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Above, Joe Farrell has his eyes on the ball for an infield catch. John Schneider, cen-
ter, was also moving in on the play and Howard Huff was backing up both players 
from the outfield. Below, second baseman Guy Bertuzzi prepares to catch a fly ball, 
while shortstop Paul Fice and outfielder Allan Bendert hope for a good finish.   
                        (OTOW News photos by Doug Kates)

By Bob Rittner
For many seniors, baseball has al-

ways been the national game.
We played every variety as chil-

dren - from softball to stickball to one 
o’ cat and more.

For us, baseball is no longer an 
option, but with softball, and modi-
fications to account for age, the sport 
remains a way to excite us and engage 
us.

Why do we get up at 7 a.m. every Tuesday and Thursday to play?
“We have fun,” said President Guy Bertuzzi. “This has been the most suc-

cessful season of  my 16 years in On Top of  the World softball. We have added 
many new players and they acclimate quickly to our style - competitive but 
always friendly.”

The morning starts out with 30 young men. Teams are divided equally and 
everyone plays. There can be as many as five outfielders or five infielders, but no 
one sits the bench.

There are home runs, catches on the fly in the outfield, fantastic defensive 
scoops in the infield, and aggressive baserunning which would make any wife 
hold her breath.

Tony Caputo, treasurer and longest term player with 21 years, agrees this has 
been a great winter.

“More players, few rainouts and exciting games made this one of  the best 
seasons I have experienced,” Tony said.

“Of  course, I am sorry to see the season end,” Guy said, “but with so many 
players leaving for the north, it is probably the right time to end it.”

Sure, there is a humorous side when a bunch of  veterans get together and 
pretend they are all 20 years old again. You can get one person’s point of  view 
in Doug Kates’ column on page 14.

But for real, next time it’s 8 a.m., think about what you’re doing and then 
realize these guys are taking batting practice, cleaning their cleats or warming up 
their arms. Sure, baseball season starts this month, but it’s a little late. Another 
great season has already taken place.

John Schneider, a rookie, reflects the attitude of  many when he says he loves 
the laughs and the camaraderie ...

“A fellow Canadian told me what fun it is and he sure was right,” John 
said.

“And don’t forget,” added Jim Kemp, “after the game, we go for a convivial 
breakfast.”

Baseball 
starts but a 

great softball 
season is 

already ending
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March provided us with great 
weather to kick off  the community’s 
annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

The community showed up in 
force and green was the theme for the 
day.

Our thanks go out to the Irish Club 
for organizing and hosting the festivi-
ties. Not only do they coordinate all of  
the participants from local  marching 
bands to the ladies golf  leagues, they 
provide free beer and pretzels for resi-
dents at the parades end.

We also want to thank our many 
volunteers who helped the manage-
ment personnel with traffic control. 
Their efforts ensured the parade was a 
safe and fun event. 

 It’s hard to believe it’s that time of  
year again when our winter residents 
prepare to head north for the summer 
season. To give you peace of  mind, 
the “Summerize” checklist has been 
included on page 6 in this newspaper 
to help you prepare your homes for 
the hot summer months when you are 
away. While there is no guarantee that 
your unit won’t experience water intru-
sion in your absence, taking the time 
to review and implement the items on 
the checklist can help prevent many 
concerns.

Dealing long distance with water 
intrusion, and the possibility of  mold 
growth that is secondary to water 
damage, is burdensome and costly. I 
cannot stress enough the importance 
of  having a reliable friend or neighbor 
inspect your unit on a regular basis (no 
less than once a week). Ask them to in-
spect all of  the rooms and all sources 
for water intrusion, including under 
sinks, toilets, HVAC units, hot water 
heater pan and windows. 

There are many sources for po-
tential water leaks and intrusion. The 
most common by far is improperly 
maintained air conditioning units. 
Make sure you have your air condi-
tioner serviced before you leave for an 
extended period.

A poorly-fitted replacement win-
dow may be another source of  water 
intrusion. Proper window caulking 
material, acrylic urethane or poly ure-
thane (outlined in previous published 
bulletins) should be utilized.

If  you are like me, you never think 
about your water heater. Water heater 
leaks are a common cause of  water 
leaks in OTOW. The tank is not im-
mune from corrosion and rust. If  your 
water heater is more than 10 years old, 
it needs a yearly visual inspection. If  

it is more than 15 years old, it should 
probably be replaced.

While we do recommend the use 
of  residential water leak detectors, the 
smaller, inexpensive models are good 
only if  someone is home to hear the 
alarm.  There are, however, many types 
of  residential leak detectors on the mar-
ket and a few companies do offer units 
that can transfer alarm information via 
your home phone. We recommend that 
you contact your local plumbing supply 
store to determine if  a water leak detec-
tor may be right for you.

Electrical Awareness
Without a doubt, all our build-

ings are constructed in a sound man-
ner and clearly stand the test of  time.  
That said, the individual non-structur-
al components do require attention 
over time. 

I have written extensively about 
the air conditioning systems and their 
need for regular maintenance and 
eventual replacement.

I have also written informational 
pieces about window replacement and 
the positive benefit that may have on 
your recurring electrical costs.

I have also focused on washer and 
dryers installed post-construction and 
the risk that poses to the electrical sys-
tem in your condo.

Recently, while making a minor 
drywall repair following a water leak 
in an adjoining unit, an astute employ-
ee noticed the electrical panel in the 
condo was warm to the touch. Upon 
further investigation, it was found that 
the main lead from the electric meter 
to the apartment panel was seriously 
degraded and at risk for causing a fire.  

Fortunately, the repair was not ex-
pensive. It was a matter of  the owner 
bringing in a licensed electrical contrac-
tor. The electrical contractor was able 
to change out the connection by using a 
blank available in the same panel.

So you are probably asking your-
self  the question (at least I hope you 
are): How do I know if  I have a latent 

problem with my electric service?  
Usually, the first warning is when 

you first turn on the heat or air condi-
tioning, and your lights dim or flicker, 
call an electrician to determine the 
health of  your electrical panel.

Now is also a good time to update 
your emergency contact phone num-
bers or any outdated phone numbers 
we may have on file for you. Please 
submit these forms to the Community 
Service Office or the Association prior 
to your return north. Included in this 
newspaper are the OTOW Seasonal 
Resident Address Change Form (page 
74) and Emergency Contact Update 
Form (Page 17).

If  you are leaving your vehicle 
in your parking space for the sum-
mer, make sure you leave an extra set 
of  keys with a neighbor in the event 

your vehicle would need to be moved 
to accommodate work crews. This in-
formation should be passed along to 
the Community Service Office or the 
Association.

The management company has 
another aggressive paving schedule 
this spring and it is critical that all ve-
hicles are removed from the parking 
lots during this process. 

The east gate and attached fencing 
at Belcher Road will be replaced this 
month. This work will allow for greater 
visibility at the Belcher Road intersec-
tion. Landscape material will be added 
following the gate installation and we 
ask that you take extra care when work 
crews are present in this area of  high 
traffic volume.

In closing, I wish you all a safe trip 
home and a fun-filled summer. 

This is a seriously degraded electrical meter and is a risk for caus-
ing a fire.If you have a similar-looking unit, call a licensed electri-
cian for an inspection.

How do I know if  I have a latent 
problem with my electric service?  

Usually, the first warning 
is when you first turn on the heat 

or AC and your lights dim or flicker. 
Call an electrician to determine the 

health of  your electrical panel.

Preparations before you head north
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Despite adhering to rigorous pre-
dictive and preventative maintenance 
schedules on elevators, roofs and 
buildings, the management of  the 
building structure and components 
never ceases to surprise with the array 
of  problems that may crop up. 

Notably, the recent elevator fan 
fire at Building 71.

It amazes the mind that so small 
a part can create such havoc and pro-
tracted inconvenience.  

Recovery from a fire is never a 
rapid process, no matter how much we 
wish it.

For starters, the Fire Marshal’s 
Office must inspect the area and pro-
nounce it structurally safe for entry by 
others.

Next, an environmental assay may 
be required to determine that there are 
no asbestos or PCBs present (a process 
that can take two weeks to perform).

The State regulator for elevator 
safety may also require an investiga-
tion.

With an all-clear on that front, 
insurance investigators for the As-
sociation, elevator manufacturer, and 
elevator Maintenance Company (and 
possibly other interested parties) may 
then begin their investigative work.  

While all of  that is happening, a 
permit is applied for from the State 
agency that oversees elevator safety.  
Easily three to four weeks may elapse 
before any repair work can begin.   

Since the event, bulletins at Build-
ing 71 have been regularly posted and 
updated.

Demolition activities began on Fri-
day, March 13, with the vendor work-
ing diligently to expedite the process.   
The good news is that the Mainte-
nance Company keeps on hand a small 
inventory of   the necessary modifica-
tion parts for elevator surprises (usu-
ally not of  this magnitude) and what 
would normally be a five to seven week 
process will only require roughly three 
weeks from the start of  restoration.

The elevator maintenance vendor 
is aware of  the urgency and we will 
stay on top of  it to meet projected 
timelines.

The Board has directed the Man-
agement Company to post updates 
as the process progresses, as provid-
ing timely information is always a key 
component of  any disaster recovery. 
With the elevator in a current repair 
status, residents are advised to contact 
the fire department if  an emergency 
situation should occur.  

Could OTOW become
a rental community?

I  read with interest (and disgust) 
the March 15, 2015, article in the Tam-
pa Bay Times about investors buying 
up condos, forcing sales and conver-
sions to rental properties.  

The short answer to the question 
above is “NO.”

Many years ago your Board had 
the foresight to enact a rule (Rule No. 
6  Leasing and Sales of  Units: no single 
artificial entity and no two or more ar-
tificial entities under direct or indirect 
common ownership or control, may 
own or control, whether directly or 
indirectly more than three (3) condo-
minium units in On top of  the World 
at the same time) limiting the number 
of  units a corporation could own.  

This was done for the express rea-
son of  preventing an excessive num-
ber of  residential condominiums be-
coming rentals. 

Rule No. 10 also places limitations 
and control on rental properties and 
their owners. This rule is strictly en-
forced and is one of  the main reasons 
the Association engages in legal action 
against violators.

That said, no one knows the fu-
ture.  

We plan as best we can. No com-
munity is manageable without the co-
operation of  the owners. This is one 
reason why the Board needs your 
complete and timely cooperation in 
responding to the State required bi-
annual census the Board sends out.  

Maintenance Update
Building 87 is scheduled to have 

both its front and rear façade coatings 
replaced in April.

Please keep in mind that all start 
dates are approximate and inclement 
weather can affect scheduling. 

All flooring improvements are 
complete for 2015. Regular flooring 
maintenance will commence again in 

April. 
Building 10 is the next structure 

slated for improvements and work 
should begin in mid to late April, pend-
ing permitting from Pinellas County.

A licensed contractor will be re-
placing or adding aluminum compo-
nents to the walkway guardrails and 
stairwell handrails, so please exercise 
caution in the areas where these im-
provements are being made. The im-
provements are estimated to be com-
plete in 5-7 weeks, depending on the 
scope and the size of  the structure. 
Notices will be posted in advance of  
the work so residents of  building 10 
should keep an eye on their bulletin 
boards for updates.

Additional buildings are slated to 
be improved in the spring of  2015 so 
watch your bulletin board for updates.  

Building 72 will be the final build-
ing scheduled for roofing system im-
provements in 2015, with the project 
beginning in late-April.

Materials for this improvement are 
estimated to start arriving at the build-
ing by the second week, with work 
starting shortly thereafter. The arrival 
of  these roofing materials, as well as 
equipment, will require the temporary 
relocation of  resident’s vehicles as the 
project progresses from each side of  
the building. Notices will be posted on 
bulletin boards to keep the occupants 
of  the building abreast of  the project’s 
progress.

The completion estimate for these 
improvements are roughly 4-5 weeks, 
weather permitting. 

Paving
April will see the return of  a man-

agement company contracted asphalt/
paving vendor at On Top of  the World.

As in years past, the vendor will be 
working in multiple areas on each day 
that they are here. It’s important that 
residents keep an eye on their bulletin 
boards and car windshields for the lat-
est paving updates.

Parking areas will be cordoned off  
for a minimum of  24 to 48 hours after 
the new asphalt has been applied to al-
low the product time to cure correctly. 
This curing time is crucial before it is 
driven upon.

The time that the lots are closed 
will allow the contractor the oppor-
tunity to re-stripe the lot without ob-
structions as well as minimize tire 
scuffing on the new asphalt.

We politely ask that residents ob-
serve the closures and wait until a 

management company representative 
has removed all the barricades at their 
parking lot before venturing onto the 
new asphalt. Alternative parking will 
be available on roadways and in visi-
tor spots at surrounding buildings for 
those residents displaced during the 
work.

Keep in mind that management 
company employees will be working in 
close proximity to the roadways dur-
ing this work. For safety’s sake, we ask 
that residents slow down, pay close at-
tention to any direction given by flag-
men and obey posted speed limits. The 
worker’s safety depends on your coop-
eration.

Elevators
April will also be a busy month in 

regards to annual elevator improve-
ments.

Contracted and licensed vendors 
will be installing elevator equipment 
upgrades and also re-surfacing the el-
evator cab interiors of  a number of  
buildings during the month.  Most of  
the equipment and cab upgrades will 
take a little over a week to complete.

Residents will need to make the 
necessary arrangements during these 
upgrades as the elevator will not be 
available for usage. Please keep an eye 
on your bulletin boards and inside the 
building’s elevator for work start dates. 
As always, watch your step in and 
around work areas and excuse our dust 
while we make these annual improve-
ments

Walkway Repairs
Building walkway surface repairs 

will continue as construction crews 
perform maintenance to the second 
and third floor walking surfaces. Many 
buildings will see these restoration 
crews over the spring as the manage-
ment company focuses its efforts on 
these types of  repairs. This work re-
quires the use of  specialized power 
tools and may cause a temporary in-
convenience in the form of  noise and 
dust.

Repair crews will do their best to 
limit the inconvenience during this 
necessary work. These small repair 
areas will also be coated as a future 
preventative. As always, we ask that 
residents please limit any foot traffic 
in and around any work area they may 
encounter.

(Continued on page 5)

Surprises may pop up even when     preventative measures are taken 
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Walkway coating improvements 
will continue across property in the 
spring. These improvements involve 
preparation of  the surface (and occa-
sionally sub-surface) concrete, the ad-
dition of  acrylic fortified materials to 
stairwell surfaces, and then the appli-
cation of  a quality slip-resistant barrier 
coating.

The end result is intended to pro-
vide longevity to the  balcony walking 
surfaces as well as returning the look 
to its original conveyed color scheme. 

The management company will 
post notices on affected building’s 
bulletin boards concerning the dates 
crews are expected to commence the 
work. Please be aware of  “caution” 
and “wet paint” signs in and around 
these work areas.

Electrical Inspections
The management company will 

also be performing its bi-annual in-
spection of  the community’s electri-
cal components in April. Residents 
should not be directly affected by this 
work, but will receive notice if  a tem-
porary outage of  their power will need 
to be scheduled.

The winter of  2014/2015 saw an 

increase in the amount of  emergency 
calls to the management company re-
garding power outages or power in-
consistencies. Disproportionately, a 
large majority of  these calls were di-
rectly related to the unit owner’s elec-
trical panel. 

To ensure that electrical outages are 
kept to a minimum, the management 
company highly recommends that all 
unit owners have their electrical panel 
and connections inspected by a quali-
fied, licensed, and insured contractor to 
confirm its reliability and safety. 

Vehicle Registrations
Parking and vehicle registration 

enforcements continue to be heavily 
enforced by the management compa-
ny. Residents should ensure that their 
vehicles are up to date on their regis-
trations and should be operational and 
not in disrepair.

Please also remember that recre-
ational vehicles or commercial vehicles 
are not permitted to be parked over-
night within the community without 
advance Association approval.

PODS or storage containers re-
quire the advance written approval of  
the Association and may be tagged 

and removed if  found to be in viola-
tion of  community rules. Residents 
are encouraged to report any vehicle 
concerns to the Community Service 
Office for investigation and action if  
warranted.

Outdoor Decor
The removal of  plantings located 

above and around the potable water 
meters that service the individual units 
is also ongoing. The management 
company is asking that all residents 
comply and not replant the areas. 
Plants or other items found in these 
areas will be removed without notice 
and disposed of  as they hinder the 
proper maintenance of  these meters 
in the future.

Many times decorative rocks or 
landscaping is installed without the 
advance approval of  the Association, 
and the removal and disposal of  these 
items becomes the responsibility of  
the violator. Please, always apply for 
approval before you install. 

A recent inspection by the Clear-
water Fire Marshal’s office confirmed 
the management company’s commit-
ment to the On Top of  the World 
community. In particular, it’s focused 
efforts in the tagging and removal of  
personal furnishings and belongings 
placed in outside stairwells of  build-
ings that present a fire concern, block 
egress, or are of  a nature that they do 
not comply with written community 
standards.

The management company would 
like to reiterate to residents that bar-
beque grills are not permitted on any 
balcony areas, be it propane, charcoal, 
or electric, as they pose a fire risk to 
the structure and residents.

While clutter enforcement has al-
ways been one of  the most reoccur-
ring compliance issues at On Top of  
the World, these efforts make for an 
overall safer community in which to 
live. If  you receive notification that an 
item is out of  compliance, please cor-
rect the issue immediately. If  you have 
a question and were not able to speak 
with a compliance representative at 
the time of  the notification, please 
stop by the Community Service Office 
and request an appointment. Someone 
will be glad to contact you. Please re-
member that items tagged in common 
areas may be removed and disposed 
of  without further notice. Please help 
make your community safer by com-
plying if  you receive a violation tag/
door hanger. Your continued coopera-
tion is appreciated. 

Awnings
Awning inspections continue to 

take place by the Inspection Services 
Division of  the management company.

The Clearwater area has seen an 
increase in storms and rainfall the last 
few years, and as a result, many of  
the awning attachment points have 
been weakened to the point where the 
“clamshell” style awning must be re-
moved to halt any further damage to 
the structure.

The management company con-
tinues to contact owners regarding 
their compromised older style awnings 
in disrepair or with weak attachment 
points.

As noted in prior articles, the 
“clamshell” awnings do not meet 
building code for wind resistance.  
Fortunately there are new products 
that do.  If  you have an awning, please 
arrange for its inspection through the 
Community Service Office at the East 
Activity Center.

April, though still a “dry” month in 
regards to rainfall, is the official kick-
off  of  mowing season at On Top of  
the World. As the temperatures warm, 
the community will regularly see land-
scape crews hard at work keeping the 
lawns clean cut and beautiful.

Crews will also be laying sod and 
planting new vegetation in various ar-
eas of  property in April. We ask for 
each and every resident’s cooperation 
in not applying chemicals and fertiliz-
ers to any green areas as this is a ser-
vice the management company already 
provides. Multiple applications of  this 
kind will usually damage the new and 
existing vegetation beyond repair. 
Thank you for attention in this matter.  

Landscape crews will also be in 
full swing in regards to scheduled 
shrub trimming activities throughout 
the spring and summer months. 

Final Thoughts
I’d like to thank Theater Workshop 

for allowing me to participate in their 
wonderful production of  the “Sailing 
with the Love Bug” last month.  

Special thanks to Will Peterson for 
writing, as well as adapting word and 
song for this production. Thanks to 
Bob Groves the accompanist and to 
Russ Lamesfield for letting me sub-in 
as Howard Johnson. Thank you to Ja-
net Walker for being such a good sport 
with only one practice before the show.

The entire cast, stage crew, and 
sound/light support are truly profes-
sional. The set design by John Fier was 
phenominally creative.

Surprises may pop up even when     preventative measures are taken 

Pictured above is one of our new direction signs in the community. 
The signs are located near the entrances at Sunset Point Road and 
Belcher Road. As shown, the signs should make it more simple 
for residents and visitors to find the activity centers, sales center, 
dog park, pools, gyms and golf courses.



Page 6 / April 2015 ON TOP OF THE WORLD NEWS

With the summer travel season right around the corner, we know many 
residents take extended trips around the country. 

Experience teaches that added steps need to be taken before going on 
that extended trip in order to avoid possible disasters in you condo when you 
are gone.

At left is a short list of  things to do:
If  the air conditioning system is not properly maintained by an owner, 

mold and mildew may result and become a serious problem for the owner.
Improperly vented dryers may also be a source of  both heat and moisture 

in your home.
Water leaks in the home may also be a source of  moisture.
If  you suspect a water leak, contact the Community Service Office im-

mediately!  A fast response on leaks can prevent further damage and save you 
unnecessary expense.

Mold growth is secondary to the presence of  high humidity levels or 
saturation by water.  Mold is evidenced by the appearance of  a black, sooty 
substance on furniture or walls. If  you suspect you have mold, it is best to 
contact the Community Service Office and arrange for a visual inspection. 
There is no charge for this service. Please remember that the proper main-
tenance or repair of  your HVAC unit, water heater and drain pan, and ice 
maker line (if  any) is always the owner’s responsibility.  

Rarely does mold or mildew present a health problem. Usually the main 
complaint is an odor and the unsightly nature of  the matter. I mention this 
because the home repair industry is rife with scare tactics and scams, caus-
ing homeowners to spend thousands of  dollars on matters that are generally 
easily resolved.

Use common sense and have a great summer!

Plan before you travel
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all be licensed in order to advertise. In some cases, background checks are required. All advertisements must contain a local address or a local telephone number.

The submission to OTOW NEWS of  any photo, artwork or other form of  copyrighted material authorizes OTOW News to use and/or print the image at later 
dates and in other forms in such ways as OTOW News, in its sole, absolute and unfettered discretion deems appropriate.

The OTOW News may not be reproduced in any way, in any other media, except in print and on the official OTOW Website.
On Top of  the World News Inc., 2069 World Parkway Blvd. E., Clearwater, FL 33763.  Phone Number: 727-799-3216. Online newspapers and advertising rate 

information are available at www.ontopoftheworldnews.com/clearwater/news.html.

Kenneth Colen, Publisher • Doug Kates, Editor • Dave Hart, Asst. Editor

This month’s volunteers:

To advertise in our May edition, checks must be received by April 15*
Be aware, we may sell out all our ad space before the deadline!

May newspapers will be delivered on May 1

*The normal deadline for purchasing ads is the 15th of each month, but our color ad space will likely sell out before the 15th. 
Black and white ad space could also sell out before the 15th.

Newsroom Hours
9:30-6  Mon-Thur,   9-2  Fri

Barb Sundberg
Arlene Bergen
Theresa Kawalec
Gloria Clifford
Cele Radeloff
Esta-Lee Schwartz
Jim Harrington
Dawn Rubio

Press Association Officers
Yvonne Courtney, President

Jackie Dooley, Vice President • Arlene Bergen, Secretary
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Last chance to
claim your boat!

The Management Company will begin removing unclaimed boats from the 
West Side on May 15.

Non-registered, seaworthy boats 
will be disposed of  or donated to lo-
cal charities.

Boat owners who have not regis-
tered their boats must issue a claim 
order by contacting the Inspection 
Services Division through the Com-
munity Service Office in the East Ac-
tivity Center.

Residents will need to provide 
proof  of  ownership in order to claim 
any impounded boats.

The Management Company began this disposal process following a compli-
ance inspection in June of  2014.

Everyone has now been given one year to comply.
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

Due to problems with our cur-
rent calendar software, we have expe-
rienced conflicts with some clubs and 
groups booking reservations for  activ-
ity rooms.

We are currently upgrading the 
software and once installed we will 
have the capability to return to our 
previous annual booking schedule for 
activities.

We do apologize for the inconve-
nience and are working diligently on a 
resolution.

Garden Fountains
Work to the garden fountains has 

been completed. With the warmer 
weather now upon us, if  you haven’t 
had the opportunity to visit the front 
gardens, take a stroll, and see the new 
renovations. Again, we thank you for 
your patience during these renovations 
and wish you a happy summer.

Village Post Office
COMING SOON: The Commu-

nity Service Office will soon be home 
to our very own On Top of  the World 
Village Post Office. You will be able to 
purchase individual stamps, books of  

stamps, and mail out priority flat rate 
shipping packages.

You may also pick up change of  
address cards. Notices will be posted 
announcing the grand opening.

AAA Driving Course
The AAA driving course will be 

held in the East Activity Center Star-
lite room on Thursday, April 16 and 
Friday, April 17 from 9 a.m. to noon. 
The cost is $15 and registration forms 
can be found on page 56 of  the On 
Top of  the World newspaper.

F.L.O.W Bus
The Florida Licensing on Wheels 

bus will be on property on Friday, 

April 17 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the 
East Activity Center north parking lot. 

Fitness Equipment
The new fitness equipment has ar-

rived at the West Activity Center gym. 
We received new treadmills, elliptical 
and bicycles. The multi-station gym 
was removed and we are currently 
researching a replacement. We ap-
preciate everyone’s patience while we 
researched and replaced the previous 
equipment.

Good Karma Café
The Good Karma Café now ac-

cepts cash, debit and credit.
They offer sundries, such as toilet 

paper and paper towels, and have plen-
ty of  quick snacking options. 

They have our favorite heat-and-
eat varieties, including meatloaf  and 
mashed potatoes, lasagna, chicken al-
fredo, and chicken legs and macaroni 
and cheese.

Turkey with dressing is a resident 
favorite!

There are also other popular op-
tions such as fresh salads, wraps, hoa-
gies and sandwiches to choose from. 

A small selection of  dairy products 

are now available, including milk, eggs, 
butter, half  and half  creamer, cottage 
cheese and sour cream.

Stop down and see Amy and Jill in 
the café and grab a healthy alternative 
to a fast food drive thru.

Reminders
Please remember that food, glass 

bottles, and outside pool furniture is 
not allowed in the pool area at any time.

If  you bring such items with you, 
you will be asked to remove them im-
mediately. Water is allowed in plastic 
bottles only. 

You must bring your recreation 
card with you when using the SCA 
facilities and be prepared to show it 
upon staff  request.

All guests must be accompanied 
by a resident anytime they plan to use 
the SCA facilities, including the pool.

As always, I would also like to 
thank the SCA staff  for their hard 
work and assistance in maintaining our 
beautiful facilities.

We think they do a great job and 
if  you think so too please write a note 
and drop it off  at the Community Ser-
vice Office. 

Clubs and groups can now request 
meeting rooms one year in advance
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Appreciation Luncheon • Thursday, April 2, 1 p.m.
East Activity Center Veranda Room

for qualified Press Association members only

Press Association

Thirty-one qualify for Appreciation Luncheon

Lining up for Safety Harbor Pizzeria pizza are Fritz Kocka, Jackie Dooley, Marge Mayer and Deb-
bie Russell. The Press Association had a pizza party in March.           (Photo by George Swiderski)

Ilene Bargerstock
Arlene Berger
Tom Brennen
Gloria Clifford
Yvonne Courtney
Jackie Dooley
Pat Drake
Petra Gonzalez
Jim Harrington
Dave Hart
Jane Haynes

Reva Haymann
Doug Kates
Theresa Kawalec
Fritz Kocka
Val Kastner
Pat Stevenson
John Koning
Marge Mayer
Sue Naylor
Clare Pebworth
Cele Radeloff

Ann Rost
Dawn Rubio
Cecile Sangiamo
Ute Scheibe
Esta Lee Schwartz
Barbara Sundberg
George Swiderski
Mary Lou Wall
Gloria Walz

More than 130 people contributed 
to the On Top of  the World newspa-
per over the past 12 months.

Thirty-one of  them did more than 
get something published - they also 
helped the newspaper grow and get 
better.

The Press Association annual Ap-
preciation Luncheon takes place 1 
p.m., Thursday, April 2 in the East Ac-
tivity Center Veranda Room. Lunch is 
served at 1:30 p.m. and will be catered 
by The Stuffed Mushroom.

We will celebrate another great 
year for our paper.

“Some people think this staff  just 
writes stories,” said editor Doug Kates. 
“Yes, we provide information to the 
community, but we also achieve goals, 
set new goals, learn how to become 
better writers, improve guidelines and 
give input toward everything from 
monthly meetings, to the TV station 
to the Box Office.

“Finally, this month, we can take a 
deep breath, look back, and see what 
we accomplished.”

The Press Association meets dur-
ing the afternoon, the first Thursday 
of  each month, during the season. If  
there is a better time and day which al-
lows more writers to attend our meet-
ings, the club is open to suggestions.

The only night meeting is in No-
vember. In past years, the club added 
two other night meetings in an effort 
to boost attendance, but there was no 
significant increase - just added confu-
sion when the club was meeting.

In March, the Press Association 
held a pizza party and re-elected offi-
cers. Yvonne Courtney will be back as 
president, Jackie Dooley will return as 
vice president and Arelene Bergen will 
be back as secretary. Membership vot-
ed unanimously to bring all three back 
and the candidates were unopposed.

The official ceremony will take 
place in May.

There will be no meetings in June,, 
July and September.

The October meeting could be 
at a different time, on a different day 
and in a different room. Press mem-
bers should watch OTOW News for 
updates.
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Library News

OPEN HOURS
Mondays 9 am-noon

Wednesdays & Fridays
Noon-3 p.m.

By Katy Gerritt
We have had a great winter in the 

library, with a lot of  our Snowbirds 
dropping in!

Many wonderful book donations 
have been enjoyed by our membership.

We have several new books that 
arrived in March, including  “St. Odd” 
by Dean Koontz,  “Eyes Only” by 
Fern Michaels, “Die Again” by Tess 
Gerritson, “Cold Cold Heat” by Tami 
Hoag, “The Nightingale” by Kristin 
Hannah, “Private Vegas” by James 
Patterson and “The Marriage Charm” 
by Linda Lael Miller.

Come in and try one of  these pop-
ular authors.

We continue with our First Friday 
Sale, with paperbacks “buy four, get 
one free,” and hardbounds “buy two 
and get one free.”

On all other days, each paperback 
is 25 cents and each hardbound is 50 
cents. These prices are hard to beat 
and go towards the purchase of  new 
books.

If  you have book donations in 
good condition, either bring them dur-

ing our open hours or put them in the 
slot in the hallway outside the library 
at any time.

Our open hours will continue to 
be Monday 9-noon, Wednesday and 
Friday 12-3 p.m.

Also, we are always seeking rec-
ommendations on new authors. If  you 
would like to make some suggestions, 
our volunteers are ready to take your 
ideas.

Book donations provide 
great reading materials
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In early March I had the pleasure 
of  spending a morning with the On 
Top of  the World softball team.

What a great group of  guys who 
really do have a lot of  fun.

But after reading their monthly 
stories in this newspaper, and learning 
about the numerous accomplishments 
this group reaches each day, I will say I 
also learned a lot of  surprising things 
the team never reports.

You see, each month you read 
about their home runs, high scoring 
games, players going 5-for-5 or 6-for-
6, and they are very proud of  the fact 
no one has committed an error in the  
history of  the team.

But, you see, there is more to the 
story.

First of  all, it’s no wonder the play-
ers don’t commit any errors. They have 
12 people playing defense, including 
five infielders and five more outfield-
ers.

Still, there is the occasional line 
drive and hard grounder that bounces 
off  a shoulder, or clips a hand, or graz-
es off  a leg, but each time this hap-
penes it’s never an error.

You see, according to the rules, an 
error is not committed if  ..

• the ball is too hot to handle.
• the ground is too hard where the 

ball bounced.
• the ball takes an unexpected turn.
• a squirrel gets in the way.
After one play where a ball actu-

ally bounced off  a glove, hit someone 
in the knee and then riccoched off  an 
ear, I overheard the official ruling as 
“no error - the ball did not cooperate.”

I never knew there were so many 
reasons why a batted ball could be 
ruled a hit instead of  an error.

But they are!
And so, during the morning I was 

there, the errorless streak continued.
Second thing I learned was the 

OTOW softball home run rule.
Apparently, it is a rule, anyone 

55-or-older, who hits a home run, does 
not have to run all four bases. If  you 

survive running to first base, it counts 
as a home run.

On the contrary, anyone under-55 
years of  age, has to run all four bases.

Third thing I learned, each team 
has to supply an umpire at first base. 

What’s unique about this is, before 
the ump makes a call, he looks at all 
the players to see if  they are offering 
bribes. If  someone pulls out green af-
ter a hit, it’s a safe call. If  no one reach-
es for a wallet, the runner is out.

Fourth thing I learned, these guys 
need to take breaks every once in a 
while.

If  someone reaches third base, 
which rarely happens, they are not re-
quired to actually stay at third base. An 
exhausted runner can lean up against 
the third base-line fence, can go into 
the visitors dugout for a nap, or they 
can take a couple puffs from an oxy-
gen tank in the coach’s box.

OK. OK. There actually isn’t an 
oxygen tank sitting on the field, but I 
did see players taking big puffs.

And it wasn’t just the runners 
reaching third base who need a breath-
er. Sometimes both teams just needed 
to just stop and let their hearts relax.

It’s embarrassing for veterans to 
call a timeout or take a short break to 
relax, so the guys have come up with 
some neat distractions.

At one point, a UPS jet flew direct-
ly over the field en route to the Clear-
water-St. Petersburg Airport. During 
the 10 seconds the plane was directly 
overhead, everyone pointed at the sky, 

and when everyone was looking up, 
each person inhaled a whole lot of  O2.

No one saw anything except the 
airplane!

Another time, the sprinkler sys-
tem in the outfield automatically came 
on and everyone had to take another 
break. At first I was shocked to see 
water flying everywhere, but then I 
looked around and noticed none of  
the players got wet.

Obviously, something odd was 
taking place. Five people in the out-
field and no one was standing over a 
sprinkler?

Has to make you think, was it by 
design the sprinklers came on?

Was it a planned timeout?
Sure, all the guys were playing hard 

and trying to show off  the fact they 
are still in great shape, but then a com-
plete stranger showed up at the field 
just to watch and suddenly 30 OTOW 
softball players were offering him a 
chance to go into the game for them.

The poor guy just stopped by 
to see what was going on and sud-
denly he had 10 players offering him 
a chance to go into the outfield, eight 
players offering him a spot in the in-

field, seven players asked him to hit 
for them, and five players asked him to 
pinch run for them.

I don’t think that observer will 
ever come back again!

Speaking of  observers, and I 
found this the most strange of  the 
whole morning, there wasn’t anyone 
else at the softball field, just 30 guys.

Where were the fans?
Where was the crowd?
Where were the supporters?
More importantly, where were the 

wives and girlfriends?
I think I heard one player say his 

wife was shopping at the mall.
I think I heard another player say 

his wife was getting her nails done.
Another said his wife was home 

cleaning the house or sleeping in late.
Then there was one more ... I’m 

not certain ... it wasn’t perfectly clear 
... but it sounded like he said his wife 
was on a trip?

He stayed home to play softball.
(pause)
OK.
Why not?
With this much fun, who needs to 

go on a trip?

On March 5, sprinklers at the Safety Harbor softball fields came 
on, but amazingly, none of the 30 On Top of the World players got 
wet. Was it planned so everyone could catch their breath?

What you didn’t know about OTOW softball

COMING SOON ...
The On Top of the World Community Service Office

will be getting a new phone number for residents to call
if they need to talk to an office representative.

Check with the CSO this month for the phone number.



ON TOP OF THE WORLD NEWS April 2015 / Page 15

My law partner, Rachel M. Wag-
oner, wanted me to remind everyone 
that tax time is here (or may have just 
passed), and you should be on the alert 
for phone calls from someone claim-
ing to be from the Internal Revenue 
Service or from the United States 
Treasury Department.

The person on the phone may tell 
you that you didn’t pay your taxes and 
you are going to be arrested unless you 
provide the caller with a credit card 
number.

This is a scam!
The IRS will NEVER call you 

about taxes owed nor will they ever 
send you an email about non-payment 
of  taxes.

Rachel also wanted me to remind 
you that sometimes these characters 
might give you their IRS badge num-
ber.

That’s a fraud!
Sometimes they might give you a 

phone number to call.
Don’t call it!
It’s a fraud.
You must NEVER get into a dis-

cussion with characters like that. They 
know how to intimidate you. Just hang 
up the phone, and if  they call back, 

immediately hang up again.
Best of  all, have a caller ID system 

on your phone (cell phones already 
have them) and if  you do not recog-
nize the calling number, don’t answer 
it. Let them leave you a message.

Q.  In one of  your columns you 
mentioned something about the weird 
questions you sometimes get.  Can you 
print some of  the questions you re-
ceived but decided you wouldn’t print?

A. OK, here are six out of  a bunch 
of  them. I don’t actually keep the ques-
tions but I remember these. Well, how 
could I forget them? They are far, far 
from the weirdest of  them. You can 
supply your own answers:

1. I don’t want to be with my hus-
band anymore. Can you help?

2. When my wife and I were on a 
Caribbean cruise with a friend, I found 
out that my wife bought some Viagra? 
Is that against the law since I can’t use 
it?

3. If  you are an attorney, can you 
explain why it’s against the law to drink 
alcohol on Sundays? My daughter says 
it is.

4. My doctor told me I am legally 
blind, however, I feel that I still can see 
enough to drive.  Why did Florida take 
away my driver’s license?

5. Can I live with more than one 
man at the same time?  I heard it was 
against the law.

6. My wife left me. Can I keep the 
car?

Q. I bought a condominium and 
the taxes were prorated, but I really 
don’t understand how that works.  Can 
you explain it?

A. In Florida, the tax bill for a 
parcel of  real estate begins to start on 
Jan. 1 of  any given year. However, un-
less an arrangement is made with the 
county tax collector for installment 
payments, the actual tax bill isn’t sent 
out until Nov. 1 of  that tax year. 

Theoretically, if  you got the tax bill 
on Nov. 1, and if  you paid it that same 
day, you’d be paying 10 months in ar-
rears, back to Jan. 1 and two months, 
all of  November and all of  December, 
in advance.

It’s best to pay the tax in Novem-
ber because there’s a substantial dis-
count for paying early.

When those taxes are prorated, it 
means that the tax is figured from Jan. 
1 to the date of  the closing. Then a 
credit is given to the buyer to cover 
the amount the seller owes through 
the closing day.

Q.  I’ve heard a lot about the Save 
Our Homes Cap.  What is it?

A.  The SOH cap is a Florida con-
stitutional provision that limits the 
amount the assessed value of  one’s 
homestead can be assessed for tax 
purposes in any one year.

Example: Suppose in one year, 
the assessed value of  a homestead is 
$100,000. Suppose next year, the same 
property is appraised at $110,000. 
However, because of  the SOH cap, 
for taxation purposes, the property 
can only be taxed as though it were ap-
praised at $103,000.

Q.  Do you have any ideas on what 
the Florida legislature will be doing 

this year?
A. I can’t possibly understand 

what those characters will do, other 
than think of  ways to add more and 
more laws on the books. Maybe they 
do it just to drive us crazy.

I understand, that as of  around the 
first of  February, there were already 
something like 990 bills in front of  
them. But I’m sure that won’t be the 
end of  it.  It used to be that the Florida 
legislature met every other year. Now, 
lucky us, it’s every year.

Q.  What is the CFPB that I’ve 
heard so much about?

A.  It’s the Consumer Finance Pro-
tection Bureau.  It’s the agency created 
by the Dodd-Frank Bill and one of  its 
purposes is to make sure that there are 
clear disclosures of  fees and costs on 
loan documents for persons borrow-
ing money to purchase a home. 

That’s why the CFPG sought fit 
to take a three-page closing statement 
and make it a five-page one.  (Drum 
roll for my sarcasm).  I guess the folks 
who figured this one out decided that 
people borrowing money to buy a 
home will understand a five-page loan 
closing statement better than they 
would a three-page one.  (Same drum 
roll).

----

Gerald R. Colen is an attorney and 
member of  the National Academy of  El-
der Law Attorneys and the Academy of  
Florida Elder Attorneys. He concentrates 
his practice of  law in the areas of  elder 
law, wills, trusts, probate, real estate, title 
insurance, asset protection planning, busi-
ness law, and simple and complex estate 
planning.  This column is not intended to 
provide legal advice. You should always 
consult your own attorney for all your le-
gal advice. Mr. Colen and his associates, 
Attorney Rachel Wagoner and Attorney 
Jennifer Cooley, are available for confer-
ences at their law office at 7243 Bryan 
Dairy Road, Largo, Fl., 33777. You may 
call them at (727) 545-8114. They also 
meet clients at On Top of  the World, in 
Clearwater, Fl. and at OTOW in Ocala, Fl. 
In Ocala, Mr. Colen, Rachel Wagoner and 
Jennifer Cooley are available, by appoint-
ment, for legal conferences, at the former 
sales office of  On Top of  the World Real 
Estate Company. They have separate of-
fices in the Circle Square Commons area. 
Call or email for directions. Visit Mr. Co-
len’s Website at www.gcolen.com. He may 
be located on Twitter at @jerrycolen. Feel 
free to email him at Jerry@gcolen.com. 
Rachel Wagoner’s email address is Ra-
chel@gcolen.com. Jennifer Cooley’s email 
address is Jennifer@gcolen.com 

NOTICE
Important bulletin for all 

On Top of the World residents
A new standard has been implemented for sealants 
that will affect window, awning and air conditioning 
contractors performing work for OTOW residents.

Residents should be aware that due to an extremely 
high failure rate, silicone sealants are no longer 

approved for use as a caulking and weatherproofing 
product within On Top of the World.

Failure of the silicone sealant bond has resulted 
in water intrusion into units. This has resulted in 

significant water damage and costly repairs. 
WATER INTRUSION is a serious issue that may 

damage belongings and lead to mold growth.

Protect yourself by asking your contractor in advance 
if they are using an ACRYLIC URETHANE or POLY 
URETHANE sealant recommended for use by your 

Association. Applying the proper sealant, 
in accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications, 

may prevent water intrusion.

Detailed information is available at the Community 
Service Office in the East Activity Center. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Be aware: No one from the IRS will call you
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By Brad Day
Our first annual On Top of  the 

World Bingo Marathon was a resound-
ing success.

We limited the number of  tickets 
to 175 people so we could take care of  
this whole huge project.

We all had a great time, and that’s 
what it’s all about.

We introduced some new games 
that people enjoyed. So we’ll be put-
ting them in our program for a little 
change periodically.

We had been planning this event 
since last year. We learned so much 
from it and had so much fun that we’d 
like to do it all over again.

So check back with us or come to 
Bingo each Monday night to join us. 

Or better yet, check out our Box 
Office Webpage for updates and news. 
All the clubs are listed there.

We can always use volunteers for 
the various jobs we have to do each 
week.

We can use servers, sellers, call-
ers and a few guys to do the lifting 
for the coffee pots. We need back-
ups for the volunteers that toil every 
week. So we’re looking for volun-
teers to come sit in with our sellers 
and workers so they can see how it’s 
done and come in “as needed” on 
Monday nights.

I would like to personally thank 

each and every one of  our volunteers. 
They keep Bingo alive.

For our marathon, they got here 
before 9 a.m. and most stayed till the 
end at 5:30 p.m. That’s a long time. 
Next  time we’ll shorten some of  the 
big games. And get you guys home a 
little sooner.

So even if  you only have one Mon-
day a month to give, please think of  us.

Meanwhile, keep supporting our 
weekly Bingo games.

Remember, we are in your neigh-
borhood, just down the street, and we 
are “still” the cheapest game in town.

Enjoy!

First annual Bingo Marathon had to be limited to 175 
people - if there was room, there would have been more

There was a packed house in the East Activity Center auditorium for Marathon Bingo day.

Pictured above are the volunteers who helped out on Bingo Marathon Day. In the front row, left 
to right, are Ernie Rogers and Ed Solivan. In back are Mary Ann O’Neil, Terry Makulski, Barbara 
Hogan, Marge Jacobs, Barbara Hennings, Ann Talner, Gwen Nolan, Lucille Greenhalgh, Brad Day, 
Joan Sopok, Lee Catalfomo and Lyle Johnson.
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EMERGENCY CONTACTS
If you have not done so recently, please fill out this form and drop it off at the Community Service Office in the East Activity Center. 

You never know when On Top of the World will have to contact someone in case you have an emergency 
or if there is an emergency at your condo and you are not in town. Help us get prepared.

Condo Owner’s Name:
Address:
Building #:                                                                                                                Apartment #:

CLOSEST BLOOD RELATIVE
Name:                                                                                                                  Relation To You:
Address:                                                                                                                           Phone #:

ANOTHER CONTACT, SUCH AS A RELATIVE
Name:                                                                                                                  Relation To You:
Address:                                                                                                                           Phone #:

ANOTHER CONTACT (SOMEONE LIVING IN THIS AREA)
Name:                                                                                                                  Relation To You:
Address:                                                                                                                           Phone #:

EMERGENCY REFERENCES
Doctor’s Name:                                                                                                                Phone #:
Address:
Lawyer’s Name:                                                                                                               Phone #:
Address:
Advisor’s Name:                                                                                                               Phone #:
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Inside Showbiz

Walter
Balderson

When I throw the names Benja-
min Kubeksky and Sadie Marks out 
there, you will probably wonder who 
these people are.

But you most likely know them.
They are Jack Benny and Mary 

Livingstone.
Mary was a budding actress, work-

ing at May’s Department Store, where 
she met Jack. They were later married 
and worked the rest of  their lives to-
gether in radio and TV.

Jack was not the type of  comedian 
who just told jokes. He had the ability 
to make any story funny by the way he 
told it. He was famous for long pauses 
and facial expressions, which always 
drew laughs. He portrayed himself  as 
a miser, a cheapskate, which he was 
not. Actually, he was recognized as one 

of  the most generous people in Hol-
lywood.

Jack’s long radio career began in 
1932 on NBC. He assembled a cast of  
characters that included his wife, Mary, 
Dennis Day, the boozer and the band 
leader, Phil Harris, and of  course, his 
valet, butler and driver, Rochester.

Many modern day comedians ad-
mit they got their timing from him. 

What Frank Sinatra did for a song is 
what Benny did for comedy.

His close friends in Hollywood 
were George Burns, Groucho Marx 
and Lucille Ball. But the friend he 
valued the most was President Harry 
Truman. In 1949, Jack served as mas-
ter of  ceremonies at the Inauguration 
Ball for President Truman.

When Jack arrived at the White 
House carrying a violin case, he was 
asked by the guard what was in the 
case. Jack replied, it was a sawed-off  
shotgun. The guard said, “thank God. 
I thought it might have been your vio-
lin.”

Jack was a very good violinist, but 
used the instrument mostly for com-
edy on his shows.

No matter where he appeared, 

he always maintained his cheapskate 
profile. He once appeared on  the TV 
show “The $64,000 Question” and 
quit after answering the first question 
and winning $1.

Jack was always 39 years old. Back 
in his hometown of  Waukegan, Ill., a 
high school was named after him. The 
football team, the 39ers, was named in 
reference to Jack’s 39th birthday every 
year.

Jack served in the Navy during 
WWI and entertained troops during 
WWII and the Korean War. He was 
born on Valentine’s Day in 1894 and 
died the day after Christmas, 80 years 
later.

Jack and Mary had one adopted 
daughter, Joan, and one grandchild, 
Michael.

Jack Benny famous for his funny stories

The Jesters - “Celebrate America”
About 8 p.m., Friday, April 10 (Encore Presentation Friday, April 17)

OTOW-TV Feature Premier
96 732
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By John Koning
On Saturday evening, April 12, 

1975, a group of  39 On Top of  the 
World Canadian residents gathered in 
the East Activity Center card room. 

Wallace (Wally) Parr chaired the 
first meeting of  the fledgling Canadian 
Club. None in attendance could imag-
ine the impact this tiny group would 
have in their community over the next 
40 years.

For the actual conception of  the 
club, we need to travel back earlier in 
time to Dec. 2, 1973, when Lillian and 
Wally Parr moved into their Ottoman 
building condo. They noticed that Ca-
nadian residents were united by more 
than nationality – they shared the same 
financial, medical and taxation issues.

The Parrs decided to find out if  
there were other Canadians willing to 
pool their knowledge and resources. 
One of  their recruitment strategies 
was to visit the apartments of  cars 
bearing Canadian plates and ask if  the 
residents wanted to be part of  the new 
club.

Since those early days, the Ca-
nadian Club has grown into a major 
contributor to the social fabric of  our 
community.

At 410 members last season, it is 
a solid source of  entertainment and 
a force to be reckoned with. Now, 40 
years and 37 club presidents later, the 
club shows no signs of  waning.

In fact, there are plans under-
way for another outlet for talent, not 
to mention another reason to party. 
That’s right. It’s a well earned Cana-
dian reputation that is summed up by 
current club president, Shirley Hunter,  
who says, “We will use just about any 
excuse to get together and party!”

Shirley is not the first female presi-
dent of  the Canadian Club. She is 
preceded by five others: Marnie Carr, 
Wendy Colquhoun, Carol Gray, Car-
men Dixon and Muriel Pomeroy, the 

first female president of  the club.
When it comes to presidential 

candidates, and membership for that 
matter, nationality is not a factor. Seal 
Burwell and Tom McKee, both home 
grown American boys, have each held 
the top spot. It’s a reflection of  the 
clubs inclusive nature. There seems 
to be only two determining factors in 
membership – a valid OTOW Recre-
ation Card and the five buck member-
ship fee.

Perhaps the loftiest recognition 
the Canadian Club can bestow on a 
member is a lifetime membership. It is 
awarded to past presidents in gratitude 
for their contribution and leadership. 
The only non-members to be awarded 
the honor were Sidney and Ina Colen, 
who attended every Presidents Ball in 
the club’s history until Mr. Colen’s de-
clining health made attendance impos-
sible.

At 100 years old, Jack Smith is the 
oldest living Canadian Club president. 
He has been a legendary fixture at Ca-
nadian Club events and has held sea-

son tickets for Entertainment Com-
mittee events for many consecutive 
years. Jack’s impact on our OTOW 
community cannot be measured.

If  you become a member of  the 
OTOW Canadian Club, you can look 
forward to many social opportunities 
(that’s code for parties).

The season starts with Registra-
tion Night, where you can enjoy a glass 
of  wine and a cheese plate while you 
reconnect with friends and purchase 
event tickets.

Next you can attend the Christ-
mas Party, a dinner and dance that has 
evolved from simple appetizers to the 
current catered turkey dinner.

Next comes the President’s Ball, a 
formal catered dinner and dance with 
all the trimmings.

The best-attended event, Spring 
Fling, celebrates the longer days and 
warmer weather.

Two major outdoor events follow 
with the Canadian Club Golf  Tour-
nament, sporting up to 144 red and 
white clad golfers, and the lawn bowl-

ing tournament featuring up to 100 
bowlers also decked out in the familiar 
red and white. 

The club’s yearly schedule is 
rounded out by the club’s general 
meeting in March. 

There are other regularly sched-
uled activities that are too numerous 
to list in this article. For a full picture 
of  Canadian Club activities, visit www.
otowcanadianclub.com.

Author Frank Sonnenburg sums 
up the Canadian Club’s success best, 
“Many of  us come from humble be-
ginnings. We make something of  our-
selves through pursuit of  knowledge, 
integrity, hard work, and a bit of  good 
fortune.”

Canadian Club completes 40th season

Canadian Club members enjoy the festivities during the recent President’s Ball in the East Activity 
Center auditorium.

First Meeting 
was April 12 

1975
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By Judy Mills
Happy April!
The weather has been just beau-

tiful and we’re all looking forward to 
spring.

Many thanks to all who attended 
the annual Art Show and sale. It was a 
great success and a lot of  fun.

On Top of  the World has so many 
talented artists and it was amazing to 
see them all displayed in one place.

 The Art Guild is winding down 
the season but we still have plenty of  
fun in the summer months.

On Tuesdays, Wendy is teach-
ing Chinese Brush Painting, which is 
a beautiful ancient Asian art. These 
classes are  in the Art Room from 
12:30 - 4:30 p.m. The cost of  this pro-
gram is $5 for members. Please call her 
in advance so she brings enough sup-
plies. Her number is 723-7504. 

 On Wednesdays, we continue to 
have Painting Pals/Open Workshop, 
which meets  from 1-3 p.m. in the Art 
Room. All are invited and encouraged 
to join us with your current project.

At our March meeting we held a 
short business discussion, followed by 
some wonderful refreshments and cast 

our ballots for Artist of  the Month - 
congratulations to Svea Anderson! 
Her beautiful painting will be hung in 
the lobby for the next month. Stop by 
and check it out.  

We had a great guest artist, Loraine 
Ulen, who demonstrated painting with 
Acrylics.  She is well known in this area 
and has shown in several other states. 
What a talented lady!

Membership in the Art Guild is 
$15/year which starts in November. 
Dues are used to pay presenters, ex-
penses of  the annual art show and re-
freshments at our meetings.

The Art Guild welcomes new 
members of  all skill levels. Come join 
us!

Svea Anderson, left, was named Artist of the Month for the art-
work pictured above. This piece will be displayed in the East Ac-
tivity Center for one month.

We don’t stop painting because it’s hot out

By Phyllis Butler
The Good Neighbors Knitting Group meets ev-

ery Wednesday morning from 9-11 a.m. in the East 
Activity Center Veranda Room.

March was a very busy month, with almost all 
our members present and working hard.

We have two new members, Yvonne Ellison and 
Anna Georgiadis.  We welcome them and look for-
ward to getting to know them. We hope they will be 
happy with us. They both crochet and have done 
some beautiful work.

Last month, Helen Duranti, our leader, and La-
verne Iorio, delivered an assortment of  40 lap robes, 
five shrugs and 42 walker caddies to the Westches-
ter Gardens, a local nursing home, for the benefit 
of  their residents.  They were welcomed and greatly 
appreciated. These lap robes were both knitted and 
crocheted.

Our knitter profile this month is on Fran Cichan-
ski. She has been a member of  our group for about 
10 years. During her lifetime she has been an avid 
swimmer, earning many medals. She has also done 
all types of  needlework and has mastered the art of  
knitting.

Several years ago, Fran decided to learn to cro-
chet, and now contributes not only knitted lap robes, 
but also beautifully crocheted ones.  She prefers the 
pattern with “lots of  holes” because they look so 
delicate and lacey even though they are generally 

more difficult to do.
By the way, Fran is 98 years old.
We operate under the auspices of  Good Neigh-

bors, and receive financial support from them, as 

well as from the Coffee Corner. We really appreciate 
their help.

If  you knit or crochet we would love to have you 
join us in our efforts and our fellowship.

The Knitter of the Month is Fran Cichanski.

Knitters donate nearly 90 pieces to nursing home
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By Lilli Scheifen
We want to thank all of  you who 

came to our show “Sailing with the 
Love Bug.”

We hope you were entertained and 
enjoyed spending time with us. It was 
fun to rehearse and bond with our fel-
low thespians.

Now don’t get me wrong, there 
were times that some of  us would 
have liked to “choose your weapons” 
and meet at 6 a.m. for a duel, or pick 
sides for a full-fledged pie fight. It all 
comes with the territory, but when the 
dust settles, we were one for all and all 
for one.

The goal was to take raw words 
and music and meld it into some-
thing special. We hope we succeeded 
and happy that Will Peterson survived 
without a coronary.

The dancers came through with-
out bunions on their feet,

The singers never came down with 
a permanent case of  laryngitis.

Now the question is, are we ready 
to do it all again next year?

You bet your sweet Bippy!
Our election of  officers and In-

stallation Dinner is to be held April 1 
at the Sunrise Room on the west side. 
The slate of  new officers will be sworn 
in and the baton passed on.

I would like to thank our past of-
ficers for their service. Many things 
are done to ensure our club operates 
smoothly and done where no one no-
tices.

Thanks so much to Tony Scheifen, 

our president for the past two years. 
No one knows the hours spent on the 
phone setting things up with various 
businesses for our dinners, buying 
food for hungry actors, getting the 
show’s program set up with the help 
of  Dana Garlick, etc.

Thanks to Roger Nicholl for his 
many hours of  devoted service to our 
club and the absolutely meticulous 
monetary records he has kept.

Thanks to Pat Kangas for getting 
many things set up and providing us 
with coffee, tea and yummies at our 
meetings, and for her happy demeanor.

As Past President, Brad Day’s sug-

gestions were appreciated and we hope 
to hear more from Brad in the future. 

I have been happy to serve as 
secretary for two years and publish-
ing this article for the On Top of  the 
World News.

And, last but not least, thanks to 
Will Peterson who, if  he were paid by 
the hour, would be able to retire to the 
Bahamas and live in luxury. Your kind-
ness in the face of  seemingly insur-
mountable odds and your even temper 
made working with you a pleasure.

All in all, it has been a joy to be 
part of  the Theater Workshop and 
working with all of  you.

By Donna Ryan
At the March 11 general meeting, 

the new 2015-2016 Jesters board was 
elected and will be installed at the April 
8 Installation Dinner at the Country-
side Country Club.

Congratulations to President Lee 
Catalfomo; First Vice President Tony 
Baker; Second Vice President Joe Di-
tolvo; Treasurer Mike Kaplan; As-
sistant Treasurer Pat Catalfomo; Sec-
retary Georgia Nolati and Assistant 
Secretary Adele Friedlander.

The show “Celebrate America” 
was very well received by the audiences 
that attended our three shows.  Once 
again “Thank You” everyone.  I wish 

the new board great success in the 
coming year.

Also, tickets are sale Mondays and 
Thursdays, 9-10:30 a.m. for the Instal-
lation Dinner Dance on April 8 at the 
Countryside Country Club. Louie Bra-
vo will be providing the music. Tickets 
are $15 for members.

Installation Dinner 
set for April 8

Theater Workshop

Passingers aboard the Theater Workshop cruise ship were treated to an exercise class, led by comedian Larry Zimmerman 
(above center). Unknowingly, passingers were always in the presence of  the ship’s love bug, Roger Nicoll, left.

Cast and crew will gladly trade in 
love bug for a taste of the vacation bug
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By John Koning
Learning anything from scratch 

can be daunting, and we at On Top of  
the World Line Dancing realize that. 
After all, we’ve all been beginners and 
we know the feeling.

That’s why we have a class dedi-
cated to nurturing new line dancers 
and making them feel as comfortable 
as possible.

Our beginners class is led by Sheila 
Bolster and she is our line dancer of  
the month.

The first thing you’ll notice when 
Sheila begins instructing is that she’s 
not a native Floridian. In fact, she is 
from England, a source of  much of  
the world’s talent and wit, including 
Sheila.

She was born in north London, 
England, and married her fiancé, Jack, 
when she was 20 years old. They cele-
brated their 58th anniversary in March. 

Who says marriage doesn’t last? 
They have two children, three 

grandchildren and one great-grand-
child.

Sheila’s son, John, is responsible 

for their presence here at OTOW, and 
for our ensuing good fortune. John 
came to the U.S. as a young man and 
subsequently enticed Sheila and Jack 
across the cold Atlantic to visit, ex-
plore and fall in love with this piece of  
paradise.

Sheila began helping Jean Curtis 
and Betty Morevec, who were teaching 
beginners classes, when Sheila was still 
a beginner herself. Gradually she took 
on more responsibility until early 2010 

when Jean finally left Sheila to do it her 
way, as Frank Sinatra would say.

Sheila loves to line dance and she 
does everything in her power to kindle 
that same love in her students. She and 
the rest of  us at OTOW Line Dancing 
invite you to join us. We meet in the 
main auditorium of  the East Activity 
Center on Saturday mornings at 8:30 
and on Tuesday afternoons at 1 pm. 

The first half  hour is dedicated to 
beginner classes.

New line dancers benefit from Sheila Bolster’s experience

Sheila Bolster and assistant Ron Marten demonstrate a line dance for the class.
                                                                                                               (OTOW News photo by John Koning)

Newcomers

John and Rosemary Keyes
of New York

(photo by Mary Lou Wall)
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By Ron Clement 
and Linda Dubrawsky 

Social Scientists have long known 
that variety is the spice of  life.

People who regularly do new 
things are happier and have a greater 
sense of  well being.

Boomers take this attitude one 
step further. In addition to “spicing 
up” our lives with fun-filled activities, 
we occasionally plan excursions de-
signed to challenge our minds.

Recently, 22 Boomers traveled to 
Apollo Beach, Fl. First we viewed the 
manatees near the Big Ben Power Sta-
tion, then we toured the Tampa Bay 
Seawater Desalination Plant. In a pre-
sentation by the plant’s manager, we 
learned the details of  how seawater 
goes through a rigorous process to 
produce high quality drinking water.

With hard hats secured, our tour 
of  the facility brought science to life, 
as we witnessed pools of  salt water 
traversing through the mechanics and 
technology of  desalination. We left 
with a renewed appreciation for the 
water we drink.

 Quenching our thirsts on a some-
what less intellectual level was the pur-
pose of  another excursion.

“In heaven there is no beer, that’s 
why we drink it here!”

And so went 26 On Top of  the 
World Baby Boomers to visit the Tam-
pa Yuengling Brewery. With its origi-
nal brewery in Pottsville, Pa., estab-

lished in 1829, Yuengling lays claim to 
being the oldest brewery in the United 
States.

There we saw the entire brewing 
process. Malted barley delivered by 
train, pumped into storage bins, com-
bined with water, mashed, and turned 
into “wort.”

Huge storage vessels where fer-
mentation takes place and “wort” be-
comes beer. It then rests for 14 days 
before final cooling, filtering and pack-
aging. The brewery fills, caps and la-
bels 900 bottles per minute!

 Arguably the best stop on the tour 
was the hospitality room, where we got 

to sample a variety of  brews. With des-
ignated drivers assigned, others of  us 
did the old “Boomer Shuffle” and snuck 
back in line for just one more “taste.”

 The Baby Boomers Club meets 
the first Wednesday and third Thurs-
day of  every month, 5:30 p.m., at the 
East Activity Center Starlite Room.

Boomers challenge their minds, nourish their camaraderie

Baby Boomers get a tour of the Tampa Bay Seawater Desalination Plant.

The Boomers take a tour of  the Yuengling Brewery in Tampa.

OTOW-TV 96/732 
SPECIAL PROGRAM SCHEDULE

April 3: 2015 Irish Club Parade
April 11: 2015 Jesters “Celebrate America” ** 
April 18: 2015 Jesters “Celebrate America”
April 25: 2014 Chorus Spring Concert

** World Debut

(shows start about 8 p.m.)

LINE DANCING ON  YOUR OWN TV
Line dancing has arrived on OTOW-TV,

channels 96 and 732.

Line dance in the comfort of your own condo. 
Let our own talented line dancers show you how.

Currently, videos have been made for Monday (9 am) and 
Wednesday (10 am), and Wednesday evening (7 pm).

This fall, three more will be made for the rest of the week.
Watch OTOW-TV for time schedule changes.
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By Charlyn Miller
The Rosy Hatitudes gathered at 

the new Bob Evans Restaurant on 
south Belcher Road on March 7. 

As we waited for a table, we were 
well scrutinized by several arrivals 
waiting for their tables.

One lady asked me why we wore 
red hats. I told her because we were 
members of  a “Red Hat Club.”

She still had a puzzled look.
Each Rosy Hatitude, hosted by 

Shirley Crowder, was given a “green” 

egg and a shamrock to commemorate 
St. Patrick’s Day. All present were pre-
sented with a new name tag.

It was discussed that the $1 monthly 
dues should be reinstated to pay for ongo-
ing expenses. All who were asked agreed.

Two new members attended and 
were given club rosters.

Each monthly gathering is host-
ed by a volunteer, however, everyone 
seemed to be busy so we decided to 
hold our next meeting on the second 
Saturday of  April at which time we 
may go to Derby Lane.

If  interested in joining our very ac-
tive club, just call 727-243-3685.

Rosy Hatitudes

New club 
will keep 

your reflexes 
sharp this 
summer

No, you weren’t imagining it.
There really was a ping pong table 

in the East Activity Center Large Card 
Room.

Nick Sapienza has received per-
mission to start a Ping Pong Club at 
On Top of  the World.

One table has already been pur-
chased.

A second table could be purchased 
based on the number of  people inter-
ested in participating.

“We are starting to look for year-
round members,” Nick said. “We 
could have singles, doubles, mixed or 
all three.”

Preliminary plans call for ping 
pong to start on Mondays at 3:30 p.m. 
and Fridays at 10:30 a.m. The Large 
Card Room is air conditioned, so it 
will give residents a chance to be ac-
tive, yet stay indoors.

Questions? Stop by and see Nick 
on a Monday or Friday. Nick Sapienza hits a forehand in the EAC Large Card Room.

By Walt Copeland
Our April meeting will be on 

Thursday, April 2, at 10:30 a.m. in the 
East Activity Center Starlite Room. 

No meetings thereafter till Octo-
ber.

On Sunday, April 5 (Easter), we’ll 
enjoy the Early Bird Dinner Theater 
to see “Hot Bed Hotel” along with 
their buffet. Doors open at 3:30 p.m. 
Transportation is not included. Cost is 
$35.

Then on Friday, April 10, mem-
bers only will enjoy our picnic at noon. 
While it’s free, for admission you must 
present your ticket and club member-
ship card. Tickets are not transferable. 
We’ll have free bingo with prizes. It 
will be in the EAC auditorium.

On Sunday, April 12, we’ll travel to 
Fort Myers via van to enjoy the Broad-
way Palms Theater’s Matinee buffet 
followed by the show “Seven Brides 
for Seven Brothers.” Cost is $89 in-
cluding van transportation.

This concludes our activities for 
the 2014 and 2015 season. We hope 
you’ve enjoyed them.

Connie and I extend our best 
wishes to you for good health and 
happiness throughout the coming 
spring and summer.

Pennsylvania 

Pa. Club to 
enjoy show 
on Easter

Red Hatters proud to celebrate green for one day

Good Neighbors
Building Representives Meeting

Whether you already represent your building 
or you will be a new representative, please attend.
Tuesday, April 14, Noon, EAC Starlite Room
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Snowbirds Club

By John Koning
April is a bitter sweet month at 

On Top of  the World for seasonal and 
permanent residents alike.

That’s because it’s our goodbye 
month.

The busy season is winding down 
and many of  us will head north now 
that the worst of  winter is over.

Every year we say goodbye know-
ing it will be a long  time until we say 
hello again.

Over the past six months we have 
worked together, partied together, 
laughed together, cried together, cel-
ebrated together and occasionally dis-

agreed – just like families do.
In many ways we are a family.
To our OTOW family we say, 

“Thank you!”
We feel blessed to be able to have 

shared this little piece of  heaven with 

you. Our lives are richer for knowing 
you and we will carry you in our hearts 
whether we stay or whether we go.

The Snowbirds Club wants to 
thank the more than 600 paid mem-
bers who trusted us with their travel 
and entertainment needs.

The board of  directors wants to 
thank the more than 50 Snowbirds 
Club volunteers who gave freely of  
their time, talent and energy to make 
this season a success.

It could never have happened 
without you!

Now that our popular goodbye 
Luau is over, it’s time to recharge the 

batteries. That doesn’t mean we’re not 
planning for next season. We already 
have two cruises scheduled for 2015. 

We will be offering entertainment 
opportunities at many of  the same 
venues we partnered with this season. 

As regular and reliable customers, 
our partners are eager to work with us 
again.

Remember that the early bird gets 
the worm so visit www.snowbirdso-
tow.com often where you can order 
tickets, no matter where you are on the 
planet.

The Snowbirds Club is your place 
for travel, adventure and fun.

Reflections on another Snowbirds season
Jan Springer leads Snowbirds Club members in a Hawaiian dance. (Photo by Ed Foland)
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By Terri Mikszenas
Our club travelers were on another 

adventure last month - this time to the 
Guang Ming Buddhist Temple in Or-
lando.

Though the majority are not prac-
ticing Buddhists, our club members 
saw this as an adventure to experience 
something new and expand our com-
fort zones. 

After all, if  you just keep on do-
ing things you like, then you will never 
grow.

Our Zen experience included a 
tour of  the temple, an educational tea-
tasting ceremony, vegetarian buffet 
and a meditation session where we be-
came one with our breathing and our 
minds.

This trip, arranged and hosted by 
club member Cynthia Duncanson, was 
truly a wonderful learning experience.

So much is happening in our club 
as we introduce a variety of  travel op-
tions, trips and offerings not common 
with local travel companies and clubs.

Last month, several members en-
joyed lunch, hosted by Joyce Abelson, 
at the Queen of  Sheba, an Ethiopian 
restaurant in Tampa.

This month, members heard a 
travelogue from Terri Mikszenas on 
“Lithuania - an unknown gem on the 
Baltic Sea.” 

At the April meeting, Marilyn 

Whelan will speak on “Off-Beat Trav-
els” and Audrey Jones is preparing a 
May talk to tell us how she only packed 
the limited 33 pounds in her suitcase 
for a three-week trip to India.  

Why not join us in the East Activi-
ty Center’s Starlite Room at one of  our 
meetings on the first Friday of  each 
month. Meetings begin at 2 p.m., but 
most people arrive, with their check-
books in hand, at 1:30 to sign in and 
sign up for one of  the many upcoming 
trips.  

There are many trips on the agen-

da and we welcome your reservation!  
Our calendar includes the Cassad-

aga Spiritualist Community on April 8; 
Amelia Island, St. Augustine and Jack-
sonville May 4 through 7; Bok Tow-
ers May 28; our nine-day Nashville trip 
leaves July 19.

We have several trips planned in 
the fall, including Washington, D. C. 
area by train;  the Jimmy Carter Na-
tional Historic Site in Plains, Ga., and 
the Armed Forces Museum on Veter-
an’s Day, Nov. 11.

If  you are a Snowbird and would 

like to join us on one of  the fall trips, 
please stop by the EAC table Mondays 
and Thursdays from 8-10:30 a.m. to 
discuss advance reservations or see us 
at our monthly meeting.

So, are you sitting at home with 
nothing to do?

We will be planning trips all sum-
mer long, so why not step out of  your 
comfort zone and join us at one of  our 
meetings to hear about our upcoming 
exciting adventures!

We are never too old to grow and 
never too old to go!

Travel Club

A group from the Travel Club poses for a picture inside the Guang Ming Buddhist Temple in Orlando.

This trip did not center on a beach, sightseeing 
or shopping - this adventure was something new
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Coming soon to your Box Office Website 
in the games link:

It’s you against Solomon the Sea Lion.
Can you boot him off  your island?

King
of the
Island

By Bob Laplante
The Past Presidents dinner dance 

had participants enjoying the Chinese 
New Year theme in costume as well as 
food.

During the introduction of  Past 
Presidents, DJ Ward Hemmond played 
music of  the orient which added to the 
atmosphere.

Felini’s catered the meal, which 
filled the stomach and completed the 
trinity of  a good party – good food, 
good music and fun people.

We had it all and had a great time.  
Thanks to Barb Lenzi and her 

crew of  volunteers for a great evening.  
Photos taken of  the event, by Gabriel 
Taillefer, can be seen on the OTOW 
Lawn Bowls Website.

Our 4-3-2-1 tournament was 
rained out and had to be rescheduled 
to Monday, March 2. It also meant 
that the games had to be compressed 
to one day which meant three games 
played by the teams with any win. 

It was further compromised as it 
was one of  the hottest days in the year.

To minimize the discomfort, tour-
nament coordinator, Ian Moy, reduced 
the target from 81 to 71 points per 
game, reducing the potential play by a 
full end. That meant, other than a game 
that reached a score of  70-70 or if  a 
team had a dead end which would have 
to be replayed, the maximum number 
of  ends would be 14 in a game, and that 
would only be in close games. 

The gods of  random draw were 
at work in that most games were very 
close and went the full 14 ends.  Three 
words for that: hot, hot and hot!

The trophy and first place recog-
nition, with three wins, went to John 

Williams, Rick Carr and Denise Dion. 
Second place went to John Wigle, 

Jerry Cotton and Bill Swain. Ian Moy 
was coordinator of  this event.  

Each year we hold a Clearwater 
Lawn Bowls Club vs OTOW Lawn 
Bowls Club tournament. Although we 
have more members, Clearwater has 
many more years of  experience. 

Prior to the renovations being 
completed last fall, the Clearwater club 
extended an invitation for our players 
to use their facilities.  By offering daily, 
monthly of  annual memberships, a 

number of  the OTOW players who 
were suffering withdrawal symptoms 
from their favored sport, took advan-
tage of  the offer.  All this to say that 
the tournament is collegial in nature, 
however … they do keep score.  

This year, Clearwater was victori-
ous and holds the bragging rights for a 
year. Well played good neighbors!

Our novice tournament has had 
to be cancelled due to lack of  registra-
tion.  With the playing year shortened, 
there were only three new members in 
time for the tournament. Things are 

looking up as March membership in-
creased by eight new members.

The St Patrick’s Day Tournament 
was held on March 16 with the team of  
John Williams, Jocelyne Laplante and 
Doreen Paine coming in first place.  

The lasagna lunch was provided by 
the social committee under the leader-
ship of  Denise Dion.  The coordina-
tor for the play was Norm Chandler 
ably assisted by Gerry Cotton.

Thanks to all of  the coordinators.  
These games could not be held with-
out your volunteering.

Lawn Bowling

The Lawn Bowl Club Past Presidents Dinner had a Chinese New Year theme, which explains why 
residents brought a dragon to the East Activity Center.

Several tournaments help bring 
Lawn Bowl season near to a close
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By Ilene Bargerstock
On Top of  the World Chorus was 

excited to be part of  the Irish Club 
parade celebration, sporting our new 
OTOW Chorus tee shirts and handing 
out candy to everyone along the way.

A welcomed and lively addition to 
our group was Director Beth Kendall’s 
granddaughter. At the finish line, she 
wanted to know if  she could come 
again next year.

Her enthusiasm was contagious!
Thank you to Pinellas Auto Body 

and Service for once again providing 
a truck and driver. This enables mem-
bers who are unable to walk the parade 
route to fully participate.

And, thanks to the Irish Club for 
planning and providing another fun 
event for all!

Our recent spring concert marked 
the end of  another great Chorus sea-
son - our 46th season.  We are grate-

ful for the good leadership of  our 
officers, our director and instrumen-
talists.  

Hats off  to the sound and lighting 
crew! They go the extra mile to make 
our concerts the best they can be.

Together we look forward to pro-

viding four-part harmony choral music 
in this community for many seasons to 
come.

We appreciate all of  you who sup-
port us with your regular attendance 
at our concerts. Your comments and 
kind words are received with great joy.

Please know that the Chorus is a 
warm and welcoming place for anyone 
who loves to sing with others in good 
fellowship.

Our rehearsals will begin again in 
October.  Watch the newspaper for the 
exact date and plan to join us!

This was the Chorus group after the March 7 Irish Club parade. On the right side is Director Beth 
Kendall’s granddaughter, who enthusiastically said she wants to march again next year.

Chorus members had as much fun walking in the 
parade as they did singing at their spring concert

By Anne B. Watkins
What a surprise!
We thought we were just going to 

have a quiet meeting, with no speak-
er, just working on solving genealogy 
problems of  our regulars, but some-
how spring brought out new resolve in 
people, and we had no less than five 
“walk-ins.”

And, by some coincidence, our 
members had brought in enough of  
their own computers and were able 
to help out every last one of  the new 
people!

One man had heard that his father 
had received a citation in a war. Our 

searcher found it for him; it turned out 
to be an award for outstanding bravery 
in World War I.

In another case, a person had only 
one page that she had found attached 
to a tree on Ancestry.com. We found 
the fulltext book the page was from, 
helping her by showing yet another 
way to search a service that she used 
frequently.

One man was looking for his bio-
logical father, but I think it may take 
some more digging to come up with 
that one.

Still, another man came with noth-
ing more than a question about his 
background, and we found a family 
tree for him that went back five gen-
erations, to the early 1800s in England.  

He was pleased, to say the least.
As a result of  this day, we may 

declare one of  our meeting days next 
year as “genealogy assistance” day for 
On Top of  the World residents, as 
there apparently is a need.

Look on OTOW-TV and our Web-
page for the announcement in the fall.

On April 13 from 1-3 p.m. in 
the Computer Room, we are looking 
forward to hearing our speaker, Dan 
Hooper, tell us about Revolutionary 
War sites in Florida.

This will be our last meeting of  
this season. We will start up again in 
November.

Family History

Family History group may add a 
‘genealogy assistance day’ next year

Slimnastics
Social dancing every Thursday from 1-3 p.m in the West Activity Center 

Sunrise Room. All OTOW residents are cordially invited. We meet to learn, prac-
tice and enjoy partner dancing. Classes are free.

Free social dancing
Slimnastics meet 9 a.m. every weekday morning in the East Activity Center 

gym.
Walking, stretching, getting the blood pumping.
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By Jim Sundberg
The subject of  our February 

meeting was how to analyze your own 
stamp collection. 

I have been doing this service for 
On Top of  the World residents since I 
arrived here from Chicago more than 
seven years ago.

I receive several calls a week to 
inspect collections for their estimated 
value and importance in the philatel-

ic world.  I’m sure the reality of  the 
worth of  stamps these days is eye 
opening.  That’s why I try to teach and 
help anyone with their hobby.  

In addition, two OTOW residents, 
Bob Anderson and Edwige Beer, sur-
prised us by donating a collection  of  
stamps they had acquired recently.

At our March 3 meeting, we 
viewed first flight covers as mail took 
to the air, and mail service expanded 

worldwide from the Hindenberg Air-
ships to the high speed Concorde Jets.  

We had a good turnout - even a 
new member all the way from Nor-
mandy, France. 

Don’t miss our last meeting of  the 
season, which will take place April 7 in 
the West Activity Center Sunrise Room, 
1-3 p.m., followed by refreshments and 
bargains. For more information, con-
tact Jim Sundberg at 847-951-2284.

A special word of  thanks to the 
Irish Club and parade director Mike 
Cooper for the opportunity for the 
Good Neighbors Association to have 
a place in the parade.

We had a wonderful time and we 
will be back next year.

We also want to thank all of  the 
volunteers who helped with the March 
20 Spring Flea Market at the East Ac-
tivity Center, and a special thanks to all 
of  you who came “shopping” that day. 
These events help to make On Top of  
the World a wonderful place to live.

Good Neighbors Association will 
be holding a meeting at the EAC on 
Tuesday, April 14, at noon for Good 

Neighbors new and experienced build-
ing representatives. We will be discuss-
ing the File Of  Life program.

If  you wish to partake in this en-
deavor or want to know more about it, 
please come to this short, but very im-

portant meeting. A Good Neighbors 
Building Rep can represent more than 
their own building if  they wish.

Good Neighbors Association re-
mains committed to helping all resi-
dents of  On Top of  the World. Please 
let us know what we can do for you 
as we are here for each and every resi-
dent.

We will continue to be a presence 
each Monday and Thursday morning 
from 8:30-10 a.m. just outside the Gift 
Shoppe. Please stop by and say hello.

In case you did not hear, there will 
not be a Salvation Army Easter Ser-
vice in the EAC this year. We  hope to 
bring the service back next year.

By Dave Beaven
News flash.
The Secretary General of  the 

United Nations is making a special trip 
to On Top of  the World in April. 

He heard the OTOW community 
is a great place, where all nations get 
together as friends, and he felt he had 
to come down here to find out how 
we do it.

He’ll start at the Good Neighbors 
Coffee Hour, then meet with members 
of  the Canadian Club, the Irish Club, 
the Italian Club, etc., etc. Look for the 
big stretch limo and wave!

It would be nice, wouldn’t it?
That’s my April Fools story for the 

month.
Aside from foolery, April also is the 

month for Easter. The Lambda Club 
will be getting together for an Easter 
Dinner Sunday, April 5, at 5 p.m. in the 

East Activity Center Art Room. It will 
be a coordinated potluck. Please RSVP 
to the club as to what you’re bringing. 
I’ll be updating the developing menu 
on our club Webpage. 

Our monthly social will be on Fri-
day, April 10 at 7 p.m. in the Large 
Card Room. The theme for April is 
Country Night. Put on your T shirt, 
blue jeans, boots and cowboy hat and 
come on down.

Country music will be playing. 
We’ll be serving up some Country 

Dew punch. And there will doubtless 
be some good country vittles prepared 
by our members.

Speaking of  country music, have 
you ever noticed how funny the names 
of  the songs are?

Can you remember any of  these? 
“I Liked You Better Before I Knew 
You So Well.” “If  The Phone Don’t 
Ring, You’ll Know It’s me.” “If  I Can’t 
Be Number One in Your Life, Then 
Number Two on You.”

No?
Well, you don’t know what you’re 

missing.
For your enjoyment, I’ve put the 

perfect country and western song on 
our club Webpage. Check it out and 
see if  you agree. And see you at Coun-
try Night. 

Lambda is a social club for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) 

residents of  OTOW. We are an in-
formal group that gets together for 
various activities. Regular events in-
clude monthly socials, dine-outs, game 
nights, etc. Also, we have a group, the 
Mall Walkers, which meets weekly to 
walk at Countryside Mall for an hour.

We look to expand our circle to all 
LGBT residents in the OTOW com-
munity, and we also welcome partici-
pation by other OTOW residents who 
would like to meet their gay neighbors. 
There are people from many different 
backgrounds and areas here at OTOW. 
Lambda Club is just one more reflec-
tion of  that fact. 

If  you are interested in finding out 
more about the club, visit our Webpage:

http://lambdaclearwater.blogspot.com
You can contact us by e-mail at: 

lambdaclw@yahoo.com. Or call Dave 
at 727-410-7566. 

Lambda

This is not April fools - Lambda will be 
hosting a Country Night on April 10

President Jim Bjorgo

Good
Neighbors
Association

Steve Birlock will be 
this month’s entertain-
ment at  Good Neigh-
bors Get Acquainted 
Thursday, April 9. He 
will be singing music 
from the ‘50s to today.

Good Neighbors looking for building 
volunteers to help with File Of Life program

Stamp Collectors

How valuable is your stamp collection?
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By John Koning
During the pre-game show for 

this year’s Super Bowl, On Top of  the 
World resident Sandra Lee Engelhart 
was seen by more than 100 million 
television viewers.

Sandy wasn’t there to sing the na-
tional anthem like Idina Menzel, and 
she’s not a nine time Grammy winner 
like John Legend, so it begs the ques-
tion, “Why her?”

It’s because she’s a winner, like the 
other stars of  this Super Bowl spectac-
ular and a local medical student who 
gave her a special gift.

Sandy had been fighting an epic 
battle against an insidious enemy since 
Friday, June 13, 2014. It was a battle 
that took her to the darkest places 
imaginable, but it was a battle she ul-
timately won.

Sandra is a survivor of  breast can-
cer – the same aggressive strain of  the 
disease that took Susan G. Komen, the 
inspiration behind the pink ribbons 
that remind us of  the threat.

New England Patriots quarter-
back Tom Brady’s Super Bowl victory 
was a united effort by a well trained 
and highly motivated squad of  play-
ers and coaches. Like Tom, Sandy was 
surrounded by a top-notch team who 
was dedicated to providing her with 
the highest level of  support possible 
as she pushed forward toward her per-
sonal goal line.

Like the Patriots, Sandy suffered 
setbacks and pain. She underwent a 
double mastectomy and was injected 
with a cocktail of  drugs so lethal that 
the administrators were gloved and 
masked to protect themselves from 
contact with one of  the drugs, nick-
named the red devil.

Super Bowl champions rely on 
world-class support from their fans 
and Sandy was no different. Her fan 
club was led by her husband Rich-
ard. The couple has been married for 
three years this past Valentine’s Day. 
Sandy was helped through the tough 
days by the strength and goodwill of  
her daughter and grand-daughter and 
she was buoyed by the solicitude of  

her On Top of  the World friends and 
neighbors.

Finally, like this years’ New Eng-
land Patriots, Sandy can now bask in 
the thrill of  victory.

As she celebrates, Sandy is aware 
of  others who have faced the same vile 
enemy. She has a new level of  respect 
for those who have won, a prayer for 
those who are still battling and special 
place in her heart for those who are no 
longer with us.

But what about that Super Bowl 
XLIX pre-game show?

While Sandy was under the care 
of  Moffitt Cancer Institute in Tampa, 
she met a student doctor whose pro-
fessionalism and warm bed-side man-
ner impressed her. His name was Ed 
Woodward, a 39-year-old father of  two, 
a former member of  the US Air Force 
and a Pat Tillman Military Scholar.

Pat was an NFL linebacker, who 
turned down a $3.6 million contract 
offer from the Arizona Cardinals to 
enlist in the U.S. Army in 2002. He 
was killed in action while serving in 
Afghanistan.

Pat’s family and friends formed 
the Pat Tillman Foundation to carry 
on his legacy of  giving back by award-
ing scholarships to deserving military 
veterans.

In 2006, Woodward was five flights 
away from graduation as an F15 pilot 
when he developed a blood clot in his 
brain and was rushed to a hospital. 
There, he endured a long and arduous 
recovery. Once he healed physically, he 
was faced with the awful truth that he 
would never fly again. He was retired 
by the Air Force.

In his darkest hours Ed’s grandfa-
ther suggested that he finish his broth-
er’s work.

Ed’s twin brother, Gene, was killed 
in 2002 when a drunk driver traveling 
120 miles per hour struck the car Ed 
and Gene were in as they celebrated 
completion of  Gene’s first year of  
medical school.

Gene was trapped in the wrecked 
car and Ed was unable to free his 
brother. Ed lost his brother and his 

sense of  self-worth on that tragic 
night.

Ed is now putting grief  into action 
as president of  his class at the Univer-
sity of  South Florida Medical School. 
Sandy’s breast cancer case was one of  
many assigned to him as a student. He 
told Sandy about the Pat Tillman Leg-
acy scholarship and asked her if  she 
would be willing to be his patient for 
the television feature. When she an-
swered yes, NBC gave her a contract 

on the spot which she immediately 
signed. Within minutes, a waiting cam-
era crew was taping Ed and Sandy for 
the Super Bowl pre-game feature.

As you can see, several victories 
were celebrated during Super Bowl 
XLIX and Sandra Lee Engelhart is 
happy to be one of  them.

You can watch NBC’s encouraging 
story by typing “Pat Tillman’s legacy 
inspires others to strive for greatness” 
into your browser window.

Sandra Lee Engelhart’s Super Bowl Victory

Sandy Rings the bell at Moffitt Cancer Center to signify the end 
of treatments.



ON TOP OF THE WORLD NEWS April 2015 / Page 35



Page 36 /April 2015 ON TOP OF THE WORLD NEWS

Photos By Tim Amdor
George Swiderski, Mary Lou Wall

2015 Irish Club Parade
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There are more than just 
passengers on this cruise. 

There’s a love bug on board 
and one bite is all it takes!

The love bug doesn’t just find 
new love. It enhances love that 
already exists. Find out what 
happens on this March cruise.

2015 Irish Club Parade
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By Jane Lee
With hope, you have been having 

lots of  fun with the New York-New 
Jersey Club the past three months.  

Our membership is growing and 
so many people are supporting the ac-
tivities. 

There are a lot of  parks and beach-
es in the two states, so it only makes 
sense that we have a picnic as we head 
into spring.

Tickets for the April 22 picnic din-
ner will be $5 for members and $8 for 
non-members.

Tasty chicken with the fixings will 
be on the menu. You need a ticket if  
you want to join us for dinner and you 

must buy it on a Monday or Thursday 
morning at the NY/NJ table before 
April 20 or the tickets sell out.

Dinner starts at 5:30 p.m. in the 
East Activity Center. If  you just care 
to come for the fun, join us at 6:30 

p.m. Wear your picnic clothes and 
bring your hula hoops, yoyos, Frisbees, 
and anything else that reminds  you of  
an old fashioned picnic.

Now that we are set for meetings, 
we are ready to offer some exciting 
field trips. The first one will be Mon-
day, May 11, to the Rosa Fiorelli Win-
ery in Bradenton, where we will have a 
private tour and a luncheon will follow. 

Next we visit the Manatee Histori-
cal Village where you can stroll along 
the Manatee River Walk and do a little 
shopping. The men might like to settle 
in one of  the bars while their ladies 
shop.

All this, including transporta-

tion from the OTOW activity center, 
can be yours for only $65 if  you are 
a member of  our club.  Nonmembers 
pay   $70.

Another trip is planned for June 
3. A deluxe motorcoach will take us to 
the Broadway Palms Theater in Ft. My-
ers for a lunch buffet and the comedy 
show, “Church Basement Ladies.” The 
cost for this will be $75 for members 
and $80 for non-members. For more 
information contact Terry Mikulski at 
727-712-0597.

Remember this is a club that is 
open to all residents of  On Top of  the 
World - no matter what state you come 
from.

NY / NJ Club

Spring picnic with chicken set for April 22

Singles Club

By Mary Widman
We regret having to cancel our 

March 7 meeting.
We hope you will join us at 4 p.m., 

Sunday, May 3, in the West Activ-
ity Center Sunrise Room for high tea. 
We will serve sandwiches and pastries. 
Please bring your own cup and saucer.

There will be no charge for this 
event, but it is very important you let 
us know who is attending. 

 Call Dorothy at 796-4460.
President Nancy McMullon will 

make an important announcement at 
this meeting. We urge our members to 
not miss this event.

There is no Singles Club meeting 
in April or July.

In June we will have a wine and 
cheese party.

If  you know a member who is 
ill, please let us know so we can send 
some good cheer.

Please watch OTOW-TV channels 
96 and 732 for further news about up-
coming activities.

Join us for high tea

By Jerry Kaplano
On March 18 we had our St. Jo-

seph’s dinner/dance in the East Activ-
ity Center.

It was a huge success.
On April 10 we will have an old-

fashioned picnic with hot dogs, ham-
burger, sausages, potato salad, dessert 
and horse racing in Philippe Park. 
Members’ cost is $5. Non-members 
cost is $7.

On April 15 in the EAC we will 
have our pizza party with special top-
pings. Members cost is $4, non-mem-
bers cost is $6. Then we will have a 
general meeting and stand-up bingo. 

Tickets are sold Mondays and 

Thursdays at the EAC from 8:30-10:30 
a.m.

The goal of  the club is to provide 
social activities which the members 
may enjoy as a group and individually.

Italian American

Old-fashioned picnic 
set for April 10

By Barb Sundberg
After 25 years of  leading the 8 a.m. exercise class in the East Activ-

ity Center, our friend and neighbor, Bea Cirri, wanted more free time to 
enjoy other activities.

So seven years ago, I reluctantly took over Bea’s class. However, it 
has been a labor of  love. These beautiful women are my inspiration.

Once again, First Watch was the destination for our annual apprecia-
tion luncheon which was held on Friday, March 13.

We had good food, great company and a wonderful time to remem-
ber.

Thanks to all the gals pictured above for supporting the 8 a.m. ex-
ercise class held each morning in the East Activity Center gym. These 
ladies know how to live!

They exercise each morning to stay strong, fit and healthy, both in-
side and out, yet take time to enjoy life and each other.

We are not just neighbors living in the same community. We are 
friends!  

Pictured above are ladies from the Morning Exercise Class 
at the East Activity Center. They recently celebrated anoth-
er year of hard work with a luncheon at First Watch.

After losing weight for 
a full year, no pounds 

were added at luncheon
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By Doug Erickson
The Fixers, Fiddlers and Fumblers 

thank our members for assisting in 
improving our communication efforts 
within the club, as well as helping our 
neighbors know what we do.

Both the use of  the On Top of  the 
World Box Office site and the newslet-
ter are being well received. We are get-
ting unsolicited responses like these:

“Thank you for the good job you 
do.”

“Thanks for doing this. Very infor-
mative.”

“This is a great job Lee. Looking 
forward to the next one.”

“Thanks for the email. I think it 
is a terrific idea to have a way for the 
members to communicate with you, 
and to hear club news…. Thanks for 
the very worthwhile club and for the 
good work you do.”

It is reassuring to have respons-
es like those so soon after starting a 
program. The OTOW Box Office 
site contains information of  interest 
to OTOW residents and members so 
check it regularly.

The newsletter explains tools and 
procedures available in our shop. It 
also announces additional refinements 
to existing programs. If  you have not 

received a newsletter please check the 
Email address on file for you.

Last month we had the pleasure 
of  helping our neighbors by repairing 
furniture, rebuilding cabinet drawers, 
making gifts, producing toys for needy 
children, and by doing special projects 
for other OTOW clubs.

Training videos are available for 
table saws, shop sanders, routers and 
pen making. We thank the many mem-
bers who have produced these for us.

Videos are on flash drives and 
DVDs. Pick up one any morning in ei-
ther shop and copy the programs onto 
your computer.

Please return flash drives for future 
use. Or, bring your own flash drive or 
computer to the shop and we will in-
stall the programs for you.

As well, we are pleased to share 
these videos with all OTOW residents. 

Fixers Club

Don Jones films a documentary 
on how to use a table saw.

Fixers will help members learn tools

Hello ladies!  Come join us at 8 a.m. Monday 
through Friday in the East Activity Center gym. The 
music will get you moving, it’s a fun way to start your 
day and meet other ladies interested in staying fit.

Our exercises include stretching, building balance 
and coordination, improving flexibility, strengthening 

the body’s core, weight lifting to improve muscle tone 
and cardio workouts to music.

Each day we work different muscle groups with a 
different routine so you won’t get bored. Also, bring 
your hand weights to our strength training/weight lift-
ing classes Monday, Wednesday and Friday. We’ve add-

ed a cardio circuit workout with weights on Wednesday 
morning, as well.  Bring a towel or mat because we do 
floor exercises at the end of  each class.  

As always, our classes are free.  If  you have any 
questions, please contact Barb Sundberg at 847-946-
4214.

Morning exercise class for ladies
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Vendor List
Windows, Awnings and Doors
• Affordable Aluminum
• Home Exel
• Clearwater Windows & Doors
• West Coast Awning

Air Conditioning and Heating
• Air Doctor
• Bay Area Heating & Cooling

Flooring
• Home Depot
• Midway Services
• KAS Construction

Plumbing
• Midway Services
• Roy White

Water Restoration
• Paul Davis
• Service Masters
• Advanta Clean

Interior Painting
• Paint Services
• Midway Services
• KAS Construction

Electricians
• Tardiff Electric
• Live Wire Electric

Air Vent Cleaning
• Service Tech Corporation

Dryer Vent Cleaning
• Dryer Vent Wizard

Junk Removal
• Junk Removal Joe
• Got Junk?

Concrete Patios
• Birges Concrete
• Paul’s Masonry

Cabinets & Interior Renovations
• KAS Construction

This list could
change monthly.

This list does not, in any way, guarantee nor endorse the 
product used, or the performance of the vendor. It does 
provide you with a list of licensed and insured vendors who 
meet On Top of the World standards and are in compliance 
with Pinellas County codes and permitting.

By Bob Reis
Our club is currently enjoying 

presentations, which are followed by 
a question and answer period.

The discussions give you the op-
portunity to express your own views.

We also have “Open Discus-
sion” meetings. With this format 
you have the opportunity to suggest 
a topic of  special interest to you.

Join us on any Tuesday. You 
don’t have to be a member of  our 
club to attend. You’re welcome even 
if  you just want to listen, Tuesdays 
10-11:30 AM, East Activity Center 
Veranda. Any questions? Call Bob 
Reis at 798-2443.

Philosophy Club

Express 
your 
views

OTOW-TV
Channels
96 & 732

You don’t have to be a member of  
the Men’s Golf  Association ...

You don’t have to be a member 
of  the Ladies 9-Hole or 18-Hole Golf  
Leagues ...

You don’t even have to be a mem-
ber of  the Thursday Mixed Golf  
League.

This new, end-of-the-season, golf  
tournament is open to everyone who 
lives at On Top of  the World and 
hasn’t already headed home to frigid 
conditions with snow on the ground.

Introducing the “On Top of  the 
World Open.”

This event will take place April 10 
and 11 with four flights.

Sign-ups are currently taking place. 
The tournament will be limited to the 
first 80 residents who sign up.

Sign-up sheets are posted at the 
golf  course office, the golf  bulletin 
boards and league score shack. The 
deadline for entry into the tournament 
is April 7.

Cost will be $5 per person.
All players will be assigned to 

a flight. Each flight will be played at 
gross score. Handicaps will be used 
only to position players into flights. 

USGA and/or any OTOW league 
handicaps will be used as the initial 
determination for flight assignment. 
If  a player has multiple handicaps, the 
lowest handicap will be used for flight 
assignment. Players who do not have a 
handicap will play in the A flight.

Play will consist of  18 holes each 
day, for a total of  36 holes of  play over 
the two days. On day one of  the com-
petition, all players will play from the 
white tees at par 65. On day two of  the 
competition, all players will play from 
the blue tees at par 67.

Tee times or shotgun start will be 

determined based on the final number 
of  people interested in playing. Tee as-
signments will be posted in advance 
of  the tournament on the golf  course 
bulletin boards.

Each of  the four flights will have 
first, second and third place winners, 
divided 50/30/20.

USGA rules will apply except 
where modified by local rules. Rules 
sheets will be available prior to the 
tournament in the golf  shop.

For additional information contact 
Clyde Hershberger at 727-433-4561 or 
email: chershberger@tampabay.rr.com

You don’t have to be a member of an 
OTOW golf club to play in this tournament



Page 42 /April 2015 ON TOP OF THE WORLD NEWS

By Marvin Flam
We believe that “good events are 

worth the time it takes to plan them.”
We’re asking for your input.
We’re setting up a Wishing Well 

at our Ticket Sales Table on Monday 
and Thursday mornings, and at all our 
events.

If  you have an idea you believe 
will add fun, write it down on a “Wish 
Form” and drop it into the “Wishing 
Well.”

At our last dance we received al-
most three dozen entries suggesting 
themes, games and bands.

When a suggestion is chosen, a 
prize will be awarded to the winner 

the night it is used. The winner will 
be called and have an opportunity to 
work with us to successfully incorpo-
rate the idea into the event.

Add your “email address” if  you 
want to be added to our mailing list.  
Suggestions with no name and phone 
number are discarded.

Our traditional Easter Parade 
Dance will feature guests in Decorated 
Hats.

Later in April, gangsters and molls 
will roam the room and ‘20s music will 
be the cat’s pajamas at our Speakeasy 
Night.

Some of  the upcoming themes are 
the Kentucky Derby, Western Round-

up, A Night of  Swing, the Picnic and 
Pirates, Witches, and we Honor Our 
Veterans.

And some surprises are on the 
way. Dressing up, as always, is option-
al. Fun, however, is mandatory.  

 For 10 years the Entertainment 
Committee has offered a Sunday-In-
The-Park at the East Activity Center, 
which is a free monthly afternoon of  
entertainment, prizes, surprises and 
free refreshments. It is an opportu-
nity to get together with friends and 
neighbors to have fun, and also serves 
as our monthly meeting where we in-
form and get feedback from the com-
munity. Everyone with a valid ID card 

is an EC member.
Come To The Cabaret!
In April, the EC is bringing back 

Cabaret-Style Table Seating for a show 
featuring nationally renowned local 
performers. Reserve a table for you 
and your friends, BYOB, and share the 
fun and enjoy these talented entertain-
ers.

 Follow us on OTOW-TV channels 
96 or 732, and on the Box Office and 
bulletin boards, OnTopOfTheWorld-
News.com or call us at 727-797-1761. 
We look forward to personally greeting 
each of  you at the EAC auditorium on 
Mondays and Thursdays, 8:30-10:30 
a.m. and at all our events. 

Entertainment Committee wants to hear from 
you about new, creative suggestions to have fun

Entertainment
Committee

Wishing Well
Got a new, creative idea for bringing more fun to our community?

Write it down on this form and turn it in to the EC table, Mondays and Thursdays, 8:30-10:30 a.m. in the auditorium.

IDEA:

NAME, PHONE NUMBER:
Suggestions will not be considered without a name and phone number. Chosen suggestions will win a prize.
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Bonesavers
Bonesavers continues to meet all 

year round.
We meet Mondays, Wednesdays 

and Fridays from 8-9 a.m. in the East 
Activity Center Large Card Room.

We use hand weights and ankle 
weights in exercises designed by Tuft 
University. Our exercises help prevent 
bone loss. We cannot grow new bones, 
but we can exercise to try to stop fur-
ther loss.

Men and women are both wel-
come to attend our classes. We never 
do floor exercises and our classes are 
always free.

For more information, call Libby at 
727-669-1486.

Come join our fat-burning fun fit-
ness workout every Tuesday, 9 a.m. in 
the East Activity Center Large Card 
Room.

Men and women are both wel-
come.

Bring water and a towel.
Be prepared to have fun and burn 

a ton of  calories.
We do not do floor exercises.

Fat Burning 
Workout!
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By: Harry Morrison 
On Top of  the World Tennis As-

sociation concluded another success-
ful Tournament for 2015.

Congratulations go out to the fol-
lowing people who won in the men’s 
and ladies’ singles and doubles catego-
ries in match elimination play: Men’s 
Singles: Dean Baker; Ladies Singles: 
Val Varnell; Men’s Doubles: Dean 
Baker and Fred Hibbs; Ladies Dou-
bles: Phyllis Tetzlaff  and Jane Collins.

This is the second year of  a new 
version of  team tennis that replaced 
the traditional mixed doubles category. 
Each team consists of  three players 
with a mixture of  men and women. 
Each player on a team plays two out of  
the three sets that make up a match, so 

everyone gets equal play. One point is 
awarded for each set won. Every team 
plays every other team once.

This year the maximum of  eight 
teams participated and played 28 
matches. The competition was very 
keen. With only one match left, one 
team had the potential to win outright 
and there were two combinations for a 
three-way tie.

Team tennis ended in a three-way 
tie with each winning team having 13 
points.

There were three other teams close 

behind with 12, 11 and 10 points, re-
spectively.

Congratulations to the following 
three winning teams: 

Team A: Becky Balderson, Dave 
Dietrich and Art Lambert.

Team F: Marilyn Lisbon, Ryu 
WoonYoung and Joe Spahalski.

Team G: Phyllis Tetzlaff, Bill Lep-
ping and Bill Clark.

To help honor these winners, their 
names will be added to a new perpet-
ual plaque. The OTOW Tennis Asso-
ciation has got permission to redo the 
old perpetual plaque that has recog-
nized all the tournament winners since 
1982.  

The OTOW Executive Board 
thanks Dean Baker, our tournament 

director, for the many hours organiz-
ing our tournament and for research-
ing and redoing the templates for 
these new plaques.  Dean, your many 
hours of  dedication on behalf  of  the 
OTOW Tennis Association are greatly 
appreciated.  

By the time you read this article, 
the OTOW Tennis Association will 
have held its annual Awards Night 
(March 31) where all these current 
winners will be recognized.

Again we would like to extend an 
open invitation to anyone (male or fe-
male) who is interested in joining us 
for a fun game of  tennis. We play ev-
ery morning, except Sunday, at 8 a.m. 
at the East Activity Center courts.  

Looking forward to seeing you. 

Tennis

Shuffledboard is enjoying our 
beautiful weather and new players 
have come out to join in the fun.

The following players have won 
three games over recent months.

December
1: Bob Rittner, Dave Williams, 

Dan Iacovelli.
11: Bob Kurst, Charlie McKague, 

Dave Williams.

18: Bob Kurst, Charlie McKague, 
Dave Williams.

22: Ray Willis.
29: Ray Willis, Bob Kurst.

January
5: Marge Sivek, Rod Jones, Dave 

Williams.

15: Bob Rittner, Charlie McKague, 
Dave Williams, Bob Kurst, Rick Hel-
ton, Marge Sivek.

19: Rick Helton, Debbie Walker, 
Cathy McLees, Paul Santacroce, Bob 
Rittner.

22: Marge Sivek, Maureen Doire, 
Bob Rittner, Shirley Gagnon, Doreen 
Paine.

26: Bob Rittner, Rick Helton, Paul 

Santacroce.
February

5: Rod Jones, Chris Brothers.
12: Bob Rittner.
16: Debra Champ, Cathy McLees, 

Barb Lenzi, Rod Jones, Bob Rittner.
23: Chris Paine, Charles McKague.
26: Paul Santacroce, Ray Willis, 

Gary Smith, Rick Helton, Bob Helton, 
Bob Rittner, Chris Brothers.

Shuffleboard

Shuffleboarders enjoying beautiful spring conditions

End-of-season tennis tournament filled up 
with singles, doubles and team players

Congratulations are in order to 
Don Leamy, who recorded a hole-in-
one on the first hole of  the nine-hole 

course.
He used a 4-hybrid and this was his 

third career ace.

Don was playing with three other 
members of  the Baby Boomers - Penni 
and Denny Telleck and Ron Clement.

Don Leamy records third career hole-in-one
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Finally, some improvement in the 
weather.

The Thursday Mixed Golf  League 
was able to go a full month without 
having to alter play due to wet course 
conditions.

Our yearly match play tournament 
is winding down and for the first time 
in four years, match play wizard, “Un-
cle Ron” Parham was ousted in the 
first round by Jim Keagy.

 Congratulations to smooth swing-
ing, Don Leamy, who used a 4-hybrid 
to score a hole-in-one on the first hole 
of  the nine hole course. Don doesn’t 
like to putt so, it was his perfect hole 
in more ways than one.

In regular league play, Mike LaVi-
olette was week 12 champion. Gary 
Sandine placed second and his round 
was good enough for low gross hon-
ors. Paul Farrell took third place. Skins 
were taken by Steve Roessner, Mike 
LaViolette, Gary Sandine, Paul Farrell, 
Don Dorris and Clyde Hershberger.

The week 13 winner was Paul 
Meyers, who won in a tiebreaker over 
Steve Yauk. John Maloof  placed third. 
Meyers had the low gross score. Pete 
Dominguez, Don Leamy, Don Hahs 
and Paul Meyers all had one skin each. 
Longest drives were recorded by Don 
Hunter and Bruce MacPherson. Den-
nis Trauffer was closest to the pin.

Don Hunter was in great form in 
week 14. He took first place and low 
gross honors. John Maloof  was sec-

ond and Allan Teal placed third. Dave 
Pittenger, Garry Patrick, Don Hunter, 
Bruce MacPherson and Bill Gamba-
curta all collected a skin.

A tiebreaker was needed in week 
15 to crown Jim Keagy champion 
over Roland Provost, who both had 
excellent rounds. Fred Schick took 
third place. Bill Higgins turned in a 
fine round for low gross honors. Don 
Hahs collected two skins. Paul Meyers,                             
Bob Maynard, Dutch Michael and 
Patti Cook had one skin each. Longest 
drives went to Don Baker, Jim Cawley 
and Patti Cook. Jim Cawley was also 
closest to the pin winner.

Don Hunter has taken over the 
lead in the race to league champion 
with 30 points. Steve Yauk is in second 

place with 28 points. Bruce MacPher-
son is next with 27. Gary Sandine and 
Clyde Hershberger 24. Bill Gambacur-
ta and Paul Meyers 23. John Maloof  
22. Fred Schick and John Adkins 19. 
Patti Cook, Mike LaViolette and Bob 
Maynard have 18 points.

The league champion is the person 
who accumulates the most points over 
the course of  the season. This year, it’s 
anyone’s guess who that might be.

The Thursday Golf  League wel-
comes new members at any time. All 
On Top of  the World residents are 
welcome to join. The league is look-
ing for more women to join, so please 
don’t be shy.

Players must sign in by 10:30 a.m. 
and play begins at 11 a.m. every Thurs-

day.
 Weekly play is not mandatory and 

guests are welcome. There is no week-
ly sign up. If  you show up you play. If  
you are interested in playing competi-
tive golf  using USGA rules, our league 
is for you.

 We play the course to a Par 67 us-
ing the USGA Stableford format. Men 
play from the blue tees where avail-
able. Women play from the red tees 
and yellow where available. 

For information call Paul at 727-
474-2344 or email blackdoggolf@aol.
com.

Also, please visit our spot on the 
OTOW Box Office Website. You can 
see the current leaderboard for the 
season.

Thursday Golf

Ladies 9-Golf
By Mary Ann O’Neill

April showers brings May flowers, 
so they say, and that is also the time 
that many of  our golfers start to head 
back home after spending the winter 
months down here at On Top of  the 
World.

We hope the showers stay away so 
that we can continue with our golfing.

Thank you to the ladies who rep-
resented our league in the St. Patrick’s 
Parade. Everyone looked great and 
had a lot of  fun.

Our annual Spring Luncheon will 
be held on Thursday, April 2, noon at 
the Olive Garden. During this event, 
winners of  our Flight Tournament 
and the President’s Tournament will 
be announced. We had great participa-
tion for both events and a big “thank 
you” to Pat Murray for arranging the 
Flight Tournament and Marge Jacobs 
for the President’s Tournament.

Be sure to check your directory 
for schedule of  events as we have four 
weeks of  golf  with special events list-
ed.

Weekly Awards
March 3 -  Flight A – Ellen Gil-

bert and Wendy Coloquhoun; Flight 
B – Ginny Tousignant, Connie Saylor, 
Ann Stewart and Dorothy Ryan; Flight 
C – Gundi Kenny, Linda Graff  and 
Mary Ann O’Neil; Flight D – Karen 
Johnson, Patty Aden, Fran Pitman, 
Maureen McGuire and Romy Brady. 

Birdies: Ginny Tousignant on No. 5. 

March 10 – Flight A – Jean Nor-
ris; Flight B – Ann Stewart, Dorothy 
Ryan and Marge Jacobs; Flight C – 
Gundi Kenny and Linda Graff; Flight 
D – Romy Brady, Karen Johnson, 
Madeline Nawrocky, Fran Pitman and 
Verona Titus.  

Enjoy the rest of  the season, and 
for those who are heading North, have 
a safe and enjoyable trip.

League to announce recent tournament champions

Residents look over used golf clubs and accessories which were for sale at a club swap event hosted 
by the Thursday Mixed Golf League. The event drew so much attention that another event will take 
place next year.

New leader in race for season title
Season standings available on the Box Office Website
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By Pat Eastman
The Ladies 18-Hole Golf  Associa-

tion participated in the St Patrick’s Day 
parade.

Under the direction of  Vice Presi-
dent Ellen Fier, three golf  carts and a 
convertible, driven by Rich Woloszyn, 
were decorated for the festive event. 

Riding or marching along giving 
out beads and candy were Jackie Wolo-
szyn, Maureen Stewart, Dottie Meiss-
ner, Jane Hanley, Gwen Lemke, Terri 
Kuplen, Fran Zaloski, Maggie Ulrich, 
Ada Bryant, Pauline Jones, Kim San-
dine, Arlene Hanson, Sheila Meneilly, 
and Ellen.

The whole group enjoyed the St 
Patrick’s Day spirit and said let’s do 
this again next year. So next year’s vice 
president will add that to her long list 
of  duties.

Jackie Woloszyn quickly said she 
will gladly organize the event.

 On March 9 and 10, our handicap 
tournament was held and “surprise!” 
we didn’t need a rain date. The weather 
both days was beautiful with tempera-
tures in the 80s.

After the last day, lunch was orga-
nized by Donna Osborne and was en-
joyed by all participants. The winners 
will be announced in the next issue.

 
Upcoming Events

April 20 board meeting at 9 in 
EAC kitchen.

April 22 general meeting at 9:30 

WAC Sunrise Room.
May 26 last day of  golf  season
 

Tuesday tournament winners
Feb. 24

A - Pat Eastman, Donna Smith
B - Donia Stadler, Katie Quelch, 

Dale McMinn, Marie Lamothe
C - Gwen Lemke, Cindy Schell

D - Billie Pineau, Joyce Monahan
March 3

A - Pat Eastman, Donna Smith
B - Gayle Sayer, April Glenn, Gil-

da Gambacurta
C - Natsue Dawson, Margaret 

Hatchey
D - Marie Hebert, Jane Hanley

March 10

Men’s Golf

Ladies 18-Golf

By Pete Milner
Another month has come and 

gone and we have logged in two more 
holes-in-one.

Tom Pettit had one on the 124-
yard 15th hole with his 8-iron. Steve 
Roessner and Perry Menear witnessed 
his feat on Feb. 14.

 Jim Archey hit a “one” on the 
174-yard, 17th hole with his driver. Jay 
Schwallie and Wally Laskowski were 
the witnesses.

I believe this was Jimmy’s fourth ca-
reer hole in one. Good eye. A job well 
done by these two On Top of  the World 
Men’s Golf  Association members.

Since our last newspaper arti-
cle, our Men’s Golf  Association has 
crowned our new/old Club Champi-
ons. Bill Higgins, winner of  a couple 
championships, topped the field with 
a tournament two-day gross score of  
131. Awesome golf  Bill. You are to  be 

highly congratulated for a great tour-
nament. 

Our low net champ is Dave Pert 
with a net score of  114. Dave also won 
the “D” Flight Championship.

Edgar Belliveau is the “A” Flight 
Champ with a net score of  120 and 
Tom McMinn is the runner up with a 
net score of  127.

Don Sorenson is the “B” Flight 
Champ with a net score of  119 and 
Dick Pasco is the runner up with a 
score of  121.

Bob McGrogan is the “C” Flight 
Champ with a score of  117 and Bill 
Robertson is the runner up with a 
score of  119.

“D” Flight Champ is Dave Pert. 
Leo Kelly is the runner up in the “D” 

Flight with a net score of  124.
All in all, the Club Championship 

Tournament was a grand success with 
several first-time winners. 

Please check out our new asso-
ciation Web page at www.OTOW-
mensgolf.com for all kinds of  infor-
mation. You can find weekly schedules 
with tee times, playing partners, handi-
caps, rules and regulations and pic-
tures from different events.

For the last few years we have con-
stantly stressed the fact that you must 
check in at least 30 minutes before 
your assigned tee time. Golfers con-
tinue to ignore this rule. If  you don’t 
check in by rule, you will forfeit your 
tee time and go to the end of  the “Q”. 
It becomes very cumbersome for the 
workers to maintain teams with both 
riders and walkers paired up. You are 
required to leave cart money for your 
riding partner if  you cancel or arrive 

too late and loose your tee time and 
another rider can’t be slotted in and a 
golfer has to ride alone. It’s unfair to 
the golfer who rides alone when his 
riding partner ignores good golf  eti-
quette. 

Please don’t make a habit of  al-
ways showing up as a “walk-on.”  This 
practice is also unfair to golfers who 
sign up the week before.

Pay ahead, show up on time and 
have a good round of  golf. Remember 
our week No. 3 monthly tournaments 
with food and drink after.

Our commuters will be on their 
way elsewhere soon and the weather 
will be getting hot and humid. Be pre-
pared and stay hydrated. Enjoy your 
golf.

Tickets are on sale now for our 
annual Awards Banquet on April 15. 
Tickets are $5. Come and enjoy a good 
time.

Members of the 18-hole ladies golf league stand next to their team convertible prior to the start of the 
St. Patrick’s Day parade in March.

Golfers already making plans for 2016 parade

Bill Higgins, Dave Pert win Club Championships
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 On Feb. 24, despite it being Ed 
Ramirez’ birthday, the fellows didn’t 
go easy on him.

Ed held his own and took first 
place honors in a 9-ball tournament.  
Dan Kane claimed second place.

After the tournament, Ed shared 
his celebration with everyone by treat-
ing the crowd to delicious donuts and 
coffee.

In 9-ball play on Tuesday, Feb. 17, 
Dane Kane captured first place with 
Frank English taking second place. 

On March 3, Pat Elliott walked 
away with first place with Roger Groff  
claiming second place.

On March 10, Dan Kane grabbed 
first place honors with Tony Baker 
capturing second place.

Leading up to the annual tourna-
ment, on Feb. 16 in A Flight, a playoff  
was held between Denny Balderson 
and Allen Pier. Denny took first place 
with Allen settling for second.  

In the B Flight on Feb. 17, after 
another playoff, this time between Ed 
Ramirez and Joe Wisinski, there was a 
dramatic finish with Ed capturing first 
place and Joe settling for second.  Gil 
Small claimed third place.

On Feb. 23 in the A Flight, a three-
way tiebreaker was played  between 
Dan Kane, Allen Pier and Dave Wil-
lilams.  Allen took first place, Dan sec-

ond and Dave settled for third.
On Feb. 24 in the B Flight, Dan 

Iacovelli walked away with first place.  
After a playoff  between Vinnie Mar-
tinez and Barb Sundberg, Barb took 
second place with Vinnie settling for 
third.

On March 2, in A Flight, Dan 
Kane lost only one game claiming 
first place. Tony Baker lost only two 
games taking second place, and after a 
playoff  between Norm Theriault and 
Dave Williams, Dave took third place.

On March 3, in B Flight, on the 
West side, Herb Jordan captured first 
place with Maureen Doire taking sec-
ond place. Dennis Balling and Nick 
Sapienza tied for third. 

On the East side, Gil Small cap-
tured first place, Joe Doire took sec-
ond place and Ray Quirion claimed 
third place.

On March 9, in A Flight, Dave 
Williams captured first place, Allen 
Pier claimed second place.  No play-
off  was held between Tony Baker and 
Norm Theriault for third place.

On March 10, in B Flight, on the 
West side, Ray Quirion captured first 
place, Herb Jordan claimed second 
place. John Fier and Nick Sapienza 
tied for third.

On the East side, after a playoff  
between Dennis Balling and Joe Doire, 
Joe took first place honors, Dennis 
settled for second. After a playoff  for 

third place between Bill Robertson 
and Terry Wittman, Bill captured third 
place.

On Feb. 19, the league played sin-
gles with Dave Williams walking away 
with first place. Dennis Balling took 
second place and Mario Rodriguez 
settled for third.

On Feb. 26, the league played 
Scotch Doubles. The team of  Tony 
Baker and Ed Ramirez walked away 
with first place, the team of  Bill Rob-
ertson and Joe Ventimiglia captured 
second place, and Dennis Balling and 
Bob Ellis settled for third.

On March 5, the league played 
Scotch Doubles. The team of  Ed 
Ramirez and Bill Robertson beat out 
the competition by claiming first place.  
The team of  Ray Quirion and Joe Wi-
sinski claimed second place with Joe 
Ventimiglia and Terry Wittman set-
tling for third place.

The Men’s Billiard Club held 
it’s annual 8-ball tournament in late 
March.

The results of  this highly competi-
tive tournament will appear in the May 
issue of  this paper.

Bring your recreation card, get 
in on the action and have some fun 
in these heavily competitive tourna-
ments.  We use the round robin format 
which does not favor any one player.

By Reva Heymann
As is the club practice, we played 

pool each week and had a good time 
doing so, including keeping track of  
winners for the evening. 

On Feb. 11, Maureen Doire came 
in first and Becky Balderson and Alice 
McCullough tied for second.  

On Feb. 18, Ellen Frederick came 
in first and there was a three-way tie 
for second (Judy Garvey, Helen Crom-
bie and Mary Spearman). However, 
since we have the opportunity to ask 
for advice on how to play difficult set-
ups from our instructors, this is not 
considered highly significant.

 At the end of  the month, we play 
a real tournament where each player is 
on her own and cannot receive advice, 
so it is these results that count.

On Feb. 25, there was a tie for first 
place, and a tie for third place, so a 
playoff  was necessary.

The first place tiebreaker was be-
tween Ellen Frederick and Elizabeth 

Asselta, was full of  suspense and took 
a long time.

As everybody else around the 
room watched, shots missed by frac-
tions of  an inch or a player was so 
blocked, no shot was possible.

When the last ball was finally 
pocketed, Ellen won first place and 
Elizabeth came in second and every-
body gave a sigh of  relief  as the ten-
sion was over.

 Third place was decided quickly as 
Sandy Wall won her tiebreaker.

 We were able to welcome back a 
club member who has not been here 
for months, Jasmine Riga. Glad you 

are back, Jasmine!
 Our annual meeting took place 

Wednesday, March 18.

Que’T Billiards Club

Billiards

Pictured above, left to right, are Elizabeth Asselta, Ellen Frederick 
and Sandy Wall from the Que’T Billiards Club.

Feb. 25 tournament comes down to dramatic playoff

Ed Ramirez wins on his birthday.

Ed Ramirez celebrates birthday with pool victory
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By Bob Rittner
We have had a record number (14) 

of  new players this season. This is a 
shout out to our rookies, all of  whom 
had to scrape off  the rust after years 
away from the game, but who soon 
were hitting solid line drives.

Scott’s Pharmacy 17
Cody’s Roadhouse Grill 16

A galaxy of  stars glittered for both 
teams in this nail-biter that ended with 
the tying run stranded on third base. 

Scott’s saw a seemingly safe 7-0 
lead evaporate in the third inning as 
Cody’s scored seven runs on 10 hits. 
Allen Bendert and Roger Hebbler 
each had a double, Paul Fice had a tri-
ple and Jim Pollock had a clucth single 
in the rally. Jim finished with three hits 
on the day and drove in four runs. 

After that, the lead seesawed un-
til the ninth when Scott’s rallied for a 
three run lead highlighted by Lenny 
Segall’s home run. 

In the bottom of  the inning, dou-
bles by Ken Graham, Roger and Paul 
got runners to second and third with 
one out, but Scott’s infield trio of  Len-
ny, Guy Bertuzzi and Bob Stoddard 
clamped down to preserve the lead.

Cody’s 13, Scott’s: 11
Home runs by Lenny Segall and 

Jim Kemp were not enough to over-
come Cody’s relentless offense, solid 
defense and canny base running.

Cody’s streaked to a 6-0 lead be-
hind Paul Fice’s home run. Roger 
Hebbler and Ken Graham both had 
four hits. But in the fourth inning, 
Scott’s rode Lenny’s blast and doubles 
from Guy Bertuzzi, Bill Bennett, Gary 
Burgett and John Schneider to tie the 
game.

Cody’s recovered to score in every 
inning, but the last, and put the game 
away.

Key defensive plays by Hugh Quirk 
and Joe Maley kept Scott’s at bay.

Scott’s 9, Cody’s 6
This game was an ode to defense. 

Scott’s outfielders Bob Fields, Bill 
Bennett and Gary Burgett caught ev-
ery ball hit near them while first base-

man Joe Farrell scooped and stretched 
to make every play.

Cody’s outfield of  Ken Graham, 
Trevor Dixon and Roger Hebbler was 
equally as adept, and catcher Jim Pol-
lock caught five long throws to cut off  
runs at the plate.

Until the eighth inning the score 
was tied, but Scott’s struck for three 
runs in the top of  the eighth, and pitch-
er Tony Caputo finished the contest 
with five consecutive scoreless innings. 

Cody’s 11, Scott’s 13
Sam Macaluso set the tone snaring 

a sharply hit line drive headed for extra 
bases.

Following his lead, outfielders 
Trevor Dixon, Roger Hebbler and 
Frank Brown of  Cody’s made excel-
lent catches. 

Not to be outdone, Scott’s infield-
ers Joe Farrell and John Schneider 
each backpedaled and almost left the 
ground to corral twisting pop flies be-
hind second base while shortstop Guy 
Bertuzzi and his opposite number Paul 

Fice on Cody’s were flawless in the 
field and at bat, each with four hits.

In a game with alternating leads, 
Bob Stoddard hit the only home run. 

Scott’s 13, Cody’s 12
Twelves seniors were not slowed 

down by 41 degree game-time tem-
peratures.

The contest featured a bullet 
throw from deep in the hole by short-
stop Paul Fice and a tumbling catch of  
a popup behind him by Jim Pollock.

Neither team could extend beyond 
a two run lead until the ninth when 
Scott’s scored three to go up by four 
and then held off  Cody’s for the vic-
tory.

Scott’s Lenny Segall had a homer 
on his 6-for-6 day.

Cody’s 15, Scott’s 14
Scoring 11 runs over the last three 

innings, Scott’s turned a rout into a 
nail-biter.

The blast of  the game was Frank 
Brown’s homer over the center field 

fence that climaxed a four run inning 
for Cody’s. 

The play of  the game was a relay 
from Bill Bennett to Guy Bertuzzi who 
then made a long throw from the out-
field grass to nip a runner at the plate.

Scott’s 11, Cody’s 5
The pattern of  the game was set 

in the first inning when consecutive 
home runs by Lenny Segall and Jim 
Kemp gave Scott’s a three-run lead .

The advantage held when Cody’s 
failed to score for the next three in-
nings. Scott’s scored twice more. 

Scott’s continued to dominate on 
defense. Gary Burgett made a leaping, 
brilliant backhand catch of  a sizzling 
liner behind his head, and Trevor Dix-
on raced in to make a juggling catch of  
a fading soft liner.

Cody’s crept within one run in 
the fourth inning on consecutive hits 
from Frank Brown, Bill Bennett, Jim 
Pollock, Guy Bertuzzi, Roger Hebbler 
and Phil Kirch, but Scott’s then pulled 
away.

Softball
No lead goes unchallenged in OTOW softball

In the first row, left to right, are Don Marsden, Joe Maley, Bob Rittner and Gary Burgett. In the second 
row are Jim Pollock, Glenn Ohl, Bill Edwards, Bill Bennett, Bill Lepping and Joe Farrell. In the third 
row are Hugh Quirk, Jim Kemp, Roger Hebbler, Tony Caputo, Guy Bertuzzi and Trevor Dixon. In the 
fourth row are Phil Kirch, Chris Ferrugia, Howard Huff, John Schneider, Frank Brown, Paul Fice and 
Allan Bendert. Missing were Lenny Segall, Sam Macaluso, Pat Kennedy, Bill Arkins, Bob Fields and Bob 
Stoddard.
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Marge 
Mayer

Marge’s Humor

While riding on a cable car with 
my great grandson in San Francisco, a 
fire truck zoomed past.

Sitting in the front seat of  the fire 
truck was a Dalmatian dog.

Other children also on the cable 
car, wanted to know why the dog was 
there.

“They use him to keep crowds 
back,” said one child.

“No,” said another. “He’s just for 
good luck.”

My little genius brought the argu-
ment to a close.

“They use the dogs,” my grandson 
said firmly, “to find the fire hydrants.”

----
My son was 7 years old, playing 

outside with the other neighborhood 
kids, when he came into the house 
and asked my wife, “Mom, what’s that 
called when two people sleep in the 
same room and one is on top of  the 
other?”

Though my wife was a little taken 
aback, she decided to tell him the truth. 
“It’s called sex, darling.” (My wife was 
a very progressive woman!)

My son said, “Oh, OK” and went 
back outside to play with the other 
kids. 

A few minutes later he came back 
in and said angrily, “Mom, it isn’t 
called sex. It’s called bunk beds. .....and 
Michael’s mom wants to talk to you.”

----
My family is not unique when it 

comes to humorous anecdotes.
A pastor was presenting a chil-

dren’s sermon. During the sermon he 
asked the children if  they knew what 
the resurrection was.

Now, asking questions during a 
children’s sermon is crucial, but at the 
same time, asking children questions 
in front of  the entire congregation can 
also be very dangerous.

Having asked the children if  they 
knew the meaning of  the resurrection, 
a little boy raised his hand. The pastor 
called on him, and the little boy said, 
“I know that if  you have a resurrection 
that lasts more than four hours you are 
supposed to call the doctor.”

(It took ten minutes before the 
services could continue).

----

A couple of  women were driving 
through Louisiana when they came to 
a sign that told them they were almost 
to Natchitoches.

They argued all the way there 
about how to pronounce the name of  
the town.

Finally they stopped for lunch. Af-
ter getting their food, one of  the wom-
en said to the cashier, “Can you settle 
an argument for us? Very slowly, tell us 
where we are.” The cashier leaned over 
the counter and said, “Buurrr-Gerrrr 
Kiinnngg.”

----
And then there’s the case of  Bud-

dy, a guide dog, and his owner, flying 
from Seattle to San Francisco.

Unexpectedly, the plane was di-
verted to Sacramento along the way. 
The flight attendant explained that 
there would be a delay, and if  the pas-
sengers wanted to get off  the aircraft 
the plane would reboard in 50 minutes.

Everybody got off  the plane ex-
cept one lady who was blind. A man 
had noticed her as he walked by and 
could tell the lady was blind because 
her guide dog lay quietly underneath 
the seats in front of  her throughout 
the entire flight.

He could also tell she had flown 
this very flight before because the pilot 
approached her, called her by name, 
and said, “Kathy, we are in Sacramento 

for almost an hour. Would you like to 
get off  and stretch your legs?” 

The blind lady said, “No thanks, 
but maybe Buddy would like to stretch 
his legs.”

Picture this…all the people in the 
gate area came to a complete standstill 
when they looked up and saw the pilot 
walk off  the plane with a guide dog for 
the blind.

Even worse, the pilot was wearing 
sunglasses!

People scattered.
They not only tried to change 

planes, but they were trying to change 
airlines!

----
And finally, while attending a mar-

riage seminar dealing with communi-
cation, “Tom” and his wife “Grace” 
listened to the instructor, “It is es-
sential that husbands and wives know 
each other’s likes and dislikes.”

The instructor addressed the man, 
“Can you name your wife’s favorite 
flower?”

Tom leaned over, touched his 
wife’s arm gently and whispered, “It’s 
Pillsbury, isn’t it?”

(uh-oh)
Have a great day world, and con-

sider the following: if  diamonds are 
a girl’s best friend, and a dog is man’s 
best friend, who really is the dumber 
sex?

Do you know why dogs ride on fire trucks?

Did you know there is no such organization as “Chocoholics Anonymous?”
That’s because no one wants to quite.

--

Do you know how to get two pounds of  chocolate home from the store without melting?
Eat it all in the parking lot.

--

If  you get melted chocolate all over your hands, don’t regret, it wasn’t your fault.
The Easter bunny was slow delivering it.

• Your motto is “Life without chocolate Easter eggs is no life at all.
• The best bunnies in the world are chocolate.
• Easter chocolate is cheaper than therapy.
• I’d give up chocolate for Easter, but I’m no quitter.
• If  I don’t get an Easter egg, Easter morning, don’t wake me.
• Easter without chocolate would just be another sundae.
• Someone should try world peace through chocolate eggs.
• Applied for job. Chocolate delivery driver. One night.
• Easter Bunny wants to get you fat this spring so he can have all the chicks this summer.
• Only four things matter on Easter Sunday: Church, family, chocolate and chocolate.

Ten signs you’re addicted to Easter chocolate
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Timothy is an 8-year-old Irish Setter.  He enjoys traveling, visiting friends and spending time 
on the patio watching over the neighborhood. Recently, he wished his mom a special 

Happy Valentine’s Day. Mom is Joanne Fenn of  the ??? Building. 

Timothy

Each month, OTOW News, Walgreens and Pet Supplies Plus are featuring a Pet of the Month in this newspaper. Any pets living at 
On Top of the World are eligible. To enter your pet, email one clear, color photo to boootss@tampabay.rr.com and tell us what makes 
your pet special. If you don’t have email capabilities, drop off your photo and information to the newsroom. You must include pet’s 
name, owner’s name, building and age. Only one pet per household can win each year. The winner will receive (1) 8x10, (2) 5x7 
and (4) 4x6 photos from Walgreens on the corner of Belcher and Sunset Point roads. You will also receive a $10 gift card from Pet 
Supplies Plus on McMullen Booth Road in Clearwater. If you are the winner this month, bring the newspaper and your original color 
print to Walgreens to receive your prize, and stop by the newsroom to pick up your gift card. Each monthly winner becomes eligible 
for Pet of the Year honors in January. We are currently running low on entrees, so if you’ve never entered your pet in the contest, 
now is the time to do so! Good luck!
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Your favorite inspector leaves us with this message: 
Stay calm, listen, follow directions, be proficient

By Doug Kates
If  you had new windows installed 

or a new front door put in, Rich Biggs 
from Inspection Services came to 
your condo to make sure everything  
was done right.

If  your air conditioner was too 
loud, if  your vehicle had improper tags, 
or if  your garden was breaking the rules, 
Rich came over to have a chat with you 
about it, too.

And, if  you had questions about 
putting up a flag, how to properly 
hang your holiday decorations, or 
you just wanted to know where your 
fuse box was located, Rich helped out  
there, too.

In late March, after 15 years 
of  service to On Top of  the World 
residents and fellow coworkers, Rich 
hung up his tool belt for the last 
time here. The beneficiary is now a 
small town in Tennessee, where the 
population will be about one-third of  
our one-of-a-kind community, and his 
new home had snow this past winter.

“I have to drive 12 miles to get a 
pizza,” Rich said. “The town is closed 
on Wednesdays after 12 and closed all 
day on Sundays.”

Yes, the scenery will be different, 
but Rich will still be doing what he loves 
to do – helping out and keeping people 
safe at work. His specialty is training 
and keeping the workplace safe. In his 
career here, he has learned a ton and is 
bringing that knowledge with him.

Rich started out as a temporary 
worker for OTOW. Soon after, OTOW 
began hiring full-time workers, created 
separate departments, began using 
time clocks and went to a drug-free 
workplace. He said those changes made 
a huge difference in the community.

Rich has often held the belief  
that when a resident has a problem, 
you take care of  whatever you can do 
right then and there, and then take 
notes on what has to be done to finish. 
His simple philosophy is “1-2-3.” Take 

day he was asked to investigate an 
outdoor argument taking place between 
two residents on the third floor of  
a building. Resident 1 was yelling at 
resident 2, who was playing his organ. 
Resident 2 said he had the right to play 
his organ during the day and Rich agreed 
with him. But then resident 1 said he 
wasn’t upset over the fact resident 2 was 
playing his organ, he was upset because 
the organ was out of  key.

Lastly, Rich was asked to reflect 
on one memory from working here. He 
quickly brought up an event that took 
place during his first day on the job. 
Fifteen years ago workers did not have 
cell phones to communicate. They had 
really big radios that fit on tool belts. 

the first step, take the second step 
and take the third step. Don’t try to 
accomplish anything out of  step – it 
doesn’t work.

When asked to single out one 
moment of  pride working here, Rich 
said a recent modification took place 
at the French Renaissance Building 
No. 45. Finally, Parkway figured out 
how to prevent golfers from stealing 
toilet paper from the restrooms in the 
building – crews installed automatic 
toilet paper dispensers! It’s worked so 
well, another automatic dispenser has 
been installed in Building 44, also a pit 
stop along the golf  course.

Asked to recall one of  his favorite 
light-hearted moments, Rich said one 

OTOW News Editor Doug Kates gives Rich Biggs a souvenir copy of the 2015 Irish Club parade so he can watch it some evening in 
Tennessee and recall his 15-year career at On Top of the World.          (OTOW News photo by Dave Hart)

Within the first four hours of  being on 
the job, Rich realized he had misplaced 
his radio – it was gone, disappeared and 
has been lost ever since.

So, even on his final day here, 
Rich was still hoping that if  a resident 
had picked up his radio and kept it for 
a souvenir, that radio would still be 
returned before he clocked out for the 
final time. At last report, that missing 
radio was still a mystery and was never 
found or returned.

But for Rich, who learned it is 
always best to remain calm, the final 
outcome of  the missing radio was 
positive. Over his next 14 years, he 
never lost another one.
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Meeting with two of  the 
most famous artists of  the 20th 
century… 

As we went to the Dali 
Museum in St. Petersburg with 
friends recently, we met with not 
only Salvatore Dali (the one with 
the iconic moustache), we also met 
with Pablo Picasso.

The two had in common 
that both were Spaniards, artists, 
stile creators and well-known 
and famous all over the world. A 
special exhibition made possible 
to compare the artists and their 
works.

I f  you’re  not  so much 
interested in art, it’s worth a visit 
to the Dali Museum because of  
its breath-taking architecture 
(designed by Yann Weymouth) 
and the surrounding garden  
and landscaping.

We had to postpone our 
Valentine’s potluck due to the cold 
weather. But on Feb. 21, we had the 
best conditions we could ask for. It 
was a great success as 21 residents 
enjoyed the sunshine, good food 
(and plenty of  it) and the nice 
company. Whoever missed it, think 
about joining us next time. No need 
for bringing a dish, there is always 
more than enough food. 

Happy Easter everybody and 
please let me know if  you have a 
good story to share. 

Don’t miss 
visiting the  

Dali Museum

New resident’s career began with TWA

Great time of the year for family visits 

“Busy, busy, busy” best describes 
the residents of  the Granada building. 

Our yearly golf  outing consisted 
of  a small, but enthusiastic group of  
golfers. The winners were Bill Johnson, 
John Berald, Trish Burch and Pat 
Dalziel. John was an unexpected, but 
welcome guest. The golf  was then 
followed by hot dogs for all. 

Our monthly luncheon, held at the 
Olive Garden on March l6, was then 
followed by a building social gathering 
on March 25. The next building general 
meeting is scheduled for April 8. 

Karen Johnson is busily planning 
our annual picnic on April 11 at 5 p.m. 
in the west courtyard under the tree 
behind her condo. Bill and Karen will 
supply the chicken and have requested 
that all attendees bring their own chairs 
and a dish. 

Sunshine Lady Peggy Talak has 
sent several get-well and anniversary 
cards to our residents and she will also 
decorate our building news board. 

We are happy to welcome our 
newest resident, Sharon Hoenig, 
daughter of  Evelyn and Harry. Sharon 
was born in Iowa, but raised in 

Pittsburgh, before receiving her degree 
in finance from Kent State. 

Sharon has had an interesting, 
and varied career which began with her 
working as a flight attendant for TWA, 
eventually bringing her to Brentwood, 
Calif., for 12 years. 

She was a manager for an insurance 
company before making her decision 
to move to Clearwater to be close to 
family. Once she is comfortably settled 
in, Evelyn and Harry will come down 
with Sharon’s dog Cameo, which is a 
blind rescue dog. 

Sharon is an avid gardener and is 
an animal lover who would love to begin 
a new career by working with animals. 
We wish her the best of  luck and much 
happiness.

Until next month we wish everyone 
a Happy Easter and a sweet Passover.  
Remember to be kind to each other. 

Ken and Annette Carroll have 
been happily inundated with friends 
and family. 

Close friends from New Brunswick 
came down for 10 days. Then their 
daughter arrived with two friends from 
Nova Scotia for two weeks. Then her 
granddaughter and a friend came from 
New Brunswick for nine of  their 
university break days.

The whole family joined up at the 
Sirata at St. Petersburg beach. You’ve 
heard of  “shop till you drop?” Well, 
they hit all the shops in Tarpon Springs 
enjoying the boutiques for sponges, 
olive oil and lunch at Hellas Restaurant. 
Then they headed out to Ellenton Mall 
and Countryside Mall. 

Eating at Island Grill and visiting 
the Clearwater aquarium finished up 
their days in sunny Florida. Ken and 
Annette are getting ready for more 
northerners looking for warmth.

Tom and Barbara Holland enjoyed 
a visit from their daughter and her 
husband and children. A trip to Disney 
for three days is almost a prerequisite 
when the whole family is in Florida. 

During their stay they also saw 
the On Top of  the World St. Patrick’s 
parade, the beach, Tarpon Springs and 
the Aquarium. In just a few weeks a 
granddaughter comes in for a five-day 
spring break. Check out the picture of  
the grandchildren at the parade.

Ed and Marilyn Solivan enjoyed a 
nice visit from their son from California, 
who celebrated his 58th birthday with 
his parents. Marilyn said they really 
showed him the sights, attending the 
Dali Museum, St. Pete Art Museum, 
Lowry Park Zoo, and the Clearwater 
Rescue Marina.

While here he and his niece went 
to see a Diana Ross concert. They ate 
at Sweet Tomatoes and Lenny’s. They 
watched basketball and played dominos. 
As Marilyn says, “It was a fun time at 
the Solivans.” 

Seen on a Wisconsin license plate 
in OTOW, “Snowdin.” Watch the 
bulletin board for upcoming events.

Two of Tom and Barbara Hol land’s 
grandchildren enjoy the recent OTOW  
St. Patrick’s parade.
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OTOW After-Hours Emergency Number: 799-1115
(Water intrusion, elevator entrapment, building alarm malfunctions,  

and electrical problems)

Some interesting travels within the state

Our annual pizza party was 
held March 16 in the second- 
floor core.

It was hosted by Tom and 
Linda Monson. There was a wide 
selection of  pizzas, including 
anchovy toppings for those  
so inclined.

The ladies had lunch at 
Country Boy Restaurant in Dunedin 
on March 12. 

The men’s luncheon was at 
Hooters on the same day. 

April’s activities have not yet 
been planned. Watch the bulletin 
board for more information.

Mama sez: The best form of  
birth control after the age of  50  
is nudity!

Annual pizza 
party was a 

success 

We finally have a birthday from the 
Rural French — me!

News from Fay Diaz and family is 
that her cousin Brenda from Argentina 
came back to visit again. She loves it so 
much that she stayed two weeks. She 
loved waking up and going for a run in 
our beautiful On Top of  the World.

The first day they went to Dunedin 
for the craft festival, then to St. Pete 
to see the Dali Museum. Then off  
to bowling. Fay’s sister Monica won.  
Lucky sister!

They spent four days in Orlando 
at Disney’s Magic Kingdom, MGM 
Studios, and Universal Studios.

They checked the Ripley ’s 
Believe It or Not Museum and the 
Orlando shopping outlet mall. Back in 
Clearwater, they visited Pinots Palette 
studio for a painting class. They enjoyed 
mini golf  on the beach and of  course,  
much shopping!

Cousin Brenda says she can’t wait 
to return next year!

Deborah Mayo and Mike Gill 
recently took a road trip across the 
state to the Atlantic side of  Florida. 
They visited Marineland, the world’s 
first oceanarium, co-founded in 1938 
by Cornelius Vanderbilt Whitney  

(see photo at right). Once the site of  
the early underwater film industry, 
Marineland now remains a vibrant 
educational and research facility for 
marine biological study. During WWII, 
the government studied sharks and 
attempted to develop a shark repellent 
there. 

Deb and Mike also toured 
Washington Oaks Gardens, located 
near Flagler Beach. After a peaceful 
beach walk along the open Atlantic, 
they walked through the gardens and 
were able to sit on the same bench they 
sat on over 20 years ago! 

They reflected on their journey 
along the way in this life as they 
watched wildlife in the Mantanzes 

Waterway. They hope they can do 
another journey over to the same bench  
20 years from now.

Did you know Clearwater is 100 
years old this year? Look for celebrations 
throughout 2015.

See you next time, “b” good and 
“b” happy. God Bless.

Deborah Mayo and Mike Gil l visited 
Florida’s Atlantic coast recently, stopping 
at the venerable Marineland attraction near  
St. Augustine. Deborah is shown here in the 
popular giant shark’s mouth display.
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On the Air: OTOW-TV Channels 96 and 732

A look back at the OTOW News 
(April, 1990)

By Cele Radeloff  and Esta-Lee Schwartz
•  Jan Tipton, Managing Editor, wrote a column, “This and That from 

Jan’s desk.”

•  Thirty-one residents volunteered as typists or proofreaders for  
the OTOW News.

•  Good Neighbors has been in existence for 20-plus years. They were 
planning the Easter Sunday Sunrise Service to be held in the East Activity 
Center, with Reverend Tom Clark in charge. 

•  “Fun Club” was a column written by Phyllis Gregori, who reported on 
the St. Valentine’s party in the Craft Room. The cake was decorated with 
the words “Have Fun” and that’s what everyone had: Fun, Fun, Fun!

•  The Polish Club held its Fourth Annual “Evening in Poland” dinner-
dance. The local Polish Culture Club performed their rendition of  the 
Polanaise, one of  Poland’s most-loved formal dances, and was accorded 
a well-deserved standing ovation. Vic Kopinski was the reporter. 

•  Line Dancing: Spring Frolic was a big hit. In the guessing contest, you 
had to guess the number of  jelly beans in the large jar. A new dance 
called the “Scottish Swing” was introduced and Helen Travis called 
the Grand March in which everyone participated. Helen designed and  
hand-painted the door prizes and attached a $5 bill to each one. 

New reporter signs on as 
15-year veteran bids adieu

I am honored to take over the 
position of  writer for our wonderful 
Modernage Building.

My first contact at On Top of  the 
World was my neighbor, Gloria Walz, 
our previous building reporter for over 
15 years. Gloria has taught me so much 
in such a short time and she amazes me 
with her ability to make people feel at 
ease in a new environment. 

My husband James and I moved 
into our condo in July, 2014. We had 
researched the Clearwater area for over 
a year before we decided to purchase a 
condo. I love the beach and love being 
close to neighbors.

Everyone in our building has been 
so open and inviting and has treated us 
like family since we moved in. This is 
so important to us, because our closest 
family is in Boynton Beach, Fla.

I’m originally from Connecticut, 
but I’ve lived in many states on the East 
Coast. I love to meet new people and 
learn new things. 

We were looking for a comfortable, 
affordable “forever” home and we 
believe we have found it here. 

I wanted to find activities to enrich 
my life and the lives of  others. There 
are so many clubs available to us here 
and we have enjoyed the many activities 
our building holds, such as Christmas 
parties and annual cook-outs. 

I’ve been enjoying riding a bike 
again (after 30 or more years), swimming 
in the pools here and swimming in the 
most beautiful water at nearby beaches. 
I look forward to many more years here 
and getting to know more people here 
at On Top of  the World.

Gloria Walz Comment
This is my final column after 

enjoying writing it for more than  
15 years. 

I’ve learned a lot and also have met 
many very nice people. 

Thanks to everyone on the 
newspaper staff  who have made it 
easy for me. All of  you have really 
improved the paper greatly. Keep up 
the good work!

I think it’s time for a younger 
person to take over for me and show 
a different slant on things. Debbie 
Russell will be your new columnist for 
the Modernage Building. Her column 
begins after my comments here. 

Ed. Note: The OTOW News thanks 
Gloria for her dedication in helping the 
paper to be as fine as it is today. Good luck  
in the future! 

www.ontopoftheworldnews.com
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1/4 Horiz Ad 

Duplicate bridge player holds top national certification 
I want to introduce an interesting 

octogenarian living at On Top of  the 
World in the Brahman building. 

Paul Streigle’s degreed career was 
as an Electro (Electrical) Chemist, 
specializing in the thermal battery 
industry. He retired after 17 years and 
moved to Florida in 1987. He has lived 
here at OTOW since 1998 after he 
married Arlene.

He enjoyed the golf, fishing and 
playing bridge. Sadly, Arlene passed a 
year later. He is a quiet man who keeps 
to himself  mostly. 

When he leaves his apartment he 
walks briskly to leave the building but 
always responds to those who engage 
him with a good morning or hello. His 
response to the question, How are you 
today is “I am still upright” This always 
gets a chuckle.

He has a passion for duplicate 
bridge. Paul’s introduction to bridge 
was while attending Western Maryland 
College in 1949. Once in Florida in 
1987, after meeting an experienced 
bridge player who taught him more 
fundamentals, he began buying and 
reading books to learn what to do and 
what to avoid doing.

His interest turned to duplicate 
bridge that was more challenging.  

He belonged to the Clearwater Duplicate 
Bridge club and played in many local 
games in Clearwater, Palm Harbor, 
Tampa and St. Pete. 

He made Life Master in 1992 
after traveling to out-of-state cities 
that enabled him the ability to earn 500 
colored points. Since then it took him 
five more years to reach 1,000 points. 

On March 20, 1998, he earned 
the Silver Life Master Certificate (see 
photo). He earned his points traveling 
to Washington DC, Raleigh, Atlanta, 
Miami, and St. Louis. He played locally 
after 1999 when he stopped traveling 
due to illness.

He stated, “There are two categories 
of  players, social or competitive. I am 

a very competitive player.” Some years 
after he received his Silver Life Master, 
he tested to become a director and 
held that position until 2009. Due to 
health issues, he discontinued playing. 
However, he is always willing to help 
someone learn. 

According to Paul, “The secret 
to this game is to train, study and 

compete. Find people who are better 
than you are and learn from them.” Paul 
stated that he met his wife and many 
fine friends since 1987. He said bridge 
is a wonderful game and keeps the  
brain active. 

Paul says, “Good luck, players!”

Paul Streigle’s Silver Life Master certificate 
affirms his expertise in the game of bridge.
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2015 slate of officers announced at annual building meeting      

Building residents star in two recent OTOW productions

Trash room looking good, but dog owners need reminding

Hats off  to ever yone who 
participated in the On Top of  the 
World Jester’s Association 36th Annual 
Musical Variety Show!

Specifically, we are so very proud 
of  our two building participants: Phyllis 
Brooks and Georgia Nolati. This year’s 
show featured immigrants coming 
to America, as well as celebrating the 
“New America” with famous show 
songs and dance. 

Phyllis Brooks is enjoyable to 
listen to and watch her kick her limber 
legs and dance! For many years she was 
a star on the Orient Express with her 
singing and dancing. She was awesome 
singing solo “All That Jazz” and singing 
and dancing to “Cabaret.” Georgia 
Nolati sang solos of  “Circle of  Life,” 
and “You Raise Me Up.” 

We give great credit to all who 

performed! It requires dedication, many 
practices as a group, and the ability to 
perform in front of  an audience.

On Saturday, Feb. 28, an annual 
building meeting was held at the home 
of  Sandy and Jim Ropp. A large group 
was represented at this covered dish 

gathering. Officers for the year 2015 
are as follows:

Building captains, Jim and Sandy 
Ropp; secretary, Pat Johnson; treasurer, 
Michelle Davenport; building occupant 
roster, Linda Whitten; Social Committee, 
Cheryl Reese (chair) and Sandy Ropp; 
Sunshine Committee, Joan Armandi 
and Barbara Rice (co-chairs); building 
newsletter and the OTOW newspaper, 
Cheryl Reese. 

The “Ladies Luncheon” continues 
to meet at the core at noon the second 
Tuesday of  every month. If  you 
haven’t participated, please consider 
doing so; we always have fun and try  
different restaurants.

A “Pot Luck Dinner” will be 
held March 21 in the core. The Social 
Committee will be getting together 
to schedule various outings and get-

togethers. Watch the bulletin board  
for notices.

Regarding recycling: Remember 
that plastic bags, bottle caps or lids, 
Styrofoam egg crates are not allowed, 
since they can get caught in the cogs of  
the recycling equipment. (Cardboard 
egg crates are OK for recycling.). If  
in question, you might want to check 
the bulletin board where there are two 
columns of  the items that are and are 
not allowed in recycling. 

I personally have removed a 
computer printer, towels, a wooden 
object, metal dishes and bubble wrap 
from recycling bins and disposed of  
them in the regular garbage. 

Recycling here at OTOW is 
basically coming along beautifully — 
thanks to all who help!

April showers bring May flowers, 
and most of  the country will be happy 
to bypass the showers for some of  our 
lovely sunshine! 

The spring breakers were out in full 
force in March, our pool and beaches 
were crowded and the restaurants all 
had waiting lines. Every light had a row 
of  cars waiting to proceed and stores 
were selling everything in sight — the 
tourist season is in full swing.

Shortly all  the tourists will 
be heading home and we will start 
complaining about the heat but our 
pools will be full. 

The February luncheon was hosted 
by Linda Ledesma and was held at 
Chili’s (see photo at top right). A good 
turnout was treated to a nice lunch  
and a few laughs. 

The March lunch was hosted 
by Helen Sutkowi at Applebee’s, and 
again a great turnout was expected, 
along with fine food. The paper goes 
to press before we meet but more in 
the next issue. Watch the bulletin board  
for future outings. 

Recently a group from the Orizaba 
building attended a showing of  ”My 

Fair Lady” at the Francis Wilson 
Theater, which was a fund raiser for the 
Lions Club of  Clearwater. The group, 
consisting of  Helen and Walt Sutkowi, 
Jackie Blair and Ed Fournier, Rosemary 
Flaherty and myself, were treated to 
an appealing table spread of  fruits, 
veggies, cheese with crackers and finger 
sandwiches, a fine spread of  cookies 
and coffee, and a truly well done show. 
All in all a fine evening. 

Thanks to the efforts of  Joe 
Gonzales and other residents our trash 
room is looking a lot better these days. 
Remember that you live here and if  you 

see something wrong, speak up! 
By the way, I am getting feedback 

about dog owners not being observant 
regarding picking up and cleaning up 
after them. Remember that the dog 
doesn’t read the rules and regulations 
so the owner should.

People of  an advanced age should 
be careful about exercise. If  you want to 
exercise start with a five-pound potato 
bag, slowly work up to a 10-pound bag, 
then a 50-pound bag. When you feel 
comfortable with these, you can put  
a potato in the bag!

Orizaba residents enjoy a building lunch at Chilis’ recently. (Photo by Howard Bergendahl)

In February Dottie Taglieri 
and Gary Hunter took an eight-day 
cruise on the Carnival Sunshine out of   
Cape Canaveral. 

Dottie celebrated both her birthday 
and Valentine’s Day in Aruba, Curacao 
and Grand Turks. They had wonderful 
weather during the trip, along with 
awesome food, great shows and a 
wonderful and memorable week. What 
a great way to spend both occasions! 

Recently, I had the opportunity 

to attend the On Top of  the World 
Jesters musical performance “Celebrate 
America,” and the Theater Workshop’s 
“Sailing with the Love Bug.”

George Kolitsas of  our building 
performed in both shows and did a 
great job performing and singing.

Also, Brad Day, who volunteers 
and manages Monday night bingo 
performed in “Sailing with the Love 
Bug.” What a great voice Brad has. 
Brad also managed, along with bingo 

volunteers, the “Bingo Marathon” 
held Sunday, March 1. It was a well-
organized event and a fun day was 
had by all.

By the way, George Kolitsas will 
be performing in “Grand Hotel,” 
the musical at Francis Wilson 
Playhouse, May 7-24. Come see this 
amazing piece of  theater. You won’t  
be disappointed.

Best wishes for a blessed Easter 
and Passover to all.
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Viking residents have a 
new building reporter

Ex-resident returns to play 
his usual role in parade

Hello, Vikings. I am the new 
building reporter, replacing Pat Drake. 

Over the coming months, I hope 
to share your stories with our neighbors 
at On Top of  the World. 

As some of  you already know, I 
moved to OTOW in June, which was 
an important month for me. I retired 
after 33 years of  teaching English at 
Broward College in Pembroke Pines, 
Fla., sold my house in Hollywood, 
and bought and moved into my  
condo at OTOW. 

I moved to the area because my 
son and three granddaughters live in 
Clearwater, and I moved to OTOW 
because of  the activities and facilities. 

I was also the faculty advisor 
for the literary/arts magazine at the 

college and have a great interest in 
those areas. I’m an avid bird watcher 
and photographer. 

You can send me your news 
at pellingham@gmail.com, call me  
at 954-854-0042, or see me in person.

Coffee and donuts are served from 7 to 10 
a.m. every weekday morning in the East 

Activity Center auditorium.

COFFEE CORNER

Long-time resident Alan Pranica 
moved to Leesburg, Fla., a couple of  
years ago, but his heart remains with 
the Mandarin building, as do many of  
his friends. 

He returned to take part in the 
St. Patrick’s Day parade as he has 
for the last six years in the big green 
truck driven by Dawn Reid pulling the 
Snowbirds Float in the parade.

This year, Alan drove the truck in 
the parade while Dawn demonstrated 
her talent twirling the baton in the 
parade. Dawn used her high school 
baton that was showing a little wear and 
tear from being dropped a few times. 
But it was moving so fast in the parade 
that no one noticed.

Alan helped decorate the float, 
which went from an empty U-Haul 
trailer on Costa Rican Drive on Friday 
afternoon to one of  the best floats in 
the parade. At noon, the float returned 
to the Mandarin building and was 
stripped of  all its decorations by Alan, 
Dawn and other volunteers.

The Ladies Luncheon Group went 
to BJ’s at Countryside Mall, one of  their 
favorite places (see photo above). 

The annual business meeting was 
held at the West Activities Center with 
good attendance from owners and 

Mandarin Building ladies enjoy a fine lunch and good conversation at BJ’s Restaurant.

renters. The residents voted to collect 
membership dues of  $10 per condo to 
assist in building expenses not covered 
by the Association dues.

Election of  officers was also held 
and the slate of  officers is as follows: 
building co-captains, Ed and Dolly 
Foland; secretary, Phyllis Marsteller; 
treasurer, Bill Boll. Wing captains are 
Linda Bouley, Joan Brown, and Jim Grant. 
The Sunshine Lady is Jeannette Grant, 
the Good Neighbors representative 
is Mary McKeown, and building  
reporter is Ed Foland.

Thanks to the volunteers that 
signed up to serve on the storage room 
committee. Volunteers are still needed 
for the walkway committee.

Watch OTOW-TV  
Channels 96 and 732

OTOW Newspaper Web Site: 
www.ontopoftheworldnews.com
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Visitor space parking rules restated

March came in like a lamb for 
us, much to the envy of  those living 
in most of  the upper states. 

I did hear that Boston was 
wishing for a few more inches in 
order to break their all-time record. 
I am sure that those of  us lucky 
enough to be in Florida did not 
want to shovel snow this year!

March was another busy 
month as we set out clocks ahead 
and found out that the sun has not 
cooperated yet. The Irish Parade 
was next. Even though it was cool, 
it was well- attended. Next came 
the Ides of  March, and after that 
the first day of  Spring.

In April will have April Fools 
Day, Passover, Good Friday and 
Easter. A time to reflect on the past 
and look to the future.

Of  course we cannot forget 
that this is “Spring Break,” which 
seems to last for quite a while. 
This is the time we tell our friends 
that the beach is nice (but we 
residents stay away, since there is no  
place to park).

Several neighbors had visitors 
who came to soak up some of  our 
sunshine. Some took a cruise, but 
most of  us just stayed and enjoyed 
the weather.

Sally Morgan, Dawn Rubio 
and I joined our friends across the 
street and went to Ruth Eckerd 
Hall to enjoy “Swing Time.” This 
is a great way to relax and enjoy 
two hours of  entertainment for a  
very low price.

“I know not what the future 
holds, but I know who holds the 
future.”

Spring break 
arrives with its 
usual crowds

COMMUNITY 
SERVICE OFFICE:
8:30 A.M. — 3 P.M. 
EAST ACTIVITY 

CENTER

April is the month of  the Espana 
building’s anniversary. 

In April 1993, the first residents 
moved into this then-new building. We 
have just completed our 22nd year. Of  
the 54 apartments in our building, there 
are only 12 apartments that are still 
occupied by original residents. 

In the North side condos, the eight 
original residents are: Nancy Savelle; 
Jackie Manfredi; Dee Cotter; Ruth and 
Jim Osborne and Minnie Osborne,  
Ken Russell; Connie Wells; and me. 

In the South side condos there 
are five: Millie Anderson; Catherine 
Haubenreich; Lill and Herb Cervinka; 
and Phyllis Shapack.

When Espana first opened in 
1993, I decided to make a telephone 
directory, since I had done one while 
living at Casa Verde. I did the Espana 
directory for five years when I was 
asked to be the Espana reporter for 
the newspaper. I have just completed 
my 17th year in that role.

Many residents had visitors this 
past month. Virginia Rudolph’s son, 
who is a retired U.S. Air Force military 

pilot, came from Tucson, Ariz. Alice 
and Dave Baxendale had their daughter 
from New Jersey.

 Lill and Herb Cervinka’s son and 
daughter-in-law came from Wisconsin 
to visit. Carol Keough’s daughter and 
Carole’s grandson came from Newport 
News, Va., to visit. He was on spring 
break from college. 

Based on complaints, Sharon 
Licata wrote a letter to several of  our 
residents in regard to rules regarding 
handicapped and visitor parking. Her 
letter states that residents with two cars 
and one assigned parking space should 

park their second car on the street, 
because the handicapped and visitor 
spaces are for visitors. One recipient 
of  the letter posted it on the Bulletin 
Board for us all to see.

A word to the wise should be 
sufficient. In January, the yellow lines 
in our parking lots were painted. In 
February, the palm trees were trimmed. 
Both of  these events required our 
cars to be moved. Several of  our 
residents went away and did not leave 
their car keys with a neighbor. Please 
be considerate and plan ahead for  
the unexpected. 

This month is Easter. Do you 
remember when on Easter Sunday, the 
ladies all wore new Easter bonnets, suits, 
gloves, and high heels? I lived in New 
York City and many times participated 
in the Easter Parade down Fifth Ave. 
Those things are now all part of  our 
past, but are fond memories. For the 
children, we still have Easter egg hunts, 
Easter baskets and the Easter Bunny. 
Let’s hope that we never lose those.

Happy Easter to you all! 

On the second Monday of each month from September through April, blood pressure testing 
will be available at the East Activity Center from  8:30 to 10:30 a.m. Special thanks go to our 

nurses for volunteering to take blood pressures. Remember, all are welcome. 

BLOOD PRESSURE PROGRAM
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He’s ‘fit as a fiddle’ and a Canadian champion to boot
We were honored to have 

a champion fiddler perform for  
us recently. 

His name is Andrew Clark, and 
he was accompanied by his wife, 
Edna. Andy is a 65-plus champion 
fiddler who won the Southwestern 
Fiddle Championship in Dorchester, 
Ontario, Canada. 

His collection included sing-a-
longs, Canadian, Scottish, Irish, and 
old-time tunes. Some were “Tennessee 
Waltz,” “Danny Boy,” “When Irish 
Eyes Are Smiling,” “Daisy,” “Take 
Me out to the Ballgame,” “Dill Pickle 
Rag,” “Beer Barrel Polka” and other 
toe-tapping tunes. 

We were thankful to witness 
such awe-inspiring talent live on a 
pleasant Sunday afternoon! They 
were guests of  Faye and Ed Landry. 
Faye recently had a surprise 80th 
birthday for Ed at a private room in 
the Grillsmith restaurant filled with 
26 of  his relatives. 

The biggest surprise was seeing 
his “kids” from Texas. There was  
another celebration when they all 
went to Universal Studios, where Ed 
accompanied his kids on a number of  
roller coaster rides.

Well, we had our building meeting 
and the good news is that we still have 
Shirley Golding for president. Thank 
you, Shirley, for carrying on this 
awesome responsibility for another 
year. See the bulletin board for details 
on the next meeting. 

It seems that no great amount 
of  money was won at our “Day at the 
Races,” but everybody loved it and 
enjoyed the great buffet. 

There was a good turnout at  
The Lucky Dill and everyone enjoyed 
the “Green Alligator” song. 

There was also a good turnout 
for the St. Patrick’s Day coffee on a 
Saturday morning.

Time to say farewell to our 
Snowbirds by getting together at 
Ozona Blue for lunch. 

On this note, I had an opportunity 
to say a belated hello to one of  our 
Snowbirds the other day. Walter 
Lanham and his wife, Evelyn, are 

Andrew Clark, champion fiddler (shown in background), plays some tunes accompanied 
by his wife, Edna on the electric piano. They recently entertained Bohemia residents. 

from Indiana, Walt retired from 
tool and die making, and Evelyn 
from Rand-McNally. He now does 
woodworking for a hobby and 
they both enjoy walking together. 
Their grand-daughter recently won  
an Ironman in Kentucky.

Copies of the OTOW News are available in the lobbies of the East and West Activity Centers.
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Resident shows off Easter egg collection

Many interesting facets to this featured resident couple

I absolutely love spring here at  
On Top of  the World.

There is a freshness to the green, 
a feeling in the air when spring arrives. 
Like the little verse we used to quote: 
“Spring has sprung, the grass has ris’,  
I wonder where the birdies is!”

Easter is here. If  you missed 
Bethyl Mayers’ display of  Easter eggs 
at the Countryside Library last year, you 
can see it at the East branch on Drew 
Street (see photo at far right). 

These are highly-decorated egg 
shells, known locally as himestojas. 
Bethyl and her husband Bob collected 
these while they were living in Budapest, 
Hungary. She found them in Poland, 
Slovenia, Romanian and the Czech 
Republic. Don’t miss it.

Fran Rich and her daughter spent a 
week in Los Angeles recently. She lived 
in L.A. for 45 years, so it was good to 
visit old friends still there. 

Her daughter Sharon flew in 
from Park City, Utah, where she 
attended the Sundance Film Festival. 
Sharon is a film historian and author 
known for “Sweethearts,” her best-
sell ing biography of  the 1930’s 
movie team Jeanette MacDonald and  
Nelson Eddy. 

While a teenager, Sharon became 
friends with MacDonald’s sister, 
actress Blossom Rock, best known 
as “Grandmama” in the TV series 
“The Addams Family.” Blossom 
revealed the truth about her sister’s 
life, that off-screen, Jeanette and Nelson 

wanted to marry, but MGM refused 
to grant permission. They eventually 
married others, but were in love all 
their lives and, as a result, carried on a  
secret affair. 

Sharon’s book is available on 
Amazon.com and is soon to be a 
movie. When not traveling the globe, 
she resides in New York City with her 
husband and daughter. Thankfully, Fran 
says, she spends a lot of  time with mom 
here in Clearwater.

For Christmas, I gave one of  my 
grandsons my late husband’s golf  clubs. 
He is in eighth grade, too young to join 
the high school golf  team, but they are 
letting him practice, and he will be on 
the team next year.

Another grandson has been in 
Ecuador this semester with his Taylor U. 
class, studying science in a college there 
and working in a medical laboratory. 
I guess the altitude there isn’t really 
bothering him. What great experiences 

students get now, compared to when I 
was in school.

I heard of  great St. Patrick’s Day 
parties all across OTOW. Ours was no 
exception. We had a good turnout at 
Kally K’s on March 17. We can thank 
Linda and George Myers for the fun 
evening. It was good to see Vicky 
and Tom Flora back in time to join  
the group.

I have never had much experience 
with yard sales, etc., but I tried the 
flea market last month. I tried to sell 
a friend’s collection of  NASCAR 
Yearbooks. The ones that didn’t sell,  
I donated to the library.

Bethyl Mayers collects gorgeous highly-
decorated egg shel ls  (h imestojas). 
Par t  o f  her  co l lec t ion is  cur rent ly 
showing at the Clearwater East Library.   
           (File photo by John Koning)

Hi, neighbors — how in the  
world RU?

This month I would like you to 
meet Lee and Pat Catalfomo. Lee’s 
grandparents came to America in 
1916. His grandfather served in the 
U.S. Army with the cavalry, stationed in 
France during World War I. His parents 
are 91 years of  age and are living  
in New York City.

Lee and Pat have a daughter and 
two sons whom they raised in East 
Meadows, N.Y. Lee worked 41 years on 
a research project that inspects nuclear 
power plants worldwide. He retired in 
2013 and is now hired as a consultant.

Pat retired as secretary of  Our 
Lady of  the Rosary Church in Land 
O’ Lakes, Fla., before coming to 
Clearwater. She also volunteers at 
St. Michael the Archangel Church in 
Dunedin. She worked backstage for 
the Jesters’ musical variety show this 
past February. In that production, 
Lee performed as “Zorba” and did a 
Greek dance. He also was in the Italian  
Opera scene.

Lee and Pat enjoy traveling. Lee’s 

work has taken them all over the world. 
Lee spent a year in Belgium with the 
U.S. Air Force. They have also been to 
Italy, Greece, France, China and Egypt. 
They go from Vienna to Istanbul, and 
Amsterdam to Frankfort, like it was a 
walk in the park. They’ve been to the 
Normandy Beaches and power plants in 
the North Sea areas, which helps make 
up the 35 countries they have visited.

Lee’s favorite automobile is the 
Corvette. He has proudly owned 
three of  them He has dozens of  their 
models on display in their Florida 
room. He enjoys fishing and has a 
canoe by the west side lake ready to 
catch a bass. He also works the lights 

for the Entertainment Committee 
whenever they have shows at the East  
Activity Center. 

You will find Lee at the exercise 
class which meets on Mondays, 

Featured OTOW residents Lee and Pat Catalfomo have lived all over the world. They are 
shown here with their pet dog, “Zena.”      (Photo by Mary Lou Wall)

Wednesdays and Fridays at 10 a.m. in 
the West side gym.

Thank you, Lee and Pat, for such a 
unique interview. We’ll see you around 
the campus. 
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Two talented residents display their work at art show
We had a lot going on this month 

involving our residents.
We recently went to Queens Pizza 

in Clearwater for dinner. About 20 of  
our neighbors attended. The food was 
good as well as the company. I think 
we were all tired of  being cooped up 
with the cold weather.

Two of  our neighbors entered 
their art work in the recent Art Show 
at the East Activity Center. This was 
the second year they entered. Audrey 
Lerigo and Penny Page had great 
pieces on display (see photo).

Penny has been painting since 
2012 after she moved into On Top of  
the World. She has come a long way 
with her work. Her talent certainly  
is showing. 

Audrey has been doing art 
work for years. She says “she is still 
learning new things at the Art Guild.” 
Although our neighbors did not win 
best in show, they are winners to us. 
Congratulations for your displays! 

Exciting news: Don Leamy 
was golfing with the Baby Boomers 
Club at the nine-hole golf  course. 
Don had a hole-in-one on the first 
hole, a par 3, 157 yard hole. He used  

a 4-iron hybrid club. This is the second 
time Don has hit a hole-in-one in his 
golfing career. The playing group was 
Penni and Denny Telleck and Ron 
Clement who witnessed this great 
event. Congratulations, Don!

I do enjoy writing the articles for 
our building. If  you have any exciting 
news about a unique trip, anniversary, 
a special birthday, new grandchild, 
etc., I would love to interview you. 
You could also write your own notes 
and I will pick them up, or just put in 
the white mailbox. The box is under 
the bulletin board in the core.

We hope all our neighbors and 
their families have a glorious and 
wonderful Easter.

Audrey Lerigo and Penny Page display their entries for the recent Art Show at OTOW.
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Many residents attend productive meeting 

Much to do at OTOW during spring, summer

Mandalay has gone through a long 
period where we have not done much 
as a group (such as having building 
lunches, as we used to do). 

It appears that the residents have 
been hungry for some interaction 
since a substantial number of  our 
neighbors turned out in response 
to an announcement of  a building 
meeting to be held in the core on  
Feb. 22. The weather favored us by turning 
the temperature to the seventies, so it  
was comfortable.

The conversation was lively and 
covered several topics. The decision 
was made to resume collecting dues and 
to use any surplus left after paying for 
building needs to give ourselves a party. 
Our treasurer made a report. 

This building had a number of  
carts available to all residents to help 
them get their groceries from their 
cars to their apartments, but most had 
become too rickety for continued use 
and were retired.

It was decided to buy a new set 

and Miriam McCarty bought four 
carts from Bed, Bath and Beyond with 
a 20-percent discount. She painted 
the wheels red so there would be no 
confusion about which were carts 
belonging to the building and not  
to individuals. 

People who use the carts are, in 
good conscience, obligated to return 
them to the core so others can use 
them. (If  you are having trouble finding 
them, look at the space between the 

door to the garbage room and the 
mailboxes — they are often folded  
and stored there.)

Our building captain, Lewis 
Michaels, reported that the building 
flag had been blown down by some 
of  the recent high winds and that 
he had purchased a new rope and  
put the flag back up. 

Shirley Finestein asked if  anybody 
had experienced any vandalism lately. 

Our  new  ne i ghbor s  we re 
introduced and welcomed. A request 
was made that we consider having 
a wine and cheese party (someone 
else agreed that was fine, but wanted 
something sweet included).

Most of  the participants were 
eager to resume our building lunch 
dates. The first one was at the Oriental 
Buffet on Gulf  to Bay on March 22.

The meeting concluded with 
refreshments. Coffee and soda had been 
provided and really good large cookies 
and brownies were put out. It made for 
good conversation afterwards. 

•  This facility is exclusively for 
OTOW unit owners with a valid 
recreation card, for guests of 
unit owners accompanying 
res idents  wi th  a  va l id 
recreation card, or for renters 
with a valid recreation card.

•  Please show your valid 
recreation card upon the  
S C A  s t a f f ’ s  r e q u e s t .

•   Unauthorized persons will be 
asked to leave.

• Swim at your own risk

•  There is no lifeguard on duty.

•  Oils, sun block, and body 
lotions must be showered off 
before entering pool.

•  Pool will be closed during 
inclement weather.

•  Walkways to the gates must 
be kept clear at all times.

•  Use of these facilities is at a 
resident’s or guest’s own risk.

•  Guests under the age of 15 
may use the facility from 12–4 
p.m., seven days a week. 

•  Guests under age 18 must be 
accompanied by an adult at 
all times.

•  Children under age 2 must 
wear a “swim diaper.”

•  Please take all children for 
frequent potty breaks.

•  Pools are closed when gates 
are locked. 

Happy springtime from the  
Bavarian Chalet!

Looks like our warm weather 
is here to stay and that means our 
Snowbirds will be hitting the road 
for cooler climates. Wishing you all 
a safe return to your summer homes 
and looking forward to seeing you all  
back in the fall!

For those of  us staying here to 
“tough out” the summer months, take a 
look around at what we have right here 
in our own backyard to keep cool!

From our location, we can just 
walk across Columbia Drive to the 
tennis courts and swimming pool! We 
can take a short walk down the shaded 
street to sit by the pond and watch an 
assortment of  wild birds, ducks, white 
ibis, and wood storks to name a few. 

You can often catch sight of  
turtles, and we’ve even had an otter 
family here in the past. It’s very relaxing 
just to sit and watch, but they make for 
some great pictures too, if  you bring 
your camera or cell phone along. 

Just make sure to look, not touch, 
and please leave the stale bread at home. 
It isn’t good for them to eat it.

When evening rolls around, you 
might like to take a little jaunt over to 
the West side to stroll along the path 
and watch a sunset over the lake. I’ve 
taken several beautiful pictures from 
that location. How lovely to have these 
outdoor amenities without even leaving 
the community!

Congratulations to Pat and Paula 
Porcelli on the birth of  their newest 
grandbaby! The little grandson made 
his debut on March 1, weighing in at 
7 pounds 7 ounces (see photo). He is 
the Porcelli’s 12th grandchild! They 
have one great-grandchild as well. Best 
wishes to the family.

Bob and Joanne Wallend will 
soon be celebrating their 40th wedding 
anniversary! That’s quite a milestone; we 
congratulate them and wish them well. 
We’ll be looking forward to hearing 
about their special adventure, and 
maybe they’ll let us share some of  it in 
the next issue.

Happy Passover and Happy  
Easter to all!

Paula Porcelli and her newborn grandson.  
            (Courtesy of Paula Porcelli)
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April Fools’ Day 
Wednesday, April 1

Good Friday 
April 3

Passover Begins  
Friday, April 3 

Easter Sunday 
April 5

Earth Day 
Wednesday, April 22

Arbor Day 
Friday, April 24

1 Wednesday ..............6:00 PM ..................................... Theater Workshop Meeting & Dinner ............................................... Sunrise Room
1 Wednesday ..............5:30 PM ..................................... Baby Boomers Meeting ......................................................................Starlite Room
2 Thursday .................1:00 PM ..................................... Press Association Luncheon ........................................................................Veranda
2 Thursday .................10:30 AM ................................... Pennsylvania Club Meeting ...............................................................Starlite Room
5 Sunday ....................3:30 PM ..................................... Pennsylvania Club Dinner ........................................................................Road Trip
8 Wednesday ..............All Day ...................................... Travel Club Road Trip ..............................................................................Road Trip
8 Wednesday ..............5:00 PM ..................................... Jesters Dinner ..........................................................................................  Road Trip
10 Friday ......................12:00 PM ................................... Pennsylvania Club Luncheon ................................................................ Auditorium
10 Friday ......................7:00 PM ..................................... Lambda Club Meeting ................................................................. Large Card Room
10 Friday ......................PM ............................................. Italian Club Luncheon ..............................................................................Road Trip
11 Saturday ..................5:00 PM ..................................... No. 40 Granada Dinner ............................................................................. Outdoors
12 Sunday ....................All Day ...................................... Pennsylvania Club Road Trip ...................................................................Road Trip
13 Monday ...................1:00 PM ..................................... Family History Meeting ................................................................ Computer Room
15 Wednesday ..............6:00 PM ..................................... Italian Club Dinner ................................................................................ Auditorium
16 Thursday .................5:30 PM ..................................... Baby Boomers Meeting ......................................................................Starlite Room
22 Wednesday ..............5:30 PM ..................................... NY-NJ Club Dinner ............................................................................... Auditorium
22 Wednesday ..............7:00 PM ..................................... No. 89 Siboney Meeting .................................................................... Sunrise Room

Note: This is an abbreviated calendar for April, 2015. Calendar content and layout may  
vary monthly until permanent modifications and/or fixes to the calendar  

database system used by OTOW are fully implemented. 
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AEROBICS
Mon & Tue & Wed, 10 am, East Gym

BONESAVERS
Mon & Wed & Fri, 8 am, Large Card Room

FAT-BURNING WORKOUTS
Tuesdays, 9 am, Large Card Room

LADIES EXERCISES
Mon-Fri, 8 am, East Gym

AQUA AEROBICS
Mon-Fri, 9 am, East Pool

TAI CHI
Mon & Wed & Sat, 1 pm, East Gym
Tuesdays, 6 pm, East Gym

SLIMNASTICS
Mon-Fri, 9 am, East Gym 

YOGA
Tue & Thu, 11 am, East Gym

LINE DANCING
Tuesdays, 9 am, Sunrise Room (Snowbirds Salsasize)
Tuesday, 1 pm, Auditorium (Line Dance Club)
Thursdays, 8:30 a.m., Sunrise Room (Snowbirds)
Saturday, 8:30 am, Auditorium (Line Dance Club)

ZUMBA
Mon & Fri, 9 am, Large Card Room
Wednesdays, 9:30 am, Auditorium

BID EUCHRE
Tuesdays, 6:30 pm, Starlite Room

BILLIARDS
Mondays,& Tuesdays, 6 pm, 8-Ball, Billiards Room
Tuesdays& Fridays, 1 pm, 9-Ball, Billiards Room
Wednesdays, 6:30 pm, Que’T Ladies Billiards, Billiards Room
Thursdays, 6 pm, Scotch Doubles, Billiards Room

CHESS CLUB
Tue & Thu, 2 pm, Rainbow Room

CONTRACT BRIDGE
Mondays, 11 am, Yellow Room
Sundays, 11:30 am, Yellow Room

CRIBBAGE
Wednesdays, 9 am, Large Card Room

DOMINOS
Tuesdays, 5:30 pm, Small Classroom

DUPLICATE BRIDGE
Mon & Wed & Sat, 11 am, Large Card Room
Thursdays, 11 am, Large Card Room

HAND AND FOOT CANASTA
Mon & Tue, 1 pm, Small Classroom
Thursdays, 6:30 pm, Rainbow Room
Fridays, 6:30 pm, Small Classroom

SCRABBLE
Sundays, 12 pm, Yellow Room

TENNIS
Monday-Friday, 7:30 am, tennis courts

MAHJONGG
Mondays, 12:30 pm, Rainbow Room
Mondays, 5 pm, Rainbow Room
Tuesdays, 6 pm, Rainbow Room
Wednesdays, 1 pm, Rainbow Room
Fridays, 1 pm, Rainbow Room

PINOCHLE
Tuesdays, 6 pm, Large Card Room
Thursdays, 4 pm, Large Card Room
Thursdays, 5 pm, Small Classroom
Fri & Sun, 5:30 pm, Small Classroom
Sundays, 12:30 pm, Large Card Room

TEXAS CARD GAME GROUPS
Mondays, 5 pm, Poker Room (Jim)
Mon & Wed, 6:30 pm, Classroom
Mon & Thu, 6 pm, Yellow Room (Ron)
Tuesdays, 6 pm, Poker Room (Tom)
Wednesdays 6 pm, Rainbow Room (Don)
Wed & Fri, 6 pm, Yellow Room (Carol)
Wed & Fri, 5:30 pm, Poker Room (Mike)

ART GUILD
Oil and acrylic class, 1 pm, Mondays
Chinese Pain Brush, 1 pm, Fridays
Painting Pals, 1 pm, Wednesdays
Drawing Classes, 1 pm, Thursdays

BALLROOM DANCING
Mondays, 11 am, Auditorium
Wednesdays, 1 pm, Sunrise Room

BIBLE STUDY
Tuesdays, 7 pm, Veranda Room

CARING AND SHARING
Fridays, 8 am, Kitchen/Craft Room

COMPUTER LAB
Mon-Fri, 8:30 a.m., Computer Room

CERAMICS
Tuesdays, 12 pm, Kitchen/Craft Room
Fridays, 9 am, Kitchen/Craft Room

GOOD NEIGHBORS CRAFTS
Wednesdays, 9 am, Kitchen/Craft Room

KNITTING
Wednesdays, 9 am, Veranda Room

LANGUAGES
Learn Italian, Thursdays, 3:30 pm, Small Card Room
Learn Chinese, Tuesdays, 5:15 pm, Small Classroom
Spanish Speaking, Tuesdays, 9 am, Yellow Room

SEWING
Wednesdays, 9 am, Starlite Room

Exercises

Traditional Games

Classes and Crafts

If a time, date or place for an event on this page is changing next month, please notify the newsroom by the 15th of this month.
If there is an error on this page, something is missing or something needs to be added, please notify the newsroom as soon as possible.

Club and Group Ticket Sales, Mondays and Thursdays, 8:30-10:30 am East Activity Center auditorium
Coffee Corner, Mondays through Fridays, 7-10 am, East Activity Center Coffee Corner

Philosophy Club, Tuesdays, 10 a.m., Veranda Room • AARP Tax Service, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 8-12 in Small Classroom

For Everyone
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Hello, fellow Romans.
One of  our  f irst-f loor 

neighbors, Carey Demoustes, 
found a stray cat last month. She 
and some of  the other neighbors 
began feeding the cat.

Once she was able to coax it 
into her home, she took it to her 
veterinarian, who found that the cat 
had a microchip and was therefore 
able to contact the owner.

So, if  you find a stray animal, 
take it to a veterinarian’s office. 
They won’t charge you anything to 
scan the animal for a microchip.

Also, if  you continue to feed 
a stray it will most likely never go 
home to its owner. Someone would 
be missing a cherished pet.

If  you enjoy reading the 
OTOW newspaper and especially 
news about our building, contact me 
with your information. Remember, 
if  there is no new building news, 
there is no column to write.

‘Till We Meet Again.

Wise advice 
on handling 
stray animals

Where Does Time Go to Rest?
Time goes to a place where the four winds  

are free
To meet and play in the tree tops and dance with 

the harvest moon,
Listen closely for the faint familiar music  

you hear .
The trees are whispering their island dreams  

in the night wind.
After changing my clocks ahead 

on March 8, I don’t want to do it again. 
How can we get the government to 
leave the time alone? It is either light 
in the morning or the evening and as 
my farmer Dad used to say, “the cows 
can’t change their time.” 

First bit of  news, this is my 
final column. I went through my old 
files and found that I had written 
my first article for the May 1, 1995, 
edition of  this newspaper. I decided 
20 years was enough! Also you all 
need a new perspective on Melbourne 
news. Thanks for putting up with me  
for this long!

Fortunately, Pat Stephens has 
agreed to take over this report. Her 
first column will be in the May issue. 
I know she is a dedicated person and 
will do a great job for the building. 
Get some news in for her via the black 
mail box by the bulletin board or any  
way you can.

Connie Valentin’s nephew came 
down from New York for a few days 
with her two nephews and one niece. 
She was so happy to see them.

Roisin Dooley visited her mother 
Pat Dooley, and both were guests at the 
Grillsmith building dinner. Always glad 
to have Pat and her daughter, too. 

Carol Anne Futej was happy to 
have her daughter, son-in-law and a 
granddaughter visiting during the Ohio 
State spring break. Carol’s daughter is a 
nurse just like her mother.

Pat Stephens had friends visiting 
from San Diego — one a former  
co-worker. They were traveling through 
Florida on their way to a cruise.

Betty Hayhurst has been busy 

working on her Life Master in bridge. 
That is quite an accomplishment. 

Ruth LaHoy’s son and grandson 
came to visit her from the brutal 
Michigan weather. They only stayed a 
week, but it was great having them. 

I  h o p e  t o  s o m e t i m e  g e t 
to Connecticut to celebrate my 
granddaughter’s birthday and to 
see my almost 3-month old great-
granddaughter for the first time. Since 
she is my first and only great grandchild, 
it is a joyous time. 

Bonnie White’s son and daughter-
in-law are expecting Bonnie’s first 
grandchild in May. They recently threw 
a baby shower, which she said was fun. 
She can hardly wait — hope she gets 
his blanket finished by then! 

May you all have a wonderful 
April. With Passover, Easter and Arbor 
Day on the calendar, there will be lots to 
celebrate. Enjoy life. I’ll see you around 
On Top of  the World somewhere.

Ed. Note: The OTOW News thanks 
Val Kastner for her 20 years of  service in 
writing her column, hardly ever missing an 
issue. It is reporters such as Val that help 
make our paper such a great publication.  
We wish you good luck in the future! 

New reporter will be taking over column

Busy resident is also SPC adjunct professor
Do take  a  s t ro l l  by  Dave 

Bukoveckey’s unit and be reminded 
of  the Easter spirit that for years was 
evidenced in the core by Shirley and 
Sherry, that creative duo that were 
always decorating. 

Thanks, Dave, and others who are 
busy in such creative ways. 

Sophie Kugeares has made several 
efforts to organize a bit of  socializing 
but, as we are well aware, the weather 
was really too cold to enjoy the common 
areas. Now, spring is fast approaching 
and balmier, gentler breezes are here. 

The monthly lunch bunch will 
also grow. Let Phil Woods know of  
your suggestions or sign up at the very 
enjoyable places suggested.

Thank goodness the lawn bowl 
residents did get to enjoy their great 
new facility. And the warmth that is 
coming is making us give full use to the 
great pool and furniture.

Do read the attractive notices on 
the bulletin board for news or ideas.

Many of  us know the talents of  
Sophia Kugeares, who was mentioned 
earlier, and know that she always has 
something going on, but we have 
so many new residents she needs  
to be re-introduced. 

Sophia is in every sense an educator: 
public school, literacy programs and on-
line learning classes.  Some of  you may 
have enrolled in her offerings.

A poster invited us to attend 
her lecture in February on the 100th 
anniversary of  the Armenian Genocide. 
She has been Adjunct Professor 
of  Humanities for 30 years at St. 
Petersburg College and has a specialty in  
Armenian Culture.

Sophia’s sister Betty, formerly a 
University of  California San Diego 
lecturer, retired and living in Monroe, 
Mich., visited here recently to see the 
local lecture by her sister, and also 
attend some exciting quilting events.

One event was highlighted by 
a trunk show by Jenny Doan of  TV 
and YouTube fame, held in Oldsmar  
recently (see photo).

In addition, Sophia and Betty, as 
well as Donna Moore and June Weber, 
joined 225 other quilting enthusiasts 
at the Quilters Crossing Bi-Annual 

Quilt Show held at the Countryside 
Recreation Center in January. 

These girls also found time for 
music: a concert of  classical Byzantine 
music at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 
Church and attendance of  the St. Olaf  
University Orchestra at St. Petersburg 
College auditorium.

Another family member George, 
the brother of  those two, flew in as a 
surprise to attend his sister’s lecture. 

Two of  Sophia’s daughters helped 
keep Aunt and Uncle so busy they didn’t 
have much time to miss the snows  
of  Michigan!

Let me know what you’ve been up 
to: visitors, trips, etc. Thanks!

Quilting expert Jenny Doan of Missouri 
Quilting Co. signs an autograph for Sophia 
Kugeares at a recent area quilting event.
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Featured resident is former Canadian Club president

Spring break visitors begin their annual trek to OTOW

Carol Gray was president of  the 
On Top of  the World Canadian Club in 
the year 1999/2000 and presided over 
the 25th anniversary of  the club. 

As you may have guessed, Carol 
comes from Canada and has been 
doing so over winters since she first 
discovered OTOW with her husband 
in 1982. 

They were vacationing with friends 
who lived in a mobile park nearby. The 
friends drove them through the Sunset 
Point gate of  OTOW and said “If  you 
folks ever think of  buying, you should 
look here.” The next day they came 
back to OTOW looked around and 
signed on the dotted line. They became 
Snowbirds in 1987 upon retirement. 

Carol was born in a little town 
called Brighton in Ontario, Canada, 
but moved to Ajax, Ontario. This town 
distinguished itself  during WWII as a 
town with an important munitions plant 
that made bombs for the war effort.

The recent television series called 
“The Bomb Girls” was based on this 
munitions plant, and information was 
garnered from friends and relatives of  
Carol who worked in the plant. 

Her early career involved many 
moves as her husband was transferred 
often and her work took her from 
accounting positions to supervisory 
positions in Peterborough, Ajax, and 
eventually Stratford, Ontario, where 
she was the supervisor of  payroll in the 
hospital there. 

Carol played softball and golf  
and enjoyed curling in Canada as a 
young person, and when she came to 
OTOW, her boundless energy kept her 
very active in golf, duplicate bridge, 

the OTOW Chorus, and clubs like  
the Canadian Club. 

Her golf  trophies include a hole-
in-one trophy which is pictured with 
the article (see photo). Carol for years 
arranged trips to Biloxi for the gamers 
at OTOW and enjoyed the outings with 
many in our community.

She has enjoyed her 28 years at 
OTOW in the Dorado Building and 
continues to be quite active. 

Carol points to her involvement 
in the Canadian Club and her work in 
celebrating the 25th anniversary of  the 
club as one of  the great highlights of  
her time here. She organized the club’s 
Christmas party for many years, and 
during her presidency she organized 
a special entertainment show for what 

was called Entertainment Night (now 
called Spring Fling). 

She is shown in the photo above 
during the 2000 President’s Ball 
with OTOW founder Sidney Colen  
and Mrs. Colen. 

Her son and his wife have been 
close to Carol over the years and spend 
a great deal of  time with her here in 
Florida as well as in Bowmanville, 
where they all spend the summer.

Carol Gray (center) is shown here during the Canadian Club 2000 President’s Ball with 
On Top of the World founder Sidney Colen and Mrs. Colen.         (Photos by Don Jones)

Carol’s hole-in-one trophy attests  
to her prowess on the golf links.

Do you remember when Nancy 
Kerrigan the ice skater was injured in 
the Tonya Harding incident and all she 
kept saying was “why, why?”

Well, I uttered those same words 
many times this week as I had a flood 
in my apartment which also caused 
damage to my very nice neighbor’s 
condo downstairs. I couldn’t believe 
it happened but thank God for 
insurance. I agree with Ken Colen’s 
advice to get coverage, so take heed –  
get insurance!

Have we ever had visitors in the 
Siboney — at Arla Gossiaux’s, it was 
like a revolving door! First her son and 
his wife arrived with two sons from 
Whitmore Lake, Mich., and stayed  
for a week. 

Then a grandson and great-
grandson arrived for a short visit. His 
wife is going to school and will be a 
lawyer in December. On the sidelines, 
she is a farmer who makes all her own 

butter, cheese, soap, sheers the lamb, 
cards and spins the wool, then knits the 
wool into hats. Quite a woman!

N e x t  t o  v i s i t  wa s  A r l a ’s 
granddaughter. Arriving at Easter time 
will be her son, Arla’s granddaughter, 
and her three great-grandchildren for 
one week. 

The day after they leave, Donna 
(Arla’s childhood friend) arrives. 

Rita Tombari’s oldest son and his 

wife flew in from Texas and enjoyed 
our weather. 

Sue Rausch’s son and his wife, 
along with four grandchildren, arrived 
from Chicago and loved being outdoors. 
Then it was on to the Everglades for an 
airboat ride and fishing.

Have you noticed the new 
welcome signs all over On Top of  the 
World – “Relax in Nature,” “Welcome 
Home,” “Racking up Fun” and the 
accompanying directional signs?  
Very interesting!

My two daughters and husbands 
visited on their way to and from a 
timeshare in Orlando. It was cold 
here, but better than the frigid weather  
up North.

We all enjoyed our Core party 
as we have wonderful cooks in the 
Siboney. The jokes weren’t bad either.

Our monthly luncheon was at the 
Mark Restaurant on Main Street. Good 
choice, Rita!

We’re going to the dogs – Derby 
Lane, that is. Sign up soon as they have 
a terrific buffet and it is fun.

Our editor, Doug Kates, has done 
an excellent job of  videotaping the line 
dancers with John Koning’s assistance. 
You can view it on Channels 96  
or 732 (digital). 

Also, the Irish Club’s St. Pat’s 
parade was a joy to watch. The four 
bands were a big hit.

March decorations in the Core 
were put up by Kathy Amorello. April’s 
will be done by Lillian and Mike Foy. 
Thank you all.

Next meeting will be Wednesday, 
April 22, in the Sunrise Room at 7 
p.m. Please attend and meet your  
nice neighbors.

Watch out for those April Fools.
H a p p y  E a s t e r  t o  a l l .  

Happy Passover. 
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For reservations, call 799-3417, then press #7 of the  
voice menu. Seating is limited. Make reservations  

24 hours in advance.

Tuesday Morning Specials
See Posting in Bus

Paradise/West Side ........9 to 9:20 a.m.
East Side .................. 9:25 to 9:45 a.m.

Tuesday Afternoon
K-Mart & Countryside Mall

Paradise/West Side 12:30 to 12:50 p.m.
East Side ................ 12:55 to 1:15 p.m.

Wednesday Morning 
Publix (Sunset & Belcher)

Paradise/West Side ........8 to 8:20 a.m.
East Side .................. 8:25 to 8:45 a.m.

Wednesday Afternoon
Publix (Sunset & Belcher)

Paradise/West Side ....11 to 11:20 a.m.
East Side ...............11:25 to 11:45 a.m.

Thursday Morning 
Publix (Sunset & Belcher)

Paradise/West Side ........8 to 8:20 a.m.
East Side .................. 8:25 to 8:45 a.m.

Thursday Afternoon
Publix (Sunset & Belcher)

Paradise/West Side ....11 to 11:20 a.m.
East Side ...............11:25 to 11:45 a.m.

Friday Morning 
Super Walmart

Paradise/West Side ........8 to 8:20 a.m.
East Side .................. 8:25 to 8:45 a.m.

Friday Afternoon
Super Walmart

Paradise/West Side ....11 to 11:20 a.m.
East Side ...............11:25 to 11:45 a.m.

Reservations for transportation to and from the East  
and West Activity Centers will be accepted following  

the schedules listed below.

THE OTOW BUS COMES DIRECTLY TO YOU!

Guidelines for Riding the Bus
•  The OTOW bus service is for the 

exclusive use of OTOW residents 
with a valid recreation card.

•  This service is provided to our 
residents at no charge.

•  Thank you, but the driver is 
prohibited from accepting tips.

•  The bus driver picks up passengers 
with reservations only. 

•  You must be able to transfer on your 
own to ride the bus. 

•  Medical devices may be restricted 
due to passenger load.

•  Eating and drinking on the bus  
is prohibited.

•  Shopping bag limits and size 
restrictions are at the driver ’s 
discretion.

•   If space allows, residents with 
current recreation cards may catch 
a one-way ride home on the bus. 

•  If you create a safety hazard or 
cause unsafe distractions to the 

driver, you will not be permitted on 
the bus.

•  Shopping time is 90 minutes and 
begins at the first drop off.

•   Due to limited seating, we cannot 
accept multi-day reservations.

•   Reservations are first come, first 
served, and may only be made 24 
hours in advance. 

•   The reservation phone number is 
for seat reservations only. Please 
leave your name, trip request, 
building and unit number, and 
phone number.

•   If you live on the second floor of 
a two-story building, or if your 
building’s elevator is out of service, 
the driver will carry your bags to 
your front door. The driver is strictly 
prohibited from entering your unit.

•   The SCA staff takes their directions 
from SCA management. Please refer 
all questions and concerns to the  
Community Service Office.
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Please don’t go see “The Birds” with this reporter
“Only one who devotes himself  to 

a cause with his whole strength and soul 
can be a true master — for this reason 
mastery demands all of  a person.”

– (Albert Einstein)
I went to McDonalds (yes, me, the 

health nut). I was getting a newspaper 
so I did not notice what was waiting at 
the front door. When I turned around 
I nearly jumped out of  my skin. Right 
next to me (and I love these creatures) 
was a beautiful lovely white egret. 
However, I am terrified of  birds and 
don’t want it standing that close. 

I said, “Hello there, and stay 
right there please.” As if  it heard me it 
moved to the side. I surprised myself  
and walked right near him, I have never 
been that close to a bird in my life. 

When I got inside I stood by the 
window and watched the bird for a bit. 
Every customer that came in, the egret 
stood aside for. I finally took a picture 
but the picture did not come out well. 
The girl at the counter told me the egret 
eats only french-fries.

I had the pleasure of  being invited 
to Ed Fletcher’s Early Bird Dinner 
Theatre this month and what a fun time 
it was. The play was called “Caught in 
the Net.” Before the play starts you are 

treated to a wonderful buffet dinner. 
You start off  with a beautiful salad bar 
followed by the dinner buffet. It was a 
great evening.

Happy 95th Birthday to Evona 
Carroll. Everyone in our building 
wishes you the best of  birthdays! 

Ray Danen and myself  were 
the two champions of  the month in 
Wii bowling (see photo). The first 
Wednesday of  every month the Safety 
Harbor All Stars Wii Bowling Team has 
a competition called the Ladder Game. 
We take the best scores of  three games 
of  the women and the men. 

The women play until there is one 
winner and the men do the same. Then 

the top woman and top man compete. 
Ray won it all, but I came in with the 
Woman’s Champion and Ray Danen 
the men’s champion. It’s good exercise, 
good sportsmanship and good fun in a 
competitive atmosphere. 

Thank you to whoever returned 
my grocery cart. My niece and I really 
appreciated the gesture. We left the 

cart at the elevator by accident, a note 
was posted and within a few days  
it was returned. 

Need butter cut into a recipe 
and no time to let it come to room 
temperature? Simply get out your 
cheese shredder and shred away.  
You will be done in no time.

Happy Easter to everyone!

Congratulations to Ray Danen, left, and reporter Sally Simmonds, who participated in a 
recent Wii Bowling competition in Safety Harbor and emerged as champions.

Happy Easter and Passover to all from the staff and volunteers of the OTOW News!
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Cruise included close-up 
view of a rocket launch

Don’t put plastic grocery 
bags into recycle bins

Dolly Newcome has been cruising 
again,this time with 13 residents of  the 
Bohemia building. 

They all enjoyed a nine-day cruise 
down the Caribbean on the Explorer 
of  the Sea, one of  the Royal Caribbean 
cruise ships. It was a fun trip. They 
stopped at Curacao, Bonaire, Haiti, and 
Aruba. They experienced great weather 
and beautiful scenery.

They cruised out of  the Port 
Canaveral terminal. Stayed at a hotel 
on Cocoa Beach the night before the 
cruise. They saw a NASA rocket launch 
from Cape Canaveral the night of  Feb. 
11 at the Cocoa Beach Pier with many 
other observers. Magnificent view 
of  the rocket in the air. What a great 

Dolly Newcome relaxes during her recent Caribbean cruise, which included a number of 
Bohemia residents. Her ship, the Explorer of the Sea, is in the background.

experience to be so close to the launch!
Let’s send birthday wishes to 

Ron Magnussen on April 4 and Bob 
Anderson on April 17. Enjoy your 
special day, Ron and Bob!

A jovial group of  17, including 
Mary Kearney of  Mease Manor, 
attended the February building 
luncheon at Perkins on Curlew.

Our thanks to Phil Meissner, 
who hosted it. On March 26, building 
captain Paul Bruyere and Claire 
hosted the Snowbirds Core Party. 
Details in my next column.

Richard and Zenaida Pellarin 
sold their condo and moved to 
Guam. That will be only two 
hours from the Philippines, where 
Zenaida’s family lives. We’ll miss our  
good neighbors.

Kudos to Betty Mc Kay. At the 
Golf  Cancer Benefit in February, 
Betty’s foursome came in first place. 
Also, at the Jack and Jill Tournament 
flight D, Betty’s team came in  
first place.

Carol and Hugh Carroll had a 
revolving door of  Canadian guests in 
the months of  February and March. 
Carol’s brother-in-law, a recent 
widower and father of  nine, loved 
the dinner parties that the Canadian 
folks here hosted.

Hugh’s brother and wife had a 
great time at the “Atlantic City Boys.” 

They would love to return next year. 
Their son and family visited in March 
and all enjoyed the gorgeous weather 
and Mom’s fine cooking.

The recycling efforts in the 
building are doing fine, except some 
folks don’t realize plastic bags are not 
acceptable. They should be emptied 
of  the recyclables and thrown in 
the trash or bring them to Publix or 
Albertsons where they have plastic 
bag recycle bins.

John and I thoroughly enjoyed 
the Jester ’s  show “Celebrate 
America.” In our 23 years living here 
we have never missed one. This was 
one of  their best. 

The OTOW Bible Study Club is a non-denominational Bible 
study group to explore the word of God, and how it relates to our 
everyday lives. Our teacher, Woodie Tully, brings 45 years of Bible 
teaching experience to help understand  the Scriptures. 

The club meets each Tuesday evening at 7 p.m. in the Veranda 
Room of the East Activities Center. 

Occasionally we use a third Tuesday evening  for refreshments, 
music and singing.

We welcome everyone to our club. You do not need to have 
any knowledge of Scripture to join, and there are no club fees 
required. We are not a church; those attending are from a variety of 
denominations. Every first-time guest receives a complete copy of 
the Bible to keep as their own.

For more information, call either Bob Reis,  798-2443,  
or Woodie Tully, 399-1773.

BIBLE STUDY CLUB
By Bob Reis
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Business meeting results in updated club bylaws
I’m sure everyone caught the  

St. Pat’s Parade, which seems to be 
bigger and better every year. 

Lots of  Kelly green could be 
observed. The “Bagpipe and Kilt 
Rentals” seems to be doing great. I 
finally peeked into the place and was 
amazed at the assortment of  items they 
have available.

Our captain, Katy Gerritt, opened 
our spring Azores Activity Club business 
meeting promptly at 7 p.m., March 12. 
After the meeting was called to order, 
we stood and pledged allegiance to 
the flag. This was followed by a few 
moments of  silence in memory of  our 
friend and neighbor John Warner.

The usual minutes and reports 
were read and approved. There were 
31 enthusiastic attendees showing 
a caring concern for our building 
and the occupants it serves. Marie 
Pirrello received a special round of  
applause for her work in planning  
monthly activities.

New business focused on updating 
the club’s bylaws. This consisted of  
generally simplifying language and 
adjusting to reflect more accurately how 
club operation and business is carried 
out. The bylaws were read, discussed 
and were accepted.

Store rooms have been inspected 
and many of  us have been cited for 
infractions. The inspecting team is 

returning soon and will help get rid of  
much unwanted stuff. The store rooms 
should be in model shape by the time 
you read this. It was also proposed and 
passed that the dryer vents be cleaned 
more frequently to avoid a fire hazard. 

The meeting adjourned and 
visiting began with coffee, cookies  
and cake served.

On March 15, it was time to party. 
Our St. Pat’s party was attended by 
37 residence and guests. We filled the 
Sunshine Room, all decked out in Irish 
Green. Music and song was furnished 
by Steve Middneta, a great job! Corned 
beef  and cabbage with all the fixings 
was catered by Marguerites Cafe. The 
only thing missing was green beer, but 
we had a great time anyway. The meal 
and music was followed by a rousing 
game of  Bingo. Is Bingo really Irish?

Just as February ended, the Azores 
R.O.M.E.O.s took lunch at Molly 
Goodhead’s, a dozen guys getting “to 
gather” just to get to gather. Male 
bonding is a wonderful thing.

On March 28, Gordon Fowlie and 
crew set up shop at the race track. It is 
a wonderful educational experience and 
offers opportunity to win some really 
big money. Lots of  betting tips were 
always available. The food was good 
as always. A great way to spend a mild 
March Saturday.

Early April will be our farewell 
picnic as the Snowbirds return to their 
Northern nests. Watch the bulletin 
board for time under the tree.

My most active reporter, Petie 
Fornuto, reports that her son and his 
wife spent a two-month vacation in St. 
Petersburg. The last few days of  the 
vacation were spent with mom. Lots 
of  family love there. 

CONDOMINIUM 
OWNERS WHO RENT 

THEIR UNITS
OWNERS who rent direct 

must request necessary forms for 
securing Recreation Cards for their 
renters by submitting a written 
request giving Building Number, 
Apartment Number, the address 
of the Apartment and enclosing a 
legal-sized self-addressed, stamped 
return envelope to:

On Top of the World
Recreation Card Dept.

2069 World Parkway Blvd. E.
Clearwater FL 33763

This application can ONLY be 
sent to OWNERS of apartments 
here at On Top of the World and the 
OWNER shall process applications 
for renter Recreation Cards.

Applications are NOT available 
at any On Top of the World offices 
or the Palm Acre Real Estate 
office. They MUST be obtained 
BY MAIL and MUST be requested  
BY THE OWNER. 

Watch OTOW-TV  
Channels 96 and 732
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This Classified section is a service to the OTOW community. There 
is no charge to residents for this service. Items must be priced under $500 
and copy must be 20 words or less including phone number. Submitter’s 
name and building name must be included, but will not be published.  
If the submitters’s name and building is not included with the ad, it will not 
be accepted for publication.

Please note: We do not accept ads for automobiles, firearms, yard/building 
sales, apartments for sale or rent, or employment. Ads must be placed in the 
boxes marked OTOW News in the East and West Activity Centers or dropped off 
at the newspaper office. We cannot accept ads over the phone. Ad deadline is the 
15th of the month preceding publication date. Ads received late will be placed in 
the next available issue. Only one (1) ad per person per month will be accepted.

OTOW CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE
Golf clubs/cart $40.  474-6830 or 953-6855
John Weitz jacket, size 40; Clipper Mist 
coat; 2 Oleg Cassini jackets $5 each; lady’s  
raincoat $5. 799-7887
53-piece setting for eight: Theodore Haviland 
New York Garden Flower, like new, no chips 
$200 OBO. 724-5909
Man’s London Fog topcoat, size med., zip-out 
lining, good condition $25.  725-9550
Ladies’ golf clubs, bag & cart $100.  
 797-3521
Card table  w/4 chairs $25; SLR camera w/3 
lenses $50; captains folding chairs $8 each; 
golf cart & clubs $25.  613-218-0632
Lenox cup/saucer, pearl white, gift box, 
cost $43, sell for $15; Coach black leather 
handbag (size 11" x 7") w/shoulder strap $25.  
 791-7610
Antique liquor cabinet w/key and lock 
compartment $50; 24” Zenith TV $10; 5 wall 
pictures $10 each; bookshelves/entertainment 
center $50 OBO.  223-8193
Deluxe brand new walker, hardly used $50.  
 797-3951
Ornamental clear & blue glass dolphins, 
two 6" in length, one 12" in height $35 for  
all three. 797-8537
Android LG smart phone $50; Royal Danube 
imported dishes, gold edges, very elegant, 
10" across $35; beveled gold-edge mirror  
w/shelf $42.   474-5040
Tea cart $10; entertainment center, light color 
$30. 791-4449
Sofa, green two-seater/reclining, 62", 
very comfortable, good condition $100.  
 797-5882
Scalloped edge wall-mounted beveled mirror 
trimmed with 6 decorative gold accents, 
52"W x 34"L x 1"D $150.  791-3894
Holy Bible, 12” x 8”  $30. 791-3474

Electrolux upright vacuum w/bags & 
attachments, strong power $35; three matching 
pine end tables; misc. pictures & 3D wall 
decorations. 723-1854 
Two pair men’s SAS shoes size 13M, one 
dress pair, one jogging/walking pair, never 
worn $50 each, cash only.  446-2233
Car cover, new, make offer. 744-8466
Lazy Boy sofa bed, like new $200; trampoline 
(Rebounder) $100; kitchen table w/ two chairs 
$25. 726-7742
Hutch, white, 67-½"H x 16"D, glass doors 
on top, two drawers, two bottom doors; Red 
Hat items; Lowrey “Adventurer” organ.  
Make offer.   726-8210
Carpet sweeper $5; tufted barrel chair $65; 
antique white desk $10; six snifter glasses 
$5; pedestal cake plate $5; other items. 
 799-3086
Computer desk w/chair $40; entertainment 
center 72” x 30” $20; Rio deluxe web chaise 
lounge $20.  315-271-6471
Bowling ball w/case $10; 8mm Revere 
projector w/screen $10; Royal typewriter 
in case $10. Each item looks almost new.  
  797-2882
Rug, 4x6 lighthouse; lamp glass filled 
shells; twin bed, mauve flower, complete w/
bedspreads; VCR, glass dishes.   712-3817
Camera tripods, 6'; two sewing dressmaker 
forms; large framed mirror and paintings 
(32" x 37"); doll collection including antique 
Charlie McCarthy.  797-4282
Matching sofa and loveseat, floral on 
cream background, like new $200 for both. 
 417-342-8672 

LOST & FOUND
Found: Red-rimmed reading glasses, left 
behind at Jesters show.  Call 791-3474

Happy Easter and a huge welcome 
to spring!

Viennese Villa residents have 
been busy and on the go. After Russ 
Lamsfield and Howard Roethte enjoyed 
a marvelous Mexican holiday with 12 
pals from Florida and Michigan, they 
were off  to Sarasota for a few days. 

They took in the various sites 
including Ringling’s home, the circus 
museum, a fabulous art gallery and 
some of  the area’s finer restaurants. 
They really had a grand time and they 
can be my tour guide anytime.

Thanks to Karen and Kurt Safee 
for chairing the party committee and 
to all of  the St. Patrick’s committee 
members who planned, decorated and 
cooked for our St. Patrick’s dinner 
party (see photo at top). We also had 
a 50/50 drawing with two lucky cash 
winners and one grand prize of  two 
tickets to the Valspar Championship 
Golf  Tournament on Sunday. Fourteen 
golfers participated in our tourney.

We had house guests for a few 
days. My husband’s cousins escaped 
New Hampshire for a few days.  

Viennese Villa dwellers are 
on the go for springtime

Viennese Villa residents enjoy a St. Patrick’s dinner party in March.   (Photo by Bill Carey) 

They remarked how friendly On Top of  
the World is and how they always look 
forward to their visits here.

T h e  T h e a t e r  Wo r k s h o p 
performance of  “Sailing with the Love 
Bug” found our own Russ Lamsfield 
displaying hidden talents, namely 
acting and singing. That was certainly a  
fun show indeed! 

Snowbirds are slowly taking 
flight as winter is finally winding 
down. We wish them safe travels and  
a happy summer.

Birthday and anniversary wishes to 
all celebrants. Happy Easter to all.
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